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Poly-technical Concertos for young soloists and bands  

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION STATEMENT   

(1) What is this study about?  

I would like to invite you to be part of a research project I am undertaking which involves 
creating concertos for young soloists and bands. 

I am asking you to participate because of your expertise as an instrumentalist and as a 
teacher of your instrument. If you are interested in participating in this study, you will be 
asked which instrument(s) you play, how long you have been teaching this instrument(s) 
to young musicians and your general experience in instrumental pedagogy. Participants 
will be selected on the basis of this experience and on the instrument(s) they play. The 
study will require 3 flutes, 1 oboe, 3 clarinets, 1 bass clarinet, 1 bassoon, 3 alto 
saxophones, 1 tenor saxophone, 1 baritone saxophone, 3 trumpets, 2 horns in F, 3 
trombones, 1 euphonium, 2 tubas, 4 percussionists and soloists (flute, clarinet, alto sax, 
trumpet, trombone, piano). 

This Participant Information Statement tells you about the research study. Knowing what 
is involved will help you decide if you want to take part in the study. Please read this 
sheet carefully and ask questions about anything that you don’t understand or want to 
know more about.  

Participation in this research study is voluntary. By giving consent to take part in this 
study you are telling us that you:  



 

 

• Understand what you have read.   

• Agree to take part in the research study as outlined below.   

• Agree to the use of your personal information as described.  You will be given a copy 
of this Participant Information Statement to keep.   

(2) Who is running the study?  

Dr Jim Coyle of Sydney Conservatorium of Music.  

 (3) What will the study involve for me?  

The project will involve you being part of a concert band that records each of six new 
small concertos. In addition to playing, after each movement you will be asked to 
complete a questionnaire about the technical difficulty of the music you have just played. 
You are also invited to make notes about technical and musical matters on your music, 
which will be collected and transcribed (your anonymity will be preserved). Your answers 
will be partly based on your experience and expertise in teaching your instrument to 
middle school aged children (ages 9-13). For this, you will need to be present at Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music on 31st July 2021 from 10am-4pm.  

Your identity will remain anonymous in any publications and conference papers. The 
audio recordings will be made publicly available on a non-commercial basis. You may 
elect to remain anonymous on these recordings. 

 

(4)  How much of my time will the study take?  From 10am (stick down) to 4pm on 
31st July 2021. Partial participation is possible. 

. (5)  Do I have to be in the study? Can I withdraw from the study once I've 
started?  Being in this study is completely voluntary and you do not have to take 
part. Your decision whether to participate will not affect your current or future 



 

 

relationship with the researchers or anyone else at the University of Sydney.  If 
you decide to take part in the study and then change your mind later, you are free 
to withdraw at any time. You can do this by Jim Coyle by email, phone or in 
person. Your decision to withdraw will not have any consequences and will not 
affect your relationship with Jim Coyle or anyone else at the University of 
Sydney.   

. (6)  Are there any risks or costs associated with being in the study?  Aside from 
giving up your time, we do not expect that there will be any risks or costs 
associated with taking part in this study.   

. (7)  Are there any benefits associated with being in the study?  You will be paid 
$200. The nature of this study may provide you with the opportunity to reflect on 
your own teaching practices and relevant experience, however, I cannot 
guarantee that you will receive any other direct benefits from participation.  

. (8)  What will happen to information about me that is collected during the study? 
 By providing your consent, you are agreeing to us collecting personal 
information about you for the purposes of this research study. Your information 
will only be used for the purposes outlined in this Participant Information 
Statement, unless you consent otherwise.  Your information will be stored 
securely, and your identity/information will only be disclosed with your 
permission, except as required by law. Study findings may be published, but you 
will not be identified in these publications unless you agree to this using the tick 
box on the consent form.   

. (9)  Can I tell other people about the study?  Yes, you are welcome to tell other 
people about the study.   

(10) What if I would like further information about the study?  

When you have read this information, Jim Coyle will be available to discuss it with you 
further and answer any questions you may have. If you would like to know more at any 
stage during the study, please feel free to contact Jim Coyle at jim.coyle@sydney.edu.au.  



 

 

(11) Will I be told the results of the study?  

You have a right to receive feedback about the overall results of this study. You can tell 
us that you wish to receive feedback by ticking the relevant box in the participant consent 
form. This feedback will be in the form of a one-page lay summary. You will receive this 
feedback after the study is finished.  

(12) What if I have a complaint or any concerns about the study?  

Research involving humans in Australia is reviewed by an independent group of people 
called a Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC). The ethical aspects of this study 
have been approved by the HREC of the University of Sydney. As part of this process, 
we have agreed to carry out the study according to the National Statement on Ethical 
Conduct in Human Research (2007). This statement has been developed to protect 
people who agree to take part in research studies.  

If you are concerned about the way this study is being conducted or you wish to make a 
complaint to someone independent from the study, please contact the university using 
the details outlined below. Please quote the study title and protocol number.  

The Manager, Ethics Administration, University of Sydney: • Telephone:+61286278176 • 
Email:human.ethics@sydney.edu.au • Fax:+61286278177(Facsimile)  

This information sheet is for you to keep  

 
 


