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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

In the work of decolonization, we are invited to bring our 
whole selves to the spaces we occupy. Recognizing that 
being a settler/ally, I bring my own set of beliefs and biases 
into the work of reporting on this gathering, I would like to 
spend a moment to introduce myself to the reader. 

My name is SARAH NEWTON. I use they/them pronouns. 
My mother was born in Cape Town, South Africa and my 
father is of Western European descent. I grew up on the 
traditional unceded territories of the Stó:lō Nation in 
what is known as Langley, BC and I am eternally grateful 
to the Elders of that Nation who spent time teaching and 
influencing me as a young person. I am honoured to have 
lived on the shared, current and traditional territories of 
the Kwanlin Dün First Nations and Ta’an Kwäch’än Council 
since 2011. I have been involved in the work of advancing 
Indigenous rights through environmental protection since 
moving North. 

ABOUT THE GATHERING

The ICE Gathering is the only national event that 
every year brings together Indigenous leaders in clean 
energy, experts and practitioners, partners, utilities, 
academics, and governments from across Canada to 
strengthen relationships and foster essential strategies 
to advance a clean energy transition.  

 
JUNE 1–2, 2022
Held on the traditional unceded, unsurrendered 
Algonquin territory, known today as Ottawa, Ontario

Theme:  

PARTNERSHIPS, POLICIES,  
AND PATHWAYS 
 

Organized by:  
INDIGEOUS CLEAN ENERGY 
The Indigenous Clean Energy (ICE) Social Enterprise 
is a pan-Canadian not-for-profit platform which 
advances Indigenous inclusion in Canada’s energy 
futures economy through Indigenous leadership, and 
broad-based collaboration with energy companies, 
utilities, governments, development firms, cleantech 
innovators, academic sector, and capital markets.  
Learn more and support their work on their website. 
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REFLECTING ON POWER

Power means strength. Authority. Jurisdiction. Energy. 
Power gives the possessor access to resources, capacity 
and technology. For far too long, the country of Canada 
has exercised its ‘power’ over Indigeous communities in 
immensely destructive ways through the energy sector. It has 
displaced Indigeous communities for large hydro projects. 
It has poisoned water and land in pursuit of oil and gas. It 
has burned and manipulated these resources to the point 
that the disruption to balance of earth, fire, water and air is 
having devastating impacts to our climate. During the ICE 
Gathering 2022, hundreds of participants came together in 
kinship, love and common purpose to the centre of power in 
Canada in Ottawa, on the traditional and unceded territories 

of the Algonquin peoples. We came together to talk about the 
power of Indigeous communities reclaiming their sovereignty 
through renewable energy projects. Indigenous communities 
are at the centre of a revolution in our power systems in 
Canada. They are driving these projects forward and creating 
increased value through community engagement, youth 
empowerment, capacity building, revenue generation, 
economic development and fulfilling social, emotional and 
sustainable development goals. Indigenous communities 
are teaching Canada what a just transition really looks like, 
where no one is left behind. We are all invited to welcome and 
support Indigeous climate leadership in the energy sector. 
We are all in relationship with Indigeous communities by 
living on their ancestral lands. We are all actors in advancing 
reconciliation. We are all part of this solution. 
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SENSE OF PLACE

 The Gathering was hosted at the Fairmont Chateau Laurier, 
in downtown Ottawa located beside the National Parliament 
Buildings. The Chateau is an imposing building in the style of 
French Gothic Revival built in 1912. It is a grand location. The 
Adam Room, where many of the plenary sessions were hosted, 
had hanging chandeliers and luxurious carpets. There were 
carved details throughout the design of the building, on walls, 
on pillars, the crown moldings. Every piece beautiful. And so 
much of the wealth that contributed to the creation of this 
building was stolen directly from Indigeous lands as it was 
funded by the Canadian National Railway. Indigenous people 
have very rarely been welcomed into these types of spaces in 
our collective history. For the two days that we were here, we 
took this space over. We deserve to be welcomed into these 
spaces. We are taking our power back to make decisions about 
our energy future. 
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HOST

“Our deepest fear is not inadequacy,  
it is that we are powerful beyond measure.”  
– MADELAINE MCCALLUM
 
