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Small But Mighty
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY SONIA DAS
Happy Holidays! December is a month of many holidays
and a time of many worldwide celebrations. Let us all enjoy
each other’s company and make merry!!
Service to others is a hallmark of many quilt guilds in the
United States and Acacia is no exception. Guild members
make numerous sewn items that bring comfort and
happiness to others in the community – I’m so proud of
what our “Small but Mighty” guild accomplishes.
We are making plans for an in-person Holiday Party in December. We will also invite
guests such as Thomas House to pick up filled Xmas stockings for their resident
children and other donations (quilts, pillowcases, household items). Stay tuned for
details via email re the food, fun & games, and friendship!
Acacia will be very busy in 2022 getting ready for the Tea & Quilt Auction in April. We
will need a lot of helping hands to ensure another successful event! Don’t forget to get
your tickets before they go on sale to the public on December 15, 2021. Approximately
55% of the available tickets were sold as of the November Board Meeting.
Until we see each other again – be safe and well!

Happy New Year - Sonia
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JINGLE MY BELLS! THE ACACIA GIFT SHOP IS HERE!
By Caroline Carpenter, Ways and Means & Webmaster

Holiday shopping in 2021 is a very uncertain thing. Will your gift for that special someone arrive in
mid-February because it was stuck on a container ship in Long Beach harbor? Will the increasing winter surge of COVID (mask up, everyone!) make it unsafe to go out … again? Will the porch pirates nab
your goodies in the blink of an eye?
We can’t do anything about that last one, but you can shop on the brand-new Acacia Gift Shop for
fun gifts for you and your quilty friends and help the guild while you’re doing it!
Just head on over to the Acacia Gift Shop. It’s on the Home Page and it’s on the top menu on the far
right (or at the bottom of your menu list if you are looking at the website on your phone).

How does shopping here help the guild?
Each item that you purchase on the Acacia Gift Shop returns a little bit of the
price of the item to the guild. That happens automatically every time you
shop.
Where are my items coming from? Who’s handling my order?
When you place an order, the website sends it directly to our print-ondemand vendor. When the vendor receives your order, the item is made,
packed, and shipped back to you. You will get order confirmations and updates in email directly from the vendor. Acacia isn’t required to do anything
for your order (so there’s no waiting on us during the busy holiday season) …
but if you have questions or concerns, you can always email or call Caroline.
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JINGLE MY BELLS! THE ACACIA GIFT SHOP IS HERE! (CONTINUED)
By Caroline Carpenter, Ways and Means & Webmaster

How long will my items take to arrive?
Our first test order was placed on November 14, shipped on November 16, and is expected to arrive
Nov. 26 – Dec. 1. That’s pretty fast … but get your orders in soon, just in case there is a holiday rush.
I have an idea for a gift item to add to the shop. Who do I tell?
That’s great! Currently, we have room for 10 items in our shop, and the Gift Shop subcommittee
hopes you love them, but we can change them regularly, so keep your ideas coming. Just send Caroline an email or give her a call.
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Programs and Workshops
By 2nd Vice President Barbra Riley

Our December General Meeting will be the first in-person, indoor meeting in Legacy Hall
since March of last year. That makes it a celebration in many ways!
This is the annual event for presenting Christmas stockings and quilts to Thomas House.
There will be two representatives from Thomas House there to accept the Christmas
stockings and quilts we have been working on throughout the year.
We have also invited a representative from V.O.L.T. (Volunteer Opportunities and
Leadership for Teens) to join us. We are hoping that this Buena Park organization will help
at the Tea in April.
Masks are required in the Ehlers Event Center and the hand sanitizer will be abundant, but
it will still be a great time to get reacquainted with friends we have not seen for a while. Be
sure to wear a mask and your name tag. (We may need the reminder after all this time!)
As part of the “entertainment” we will be playing a game of Left, Right, Center. If you have
never played it before, just bring three fat quarters and we will explain all. Fat quarters will
be provided for our guest and anyone who forgets to bring their own. (Note: you can cut the
fat quarters from fabric you already have.)
The January 2022 General Meeting will have a lecturer by Zoom but we will be meeting in
Legacy Hall again. We will have our first “hybrid” meeting. That is a regular in-person
meeting with the lecturer coming to us by Zoom, projected onto a screen. (You can also
join us by Zoom.) The speaker will be Michele Crawford with her lecture on “Just Cut the
Scrap”. Michele has some interesting ways to use up scraps and we all need more options
to use all the little left over bits that we can’t throw away!
There will be no workshop in January, but the Fabricator meeting will be structured more
like a “workshop”. Be sure to watch the Blast for more details. We may also be working on
items for the boutique at the Tea.

