
A Water Crisis in 
Flint, Michigan
WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE, NOT A 
DROP TO DRINK...
In a city called Flint, Michigan, there 
is a big, big water problem. The water 
is so dirty that it cannot be used, and 
drinking it could make someone really 
sick. How did this happen and what is 
the government planning to do to make 
everything better? 

Let’s start from the beginning. About 
two years ago, the city of Flint had to find ways to save money. One way they could do this was 
to get water from a local source rather than continue to pay the city of Detroit for access to 
Lake Huron. To save money, they decided to redirect their water service lines to the Flint River. 
Unfortunately, the Flint River had a reputation for being incredibly dirty. The water from this 
river contained such high levels of iron in it that as the water flowed through the service pipes, 
the lead from the pipes started to break down. This corrosion contaminated the very water that 
flowed into the homes of the people of Flint. For two years, the people of Flint used and drank 
this water because they were told that it was fine. It was not, and people got sick.

Now, Obama has declared a state of emergency for the city of Flint and crates of bottled water 
have been shipped to the city. The problem is far from solved but an investigation is underway 
to figure out what happened, who is responsible, why the people were misled, and how the 
government is going to fix the problem. 
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Headlines

Taiwan Earthquake
A CITY RATTLED

A big earthquake struck Tainan, Taiwan 
on Saturday, February 6th. Many people 
were hurt and some are still missing. As 
the people of Tainan begin to focus on 
their recovery efforts, they can’t help but to 
question why one building collapsed during 
the earthquake–the only one in the whole 
city. An investigation is now underway to 
see if the building was badly constructed, 
and three people have been arrested. We 
hope the people of Tainan recovery quickly 
and solve the mystery of the fallen building. 

Black History 
Month
A TIME TO HONOR. A 
TIME TO REMEMBER.

February is recognized 
in America as Black 
History Month—a time 
to honor and reflect on 
the achievements of African Americans. This 
month, we celebrate great people like Harriet 
Tubman, a brave woman who led slaves to 
freedom through the underground railroad, 
and others like Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Rosa Parks who helped fight for equality 
in America. There are so many African 
Americans who have made a difference in 
the United States. Today, Barack Obama 
leads the United States as the first African 
American President and Misty Copeland 
dances with the American Ballet Theatre as 
the first female African American principal 
ballerina. 

The Big Game
DENVER WINS!

On February 7th, the Denver 
Broncos played the Carolina 
Panthers in Super Bowl 50, the American 
football championship game. Millions of 
people watched to see who would lead 
their team to victory. Ultimately, it was the 
experienced Peyton Manning that beat the 
young and charismatic Cam Newton with 
the Broncos winning 24 to 10. Way to go, 
Broncos!
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I’m Small...
BUT I’M MIGHTY!

We’re talking about 
mosquitoes. Yes, they 
may be small and only live for about 10 days, 
but they have the power to spread disease 
and quite frankly, really annoy people! 
We’re not fans of these little buggers but 
it’s important that we talk about them and 
how they work. Why? Recently, mosquitoes 
in Brazil have been working extra hard in 
spreading a disease called the Zika virus. 
Most people who get the Zika virus don’t 
realize they have it because it feels like they 
just have a normal flu, but the virus can also 
make unborn babies really sick. That’s why 
countries around the world and disease 
monitoring groups like the World Health 
Organization are working together to try to 
help control the spread of this virus. So if 
you’re heading to a place where there might 
be a lot of mosquitoes, make sure you use 
mosquito repellent, wear clothes that cover 
up your skin, and stay away from pools of 
water because that’s where mosquitoes like 
to lay their eggs and hang out. 
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Government

State of the Union
HOW IS THE UNITED STATES DOING, MR. 
PRESIDENT?

