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Can't open command prompt

Reader Kevin used his ubergeeky AutoHotkey scripting skills to create a hotkey that opens a command prompt window at the same location as the folder you are browsing in Windows Explorer.To use the script, you simply hit the Ctrl+Alt+H shortcut key sequence while looking at a folder in Windows Explorer and a new command prompt
window will open, already set to the same working directory. We've already covered how to open a command prompt window from the context menu, but this method is even simpler.The How-To Geek technology weblog highlights an incredibly handy Windows Vista feature that opens a Read moreTo create this hotkey for yourself, create
a new AutoHotkey script or add the following to your existing script:#IfWinActive ahk_class CabinetWClass ; for use in explorer. ^!h:: ClipSaved := ClipboardAll Send !d Sleep 10 Send ^c Run, cmd /K "cd `"%clipboard%`"" Clipboard := ClipSaved ClipSaved = return #IfWinActiveOnce you've added, saved, and launched the script, you
should be able to start using the hotkey immediately. Thanks, Kevin!For more Windows shortcut goodness, check out how to make Win+E open the folder of your choice, learn how to use Caps Lock for hand-friendly navigation, and see how Taskbar Overlord tweaks the Windows 7 taskbar. Brand new to AutoHotKey and its time-saving
ways? Peek at our beginner's guide to learn how to add this script, or write your own.Reader Raghav writes in with a small, but useful tip: using AutoHotkey, you can re-map the Win+E…Read more The Windows Command Prompt has a built-in history feature, allowing you to quickly view commands you’ve run in the current session. Even
better, the Command Prompt offers quite a few keyboard shortcuts and other tricks for working with your command history. How to View Your Command History To scroll through your command history, you can use these keyboard shortcuts: Up Arrow: Recall the previous command you typed. Press the key repeatedly to walk through
your command history. Down Arrow: Recall the next command you typed. Press the key repeatedly to walk through your command history. Page Up: Recall the first command you ran in the current Command Prompt session. Page Down: Recall the most recent command you ran in the current Command Prompt session. Esc: Clear the
command line. Use these F keys to interact with your command history: F7: View your command history as an overlay. Use the up and down arrow keys to select a command and run it. Press Esc to close the overlay without running a command. F8: Search your command history for a command matching the text on the current command
line. So, if you wanted to search for a command that began with “p”, you’d type “p” on the command line and then repeatedly tap F8 to cycle through commands in your history that begin with “p”. F9: Recall a command from your command history by specifying its number in the history buffer. These numbers are display in the F7 overlay
window, and begin at 0. So, if you wanted to quickly re-run the first command you ran in the current session, you’d press “F9”, type “0”, and press “Enter”. The command would appear filled in at the prompt and you could press “Enter” once again to run it. To print a list of your command history in the terminal, run the following command:
doskey /history You’ll see the commands you’ve typed in your current session. This is the same list you’ll see if you press F7. How to Copy Your Previous Command The previous command you typed is known as the “template”. There are a variety of shortcuts for quickly copying part of the previous command you ran. F1: Copy one
character at a time from the the previous command you typed. Press the F1 key repeatedly to type the command you previously typed, character by character. F2: Copy part of the command you previously typed. You’ll be prompted to enter a character. The system will search forward in the previous command you typed and automatically
copy the text up to, but not including, that character. For example, if the last command you ran was “ping google.com”, you could press “F2”, type “o”, press “Enter”, and “ping g” would appear at the prompt. F3: Copy part of the command you previously typed. The system will start from the current character position and automatically copy
the remainder of the text from that position on the previous line. For example, let’s say the last command you typed was “ping -4 google.com”. You could type “ping -6”, press “F3″, and the system would automatically fill in ” google.com”, making the current line “ping -6 google.com”. How to Clear the Command History Unlike Linux’s bash
shell, the Command Prompt doesn’t remember commands between sessions. To erase the history of any commands you typed, just close the Command Prompt window. You can tell the Command Prompt to not remember any commands you’ve typed in the current session by setting the history size to 0 with the doskey command:
doskey /listsize=0 You won’t be able to use the arrow keys, F7 key, or doskey /history command to see any commands you’ve typed after setting the list size to 0. This change also only takes effect for the current Command Prompt window, so the Command Prompt window will remember history as normal the next time you close and
reopen it. You can use the cls (clear screen) command to clear your Command Prompt window, erasing all history of the commands you typed without closing the window: cls How to Save Your Command History If you ever need to save a history of the commands you typed in a Command Prompt window, you can do it by running the
doskey /history command and routing its output to a text file. (You could also just run the doskey /history command and copy/paste text to another application, of course.) For example, the following command will save a copy of your current Command Prompt window’s command history to the C:\Usersame\Desktop\commands.txt file on
your system. doskey /history > C:\Usersame\Desktop\commands.txt The > character redirects the output of the command to the file you specify. Open the file in a text editor to view the history of commands typed in that Command Prompt session. RELATED: 34 Useful Keyboard Shortcuts for the Windows Command Prompt These are
just some of the useful keyboard shortcuts available in the Command Prompt, so check out our list for even more. Once you’ve learned how to navigate directories on Windows 10, the next step is learning how to find and open files using the Command Prompt. It’s just as easy as navigating through and opening a file in File Explorer.