ACACIA GUILD TEA TICKETS – WONDERS OF THE SEA APRIL 23, 2022
By Lori Ramsey

55% of the tickets have already been sold as of November 18TH! Acacia members have until December 15 to buy their tickets. Yes – you can buy them for your family and friends – but you have to collect the money and pay for them. I will mail you, the member, the tickets. (But eventually need
names to go with the tickets) - On December 15, the public may then purchase tickets directly on our
website.
Lori Ramsey
562-522-0802 cell
Ramseylori74@gmail.com
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Wonders of the Sea
Tea and Quilt Auction
by Barbra Riley & Marianne Mahoney

A condensed version of the Tea Committee (Sonia, Shar, Marianne, and Barbra) met on
Tuesday, November 16th to discuss the menu and food service at the April 2022 Tea and
Quilt Auction. Due to the current guidelines for food service, there will be no “buffet”.
All food and water will be brought to the table. (Even these guidelines may change between now and April.)
The new standards will make it both easier and more challenging for the members who
will be hostess for a table. The hostess will not be required to constantly refill the teapot,
but the usual “centerpiece” will be replaced with a tiered tray of scones, quiche, and
small sandwiches, so the tall floral displays are out. Decorations must be mostly flat. It
is a good thing that quilters are good a sewing flattish items!
Acacia still needs members to sign up to host a table of eight. There will be more details
about the limitations and opportunities at the December general meeting.
The Tea committee also discussed the possibility of having special labels printed for the
quilts pieced by Mary Ann West. Based on the quilts turned in so far, it appears that
about half the quilts in the auction will have a top pieced by Mary Ann.
As an example, some of the quilts in the silent
Auction will also be those pieced by Mary Ann.
This quilt is only about 40 by 50 inches and
will probably be one of the silent auction items.
The quilting was done by Cindy Kruse and the
binding was added my me.
Quilts and Silent Auction items are due at the
March General Meeting. Please call Marianne
with any questions or to drop off quilts. Baskets or items for the baskets are due at the
April Meeting. Please contact Shar with any
questions.
The next Tea meeting will be on December
16th at the same location. As always, everyone
is invited to come and make your suggestions.
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JELLY ROLL CHALLENGE WINNERS
By Barbra Riley

There were 12 members who signed up for the Jelly Roll Challenge. Eight quilts were completed before the November Meeting and seven of them met all requirements for the challenge. (One quilt fell short of the 40” by 55” minimum size requirement.) All the quilts
showed wonderful creativity and an interesting use of the random strips quilters were given
to start the challenge. All eight were winners!
The “Best Use of Color” prize was awarded to Lori who added white to the bright stripes in
her half square triangles to create an even lighter feel. Her quilt will be donated to Thomas
House.
The “Most Creative Pattern” prize was awarded to Maryjo with her addition of Critter blocks,
alternated with paw print blocks. Her quilt will also go to Thomas House.
Maryjo’s Critter quilt was also voted best overall, but she declined the award because she
didn’t want two prizes. Best Overall award was given to the runner up, Caroline, for her
“Ocean Inspired” quilt. The addition of dolphins was the key to making her simple strip quilt
a winner.
Everyone had a different approach to dealing with 2 1/2 strips and all the quilts show the
unique talents of our members. Congratulations also to Janine, Phyllis V., Phyllis C., Sue,
and Shar who also met the challenge and completed a beautiful quilt!