At the 
beginning of 
every year, 
the President 
of the United 
States makes a 
speech in front 
of Congress 
to share his thoughts on how the country 
is doing and what still needs to be done. 
This is called the State of the Union address. 
In January, President Obama gave his last 
State of the Union address. He highlighted 
his accomplishments over the last eight 
years like helping America recover from 
an economic crisis, making gay marriage 
legal, and creating a universal health care 
program. He also talked about how he hopes 
the next president will continue efforts 
towards building an even better country.  
Thanks for your eight years of service, Mr. 
President!

Friends 
Now?
NOT QUITE, BUT AT 
LEAST WE’RE TALKING

Cuba is a country just 90 miles off the shores 
of Florida. Given how close this country is 
to the United States, you’d think that these 
two countries would be natural friends. 
But for over 50 years, that was not the case. 
In fact, since 1960, the United States has 
had an embargo on Cuba. Simply put, this 
meant that the U.S. had cut off all ties to 
Cuba. How did this happen? The United 
States did not trust Cuba’s longtime leader, 
Fidel Castro, and disagreed with the way he 
treated his own people. That’s why it was 
big news when President Obama and the 
new leader of Cuba, Raúl Castro, announced 
that they are starting to figure out how they 
can work together. Since those meetings, 
the president has already lifted the ban on 
travel to Cuba. Not everyone agrees with 
Obama’s decision, but the two countries are 
taking baby steps towards building a better 
relationship.

Who’s Up Next?
IT DEPENDS...

We don’t know who will be the next President of the United 
States just yet, but we’re getting closer! Since last spring, 

presidential candidates have been trying to convince people 
that he or she is the next best person to lead the country. But before votes can be cast, the 

Republicans and Democrats must decide on one candidate who will best represent them at 
the national convention. That’s why state caucuses and primaries are so important. Caucuses 
and primaries are when the people of each state get to vote for their preferred candidate from 
each party. According to the recent Iowa caucus and New Hampshire primary, Hillary Clinton 

and Bernie Sanders are the top contenders for the Democratic party and Ted Cruz, Donald 
Trump, and John Kasich are the top contenders for the Republican party. There’s definitely 

more to figure out but we’re getting closer to finding out!

xyzanews.com
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Science/Technology

I Want To Be An 
Astronaut! 
NASA, WHERE DO I SIGN UP?

Want a job where you get to visit the moon? 
How about one where you get to study the 
planet Mars and maybe even visit one day? 
Or how about one where you get to learn 
and discover new things about space? If 
you answered “Yes!” to these questions, 
you’ll want to listen up! NASA, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, is 
looking for their next class of astronauts 
to join their current 46-person team. But 
before you jump out of your seat and ask 
your parents to submit your application, 
you’ll need a few things. Each candidate 
(or person who is considered for the job) 
must have at least a college degree in math, 
science, or engineering. They also must have 
professional experience or experience flying 
a jet for more than 1,000 hours. And last but 
not least, all candidates must pass a health 
test to make sure they are in top physical 
health. So if you’re thinking of becoming 
an astronaut, start checking off that list and 
soon you’ll be ready for lift off! 

What’s That Up There?
A BIRD? A PLANE? NO, IT’S A DRONE!

Picture this: it’s a sunny Sunday afternoon. 
You’re at a park riding your bike when all of 
a sudden you see this thing in the sky that is 
zooming around like an airplane, hovering 
like a helicopter, and yet small enough to fit 

on a chair. Wondering 
what that is? It’s most 
likely a recreational 
(or toy) drone, also 
called an “unmanned 
aerial vehicle”. Drones 
can be very useful–

filmmakers use drones to capture sweeping 
overhead scenes and Amazon.com is hoping 
to one day use drones to deliver packages 
to your doorstep. Drones are also just plain 
fun! It’s a toy that you can fly around using 
a remote control, computer, or smart phone, 
and people who love taking pictures can use 
it to capture photos like that of a bird’s nest 
in a tree. Awesome, right? 