Strong “Earth Woman”, Madelaine Mccallum held space for us 
over the course of the gathering as our host. She shared many 
laughs with us and was a central figure in the gathering. During 
the closing Gala, she adorned her red regalia and danced for us 
in pow wow and Métis jigging styles. She opened up to us and 
told her story about growing up with difficult family circum-
stances because of the legacy of residential school, and being 
on her own from the age of 13. Through her youth she struggled 
with extreme anxiety and abusive relationships. And then she 
was diagnosed with cancer. A friend has made a documentary 
following her healing journey called “Dancing Through”. It 
was such an honour to have her at the gathering, sharing her 
beautiful and powerful energy with us. Thank you Madi. 
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RIGHTS BASED PERSPECTIVE

Welcoming the fact that Indigeous Peoples are organizing 
themselves for political, economic, social and cultural 
enhancements, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) explicitly recognizes that respect 
for Indigeous knowledge and traditional practices contributes to 
sustainable and equitable development and proper management 
of the environment. Indigenous people protect over 80% of the 
remaining biodiversity on the planet through stewardship of 
their traditional lands. A rights-based perspective to renewable 
energy development places communities at the centre, affirms 
their jurisdiction and control over the land, and enables eco-
nomic reconciliation through true partnership and the revenue 
generating potential of these projects. 

Chief Mike Delisle of the Mohawk Council of Kahnawake said 
“change happens at the speed of trust,” to highlight the import-
ance of slowing down to ensure that community engagement 
and the necessary consensus building work can occur in a good 
way. Consensus is rarely possible in communities these days, 
but it is so crucial in small and tight knit Indigeous nations to 
listen and respond to the concerns of citizens to ensure the 
affirmation of Indigeous rights. Renewable energy projects 
funded by Federal Government programs have started to require 
that impacted communities be driving these projects. This 
represents a fundamental shift away from the ‘duty to consult’ 
where the relationship to the proponent is reactive and there 
is little influence over decision making and the nature of fall 
out benefits. The days of Impact Benefit Agreements are over, 

in favour of true partnership where communities decide how to 
make use of the sun, wind and water resources to energize their 
communities as they have done since time immemorable. 

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

The ICE team is made up primarily of Indigeous women and 
youth. They are managing programs and are empowered 
to assist leaders working on projects in their communities 
through a number of programs where mentorship and 
support are key components. Many youth-led projects were 
highlighted, including renewable powered greenhouses, a 
solar-powered ice cream truck and an ATV conversion from 
combustion to electric for a remote research station in the 
Yukon, powered by solar energy. The key enabling conditions 
for youth leadership of these projects were identified as the 
creation of kinship relations between like-minded individuals 
that care for and support each other, mentorship that includes 
helping them make industry connections, and offering assist-
ance in seeking sponsorship and funding. Including youth 
may take extra time and resources, but this is an investment 
in the future of our communities. 

As with everything, it is always important to understand what 
you do, and don’t know so that you can seek expertise in areas 
you don’t have in your project. Involving youth takes special 
skills and requires expertise, empathy and care. 
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Youth engaged with these projects need to know that it’s ok to 
fail, no one gets everything right their first try, no one has all 
the answers, there are no dumb questions and that they are 
supported to just go for it. 

“We don’t own our children,  
we borrow them from the Earth.”  
– TOM MCCALLUM

 
 
KINSHIP RELATIONS

“Clean energy starts with good energy.”

The success of ICE’s many programs, starting with the 20/20 
Catalyst Program has been attributed to its ability to enable close 
familial ties between the participants, staff and board. Many of 
the participants talked about their bonds with the others, and 
how the mutual support, mentorship and leadership between 
them holds each other up and inspires them. The vibe of the 
gathering was one of close friends coming together in celebra-
tion. There was so much laughter and joy at being together that 
emanated the grand halls of the Chateau Laurier. Where as trad-
itional colonial structures require us to leave our families behind 
along with the soulful and emotional parts of our being, this 
Gathering invited us to bring our whole selves and create new 
and lasting kinship relations. These relationships extend beyond 
our connection to those of our own species. During an adjunct 
parliamentary reception hosted by Vuntut Gwich’in First Nation 