Most Creative Pattern &
Best In Show “Critter
Walk”
by MaryJo Edgar

By Phyllis Campbell

Best Use of Color
“Bright Triangles” by
Lori Ramsey

By Caroline Carpenter

by Janine D’Anna

By Phyllis Victor

by Sue Green

by Shar Tiara
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Show and Tell

Marianne Mahoney

Barbra Riley

Barbra Riley

Barbra Riley
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CALENDAR (see website for details)
December 2021
Date Time

Event

Location

2

6:45 pm General Meeting

Ehlers Event Center In person (Tentative)

4

9:00am Candy Caneland

Ehlers Event Center

5

2:00 pm Board Meeting

A Board Member’s Home

16

7:00 pm Tea Meeting

A Guild Member’s Home

January 2022
Date Time

Event

Location

6

6:45 pm

General Meeting

Zoom & Ehlers Event Center-Hybrid

8

10:00am Fabricators

Picasso, Ehlers Event Center

15

10:00am Fabricators

Picasso, Ehlers Event Center

20

7:00pm

Board Meeting

Zoom (3rd Thursday)

25

2:00pm

Phyl’s Place

A Guild Member’s Home

27

7:00pm

Tea Meeting

A Guild Member’s Home

February 2022
Date Time

Event

Location

3

6:45 pm General Meeting

Zoom & Ehlers Event Center-Hybrid

5

10:00am Boutique Sewing
Workshop

Ehlers Event Center

12

10:00am Fabricators

Picasso, Ehlers Event Center

17

7:00pm

Zoom (3rd Thursday)

22

2:00pm Phyl’s Place

A Guild Member’s Home

24

7:00pm

A Guild Member’s Home

Board Meeting

Tea Meeting

8

BLOCK OF THE MONTH By Shar Tiara
There will not be a Block of the Month for December and January. That will give you
time to catch up on any of the past UFO Blocks of the Month to turn in so they can be
assembled into quilts for the Tea or Philanthropy.

MEMBERSHIP
By Maryjo Edgar and Brenda Howard
There were about 24 members and 5 guests in attendance at our November General Meeting
via Zoom. WELCOME to new member Isabel Cervantes. Please make every effort to reach
out and welcome our new members either by card, call or email, or make sure you seek them
out at a future workshop or meeting.
Happy Sewing, Maryjo and Brenda

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF QUILT GUILDS
(SCCQG)
By Sonia Das

The next SCCQG meeting will be held on January 8, 2022 via Zoom.
The topic will be:After A Year Plus of Zoom, Where Do We Go From Here?Part II

If interested in attending, please contact either Barbra Riley or Sonia Das to receive a
registration link. Once registered, you will then receive a Zoom invitation.
More details:
“As we did in October, we'll take a look at the results from our survey to see the many
creative ways that the guilds found to share their members' work and raise funds for
the guild. Quilt shows and auctions have been the mainstay for many years, but with
today's Covid protocol issues, many of you found ways to "change it up" and still
accomplish your fund-raising goals. Some have exceeded them!
If you have additional ideas and/or would like to share what your Guild has done,
please contact Pam Overton at pam@travelingquilters.com”
Please see the Acacia November 2021 newsletter for a recap of the October 2021
SCCQG meeting which featured the topic: After A Year Plus of Zoom, Where
Do We Go From Here? - Part I
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SUNSHINE AND SHADOWS
BY SONIA DAS

Acknowledging life events (happy or sad) of the following guild members.
Some events were mentioned in previous email blasts.
Sunshine (Congratulations and Best Wishes)
Nancy Toma’s first grandson, Peter Kenji Bennett, was born on October 20, 2021. His
big sister Cami is helping to take care of her baby brother.

Shadows (Calls and Visits Requested)
None for this month
Sonia Das will be handling Sunshine & Shadows for Acacia this year. If she has omitted anyone or anything, corrections and updates will be made in future newsletters.
Please contact her with news about guild members at 562-607-2384 or soniadas@yahoo.com.