Here’s how it’s done. First, open the Command Prompt on your PC by typing “cmd” in the Windows Search bar and then selecting “Command Prompt” from the search results. With the Command Prompt opened, you’re ready to find and open your file. Find Files Using Command Prompt Maybe you already know the file path to the item
you want to open–maybe not. If not, you don’t need to search through File Explorer just to come back to the Command Prompt later. You can use this command instead: dir "\search term*" /s Just replace “search term” with, of course, the actual search term. So, if we wanted to locate our file called “Example File,” we’d use this command:
dir "\example file*" /s Command Prompt will now search and find all instances of the search term you entered. It will (1) show you the file path, and (2) give you the file name and extension. Now that we’ve found our file, let’s open it. RELATED: How to Use File Explorer Without a Mouse on Windows 10 Open Files Using Command Prompt
To open the file, you need to navigate to the directory in the Command Prompt that contains the file you would like to open. In this example, we’ve created an “Example” folder in our “Documents” folder, so we’ll head there. In Command Prompt, use the Change Directories command ( cd ) to navigate through your folders. Because we’re
currently at the top level of the computer’s file system, we’ll need to go to “Documents” first and then “Example.” So, we’ll use this command: cd Documents\Example Note that you must navigate to the immediate file structure. In this case, we can’t skip “Documents” and jump straight to “Example.” Once you have inputted your command,
press the Enter key. You’ll now be in that folder. It’s now time to open the file within that folder. Our file is named “Example File.” To open the file, enter the file name and extension in quotations. In this case: “example file.docx” The file will now open. To make things a bit quicker, you can actually navigate to the correct folder and open the
file in a single command. Assuming we are back at the top level, we would run this command: “Documents\Example\example file.docx” The only difference is you don’t add the cd command and the entire path is in quotations. My last Instructable with the Matrix was only with the letters, but this one is a batch file that uses numbers, and
looks more realistic. The real Matrix used Japanese letters and other symbols, but this one just uses numbers in different orders and sizes and it looks more realistic from my last Instructable. It is pretty easy so lets get to it. You need:PC with command promptThe notepad applicationThe code I will give you Ok, to enter the code, you have
to open the Notepad.Enter this code:@echo offcolor 0a:topecho %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% %random% goto topMake sure the %random% is in one line across the screen, don't let it go to another line.Save
the notepad file on to your Dekstop as a .bat file. Save it as: matrix.bat You have to have the .bat at the end for this to work, because .bat is batch and batch is used with the command prompt.Open it on your desktop and let it run!!! Show it to your friends and watch them be amazed. If you want to make it full screen, right click on the top
blue bar, and click properties.Choose layout, and change the height and width of the window size to 300. If you want to make the 300 default, right click on the top bar again, choose defaults, choose layout again, and make the height and width 300.Keep in mind:If you make the screen bigger, you will have to add more: %random% to the
code.So, just copy the code over and over again about 20 times.Have Fun!
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