in Old Crow, Yukon and the Assembly of First Nations - Yukon 
Region, elder Lorraine Netro spoke about how she persuaded 
a Senator to think differently about the Porcupine Caribou 
calving grounds by tying it to the birth of his child. The nursery, 
the space that a mother and child holds in the early days of its 
life, is sacred. We care for our own children in that time, as we 
must care for the children of the caribou because we are bound 
to them by the same kinship relations. Madelaine Mccallum 
explained how when we say “all my relations” it not only refer-
encing our responsibility to care for each other, but also the ways 
we relate to the four leggeds, winged ones, crawling ones, those 
who grow from the sun and in the soil. 

In order for these projects to proceed in a good way, there is 
a need to ensure that the community is on board. Kinship 
relations means that we care about how the community is 
connected to the project in soul fulfilling ways. Community 
engagement also means building capacity to ensure that when 
projects are in development, members have the skills and 
knowledge needed to actively participate in the construction 
and maintain the infrastructure long term. In the past, outside 
proponents would come into a community with a project, 
driving the narrative around the project, with legislators 
twisting policies to satisfy the proponent, often while the bene-
fits to the impacted community would be superficial at best. 
True capacity building takes extra time and money, that outside 
proponents are often reluctant to invest outside of the narrow 
terms of an impact benefit agreement. It is our responsibility 
to ensure that we honour the kinship relationships within 
our own communities in the development of these projects.  

Report from the Indigenous Clean Energy Gathering 2022  Climate Reality Project Canada  ·  7 / 11



WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP

‘Building back better’ after the COVID 19 pandemic requires us 
to ensure that no communities are left behind, and renewable 
energy projects in Indigeous communities are creating jobs 
and leadership opportunities for Indigeous people, including 
youth and women; segments of the population that are facing 
intense and disproportional social challenges from the legacy 
of residential schools, MMIWG, criminalization, substance 
use, suicide and changes to our climate. In the Inuit tradition, 
women would keep the seal oil lamps that energized the home 
and provided heat, ability to cook and light during the darkest 
times of the year. When placing women in leadership positions 
related to energy development, we disrupt the colonial, ‘old 
boy’s club’ that has dominated the traditional energy field. 

Many of the areas of influence and decision making in the 
energy sector, such as Utility Boards and oil and gas companies, 
are still dominated by the classic colonial groups. There are 

institutional structures in place that make it very difficult to 
access these spaces and disrupt the current decision-making 
processes. For example, utility acts are of provincial jurisdic-
tion so despite the Federal Governments support for Indigeous 
renewable energy development and net zero goals, the legis-
lation that governs these areas are not within their jurisdiction. 
Utility boards are mandated by these acts to keep electrical rates 
low for the rate payer, because otherwise, electrical companies 
have exclusive monopolies that charge whatever they wish. 

Women intrinsically understand that the cost of energy is 
not just monetary. There are costs to the environment and to 
our communities that are not often factored into the way we 
produce and distribute energy. Easy to operate, distributed 
renewable energy can help us adapt to the disastrous impacts 
of climate change by providing critical electricity required for 
refrigeration and communication during mass power outages. 
However, this needs to be included into the design and built 
into the systems. This will necessitate additional investment. 
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HYDROGEN

Hydrogen energy offers many advantages that are similar to 
diesel and has the potential to displace fossil fuels from many 
hard to transition industries, such as heavy equipment oper-
ation and aviation. It is portable, distributable and is chemically 
adaptable to different applications. Hydrogen can be added to 
natural gas to directly displace the amount of fossil fuels needed 
for heat, which in Canada is one of the highest sources of resi-
dential emissions. 

One of the challenges with hydrogen generally is that the 
molecule is so small that it slips through many of our available 
storage technologies. By storing hydrogen as ammonia (NH4), 
you create a liquid which has a higher concentration of hydrogen 
per unit than the same volume of gas. This would make it ideal 
for marine applications, or other industrial uses. Ammonia is 
highly toxic, so human and environmental risk management 
are important considerations for its large-scale deployment. 
The safest way to utilize hydrogen for personal vehicles and 
public usage is hydrogen fuel cells. There is the potential for 
hydrogen fuel cells to be retrofit into existing vehicles, once 
local level infrastructure is developed. The Federal Government 
has released a Hydrogen Strategy and each province is currently 
rolling out its own strategy to address the development of this 
emerging technology.