SECRET PAL
By Diane Sanchez

On Thursday, December 2, 2021 we will exchange gifts with
our Secret Pal.
Leave a thank you card for what they gave you in September.
Bring a wrapped gift for your secret Pal. Leave everything on
the Secret Pal Table.
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PHILANTHROPY
PHYL'S PLACE
(Acacia's philanthropy friendship group)
•In November, guild members filled 41 stockings for the children of Thomas House.
•$310 was collected this year from 5 guild members and was used to purchase
additional stocking stuffers.
•We gave quilts, stockings, pillowcases and other donations in addition to the filled
stockings to representatives of Thomas House at the December meeting.
PHILANTHROPY UPDATES
•Pendleton Stockings – 50 stockings as well as 4 little stockings (for marine dogs)
were delivered to Myra Rahe before Thanksgiving. She is collecting 500+ stockings
for the Marines and personnel at Camp Pendleton. Other groups are donating
stocking stuffers. Acacia donated 50 stockings last year to this cause.
•Cat Quilt – A cat charity requested a fundraising quilt. Barbra Riley completed the
quilt top from cat face quilt blocks made by guild members. Caroline Carpenter kindly
offered to machine quilt this fundraising quilt.

FABRICATORS
By 2nd Vice President Barbra Riley

A drawing was held at the November general meeting for a prize to reward those who have
attended any of the Fabricator meetings since we started meeting again in May. One chance
was given each time a member signed the “sign-in” sheet. Additional chances were given for
completing the project of the day, a cat block in September and cat pads in October. The winner was Sonia, who won a pack of pre-wound bobbins and a bobbin holder to put them in.
The November 13th meeting of Fabricators was held in Legacy Hall was primarily concerned
with preparing philanthropy quilts for presentation to Thomas House at our December meeting. Acacia labels were added to the back of 15 philanthropy quilts and others were prepared
for quilting or binding, to be finished before the December meeting.
There will be no Fabricators meeting in December but starting in January the Fabricator
meetings will be held in the Picasso Room and will have a slightly new format. Watch for the
announcement of a project in the January newsletter.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Sue Green
12/07
Chris
Mattison
12/18
Susan
Stokes
12/22

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT RATES
Type of Ad
Classified
Classified
Business Card
Business Card
Business Card

Size
No size specified Member
No size specified Non-Member
2" x 3.5"
2" x 3.5"
2" x 3.5"

Frequency
Usually, Once
Usually, Once
Once
3 Months
12 Months

Rate
$
$ 2.00
$ 5.00
$ 12.00
$ 40.00

Quarter Page

3.5" x 5"

Once

$

8.00

Quarter Page
Quarter Page
Half Page
Half Page
Half Page
Full Page
Full Page
Full Page

3.5" x 5"
3.5" x 5"
7.5" x 5"
7.5" x 5"
7.5" x 5"
7.8" x 10.3"
7.8" x 10.3"
7.8" x 10.3"

3 Months
12 Months
Once
3 Months
12 Months
Once
3 Months
12 Months

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

22.00
80.00
10.00
25.00
100.00
20.00
50.00
200.00

NATIONAL
BROWNIE DAY
DECEMBER 8TH
12

PUZZLE
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What’s happening at our sister guild?

PROGRAMS—http://www.quiltersbythesea.com/programs.html
WORKSHOPS—http://www.quiltersbythesea.com/workshops.html

Remember—Since QBS is our sister guild, you can go to their Programs for free and attend their
Workshops for the same fee QBS guild members pay.

OPPORTUNITY QUILT
BY LORI RAMSEY

Drawing June 2 2022
nd

Thanks to all who have sent in stubs and money
…. And asked for more tickets. With the holidays
approaching, you may want some more tickets to
sell. – call me. THANKS!!!
Lori Ramsey
C562-522-0802
Ramseylori74@gmail.com

BOARD REPORT
BY NANCY TOMA

The board meeting of the Acacia Quilt Guild met on November 18, 2021.
Some of the items that we discussed were:
1. The Tea and Quilt Auction (April 23,2022) - The planning is
progressing well. 52% of the tickets have been sold so far. Due to covid,
there will be some changes including the food service. We appreciate all
the hard work that Marianne and Barbra and their committee have done
and continue to do.
2. December general meeting - Christmas party - We discussed the program
and the options for food, etc. Details will be announced later.
3. Website gift shop - We now have a gift shop on our Acacia website where you can
purchase various items, such as t-shirts, mugs, stickers, etc. while helping to raise
funds for our guild.
14
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
POSITIONS - ELECTED
President
1st VP. At Large
2nd V.P. Programs/Workshops
Secretary
Treasurer
STANDING COMMITTEES
Birthdays
Door Prizes
Equipment
Historian
Hospitality
Membership
Newsletter
Opportunity Basket
Opportunity Quilt
Parliamentarian
Past President
Philanthropy (Phyl’s Place)
Photographer
Publicity
Secret Pal
SCCQG Representative
Social Media
Sunshine & Shadows
Tea & Quilt Auction
Ways & Means
Website

Sonia Das
Phyllis Campbell
Barbra Riley
Nancy Toma
Frannie Donoghue
Maryjo Edgar
Brenda Howard
Bev Tyler
Joalynn Mushin
Judi Phillips
Janine D’Anna
Diane Sanchez
Susan Wei
Anita Catano
Maryjo Edgar
Brenda Howard
Diane Sanchez
Bev Tyler
Joalynn Mushin
Judi Phillips
Lori Ramsey
Beth Swift
Barbra Riley
Phyllis Victor
Barbra Riley
Sonia Das
Anne Killian
Phyllis Campbell
Diane Sanchez
Barbra Riley
Shari Gray
Sonia Das
Marianne Mahoney
Barbra Riley
Caroline Carpenter
Caroline Carpenter

GENERAL MEETINGS are held the 1st THURSDAY
OF EACH MONTH. If this is a holiday, the meeting is
moved to the 2nd Thursday. Doors open at 6:15 pm,
meeting starts at 6:45 pm Refer to the calendar.

Walter D. Ehlers Event Center
Legacy Hall
8150 Knot Avenue
Buena Park, CA 90620
BOARD MEETINGS are currently by zoom at 7:00
pm on the 3rd Thursday of the month.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS 10PM THE
MONDAY AFTER THE GENERAL MEETING OR
BOARD MEETING. Contact the Newsletter Editor
for specific details.
The purpose of this guild shall be to promote
cooperation and exchange of ideas among those
persons interested in or engaged in quilting; to
further the education and skill levels of the
members of this guild; to preserve the heritage of
quilt making and to educate the public as to the
significance and history of quilting as an art form
as well as an ongoing craft; to utilize the skills of
members to make items for those in need and to
assist other philanthropic organizations.

Dues will be $25.00 per year, June 1 through May
31st. Dues for members joining after November
30th will be $15. Dues for members joining after
the last day of February will be $10.00. Guests will
be asked for a donation of $3.00 at the general
meeting. Guests attend for free when the general
meeting is held by zoom.
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NEWSLETTER

BE OUR GUEST

SUBMISSIONS
Please submit
newsletter articles,
jokes, puzzles,
events, photos
(especially Show and
Tell), recipes etc. to
Diane (see roster for
email address) by the
Sunday after the
Board meeting.
Anyone in the guild
can submit items for
the newsletter.

Please Note:
We have a form on the home page of our website for visitors to
join us at a general meeting. Let a friend know they can join a
guild meeting if they would like to see what we do on Zoom. Until
we can resume our in-person meetings, we have removed the
“$3.00 visitors fee” notation.
By the way, QBS has a Be Our Guest button as well. During this
pandemic, click their button and join their zoom meetings. They
are free and they are the second Thursday of the month.

Acacia Quilt Guild of Orange County
P. O. Box 6853
Buena Park, CA 90622-6853
E-mail:
acaciaquiltguild2015@yahoo.com
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