Hydrogen based energy storage produces water as a by-product. 
It has so many opportunities to support small and medium 
sized enterprises that are owned by women, marginalized 

communities and meet our net zero goals, but only if the 
hydrogen is produced through the use of renewable energy 
and target communities are included in the development of the 
infrastructure. To enable deployment, we need regional hubs 
where systems are built to produce, transport and utilize the 
hydrogen to support sustainable development goals. We also 
need to work closely with Indigeous communities and know-
ledge holders to assess, mitigate and manage the risks. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Energy efficiency in our buildings and homes is critical for a net 
zero grid because the most affordable kilowatt of energy is the 
one you don’t need to produce. Everyone has a right to a home 
that meets their basic needs for sanitation, shelter, heat and 
electricity. Canadians produced 43.3 megatonnes of CO2 from 
space heating in 2018, which is 62% of our residential energy 
use (Tryon, Chatelaine, November 2021). 

Currently, there is limited funding and support for energy 
efficiency retrofits although certain groups such as Canadian 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation are starting to roll out 
programs designed specifically to address this need. There are 
also rising costs associated with inflation and supply chain 
issues that are complicating the deployment of these types of 
programs and projects. Indigenous communities have historic 
issues with housing due to poor construction of incredibly 
cheap homes by previous iterations of the Indigenous Services 
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branch of the Federal government. By developing capacity 
within their communities in critical trades such as carpentry 
and heating systems, Indigeous communities are offering 
meaningful employment opportunities that directly benefit 
the social welfare and cohesion of the people. There is no place 
within your community more important than your home, and 
a just transition begins with adequate, safe and affordable 
housing for all. 

ACCESSING FUNDING

One of the major challenges that Indigenous communities 
have had in developing effective programs to address the 
myriad social and infrastructure-based challenges facing their 
communities has been the lack of stable funding. Many of the 
funding programs offered by the department now known as 
Crown Indigenous Relations (Indigeous rights focused) and 
Indigenous Services (local government operations focused) have 
been short term, meaning the funding was offered annually, 
nations had to apply for it, the application process would take 
months, and by the time the funding was awarded, Nations 
would have only a couple of short months to deliver the program 
or project before the cycle would start all over again. Multi-year 
funding was nearly impossible to secure, making the process 
of phased progress uncertain and disjointed. This was further 
complicated by election cycles, staff turnover and burnout rates 
being high related to job stress. Exacerbated by the challenges  
in managing projects to improve conditions in the community.

The new funding approach by the Federal government to 
support Indigeous renewable energy projects addresses many 
of the barriers faced in the past by Indigenous communities 
seeking funding. The myriad programs are being offered 
through a single window approach, where officers will help 
proponents navigate the application processes delivering 
funding to support the projects at their different stages of 
development, from community consultation and engagement, 
through  planning to development. 

The community centred nature of this approach means that 
communities can often come forward when they are ready, as 
opposed to waiting for yearly ‘call for proposals’ and can more 
efficiently plan and secure multi year project funding based on 
the fulfilment of key objectives in project development. The 
Federal Government stated that they are keen for further input 
to improve their services and address any other barriers to 
community driven energy development. 

My deepest gratitude to the ICE team  
for hosting this wonderful celebration  
of clean energy in Canada and  
welcoming me into this space.
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LEARN MORE & GET IN TOUCH 
www.climatereality.ca

The Climate Reality Project Canada’s (CRPC) office is 
located on land which has long served as a site of meeting 
and exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, including the 
Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg Nations. CRPC honours, 
recognizes and respects these Nations as the traditional 
stewards of the lands and waters on which we are today.

F in

http://www.climatereality.ca
http://facebook.com/climaterealitycanada
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwil5MqTp-T3AhWNj4kEHcwRA-kQFnoECAwQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fca.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fclimate-reality-canada-r%25C3%25A9alit%25C3%25A9-climatique-canada&usg=AOvVaw0JuDj_EIPrszmaopjTSHN1
http://twitter.com/climatereality