There’s no doubt that 
drones are fun and 
can be very useful, but 
the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) 
(or the group that 
oversees all aircrafts), is 
worried that drones can 
be a danger to airplanes, helicopters, and 
public spaces. That’s why there’s a new rule 
that anyone who owns a drone must register 
his or her drone with the FAA. 185,000 
drones have already been registered but 
since there were probably around a million 
drones sold just during the last holiday 
season alone, there are definitely a few more 
out there that need to be registered.

xyzanews.com
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Let’s Move It!
LESS SUGAR AND 
MORE EXERCISE IS 
WHERE IT’S AT

Have you heard? First 
Lady Michelle Obama wants the country to 
move! No, not move to a new place, but to 
move their bodies like walking, dancing, 
or playing in the playground. She’s been 
working hard to help people (especially kids!) 
understand how important it is to take care 
of their bodies. One way to take care of your 
body is to exercise. Another way is to eat 
foods that are good for you.

Every five years the U.S. government comes 
out with updated advice on what to eat based 
on the discoveries of nutrition scientists (or 
people who study food and how it affects 
the body). So what should we be eating 
to maintain a healthy diet? It sounds like 
different kinds of protein like lean meats, 
nuts, and seafood are a thumbs up, but sugar 
is a big thumbs down! 

El Niño, You’re Crazy!
BUT COMBINED WITH GLOBAL WARMING, 
YOU’RE CRAZIER!

It’s December and 45 degrees in California. 
It’s raining and you’re freezing and bundled 
up in a winter coat. New York City, on the 
other hand, is a warm and sunny 71 degrees 
and your friends are eating ice cream cones 
in their shorts! Something just doesn’t seem 
quite right. Shouldn’t it be a little warmer in 
California and much cooler in New York?  
What gives? Well, you’re right! The unusual 
weather patterns this year are different from 
that of a typical El Niño year. El Niño is 
extreme climate changes in the Pacific that 
happens every 2-7 years, causing extreme 
weather like heavy rainfall on the west coast. 
This year, however, the radical shifts in 
weather have been due to the combination 
of El Niño and global warming (or the 
gradual warming of the planet). Interesting, 
right? We think so. So don’t be caught off 
guard by the weather–keep your rain boots 
AND sunglasses at the ready! 

Northern Lights
AN UNBELIEVABLE LIGHT SHOW

In the movie, “Frozen,” Elsa and Anna live in 
the kingdom of Arendelle where streaks of 
green lights or Northern Lights light up the sky. 
Did you ever think, “Is that real?” Well, it is! The Northern Lights, also known as the “Aurora 
Borealis,” is a natural light show in the sky that can be seen best in the northern and southern 
parts of the world where the magnetic poles are strongest. When the sun’s energy collides 
with the molecules of the magnetic poles, bright, glowing lights appear in the sky. These 
lights follow an 11-year cycle, with times of intense activity and other times of lesser activity. 
Researchers believe that after this year, it will be another 8-10 years before they’re active 
again. Interested in seeing the Northern Lights? Canada, Alaska, Iceland, Greenland, and 
Russia are some of the best places to catch this amazing light show.

xyzanews.com
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Arts/Culture/Sports

Who Was Ziggy Stardust?
THE MAN BEHIND THE IMAGE

To some, Ziggy Stardust was a popular singer 
from the 1970s. To others, Ziggy was that 
artist who wore really memorable makeup 
and outfits. And yet to others, he was the guy 
who had different colored eyes because he 
got into a fight over a girl when he was a kid! 
Pow! But Ziggy Stardust was actually a very 
talented artist named David Bowie. 

For over 50 years, David Bowie made music 
that was all his own–nothing fit into one 
exact type of music like jazz, pop, or rock. 
He was a one-of-a-kind singer, musician, 
songwriter, record producer, painter, and 
actor. Sadly, he passed away on January 9th, 
one day after he released his last album and 
celebrated his 69th birthday. Even though he 
lost his long battle with cancer, he will always 
be remembered for his work, his art, and how 
he made being unique okay. 

Children’s Book Winners
AND THE AWARD GOES TO...

If you could give a “Best Book” award to only 
one of the books sitting on your bookshelf, 
which book would it be? We at xyza would 
have a really hard time picking just one 
since there are so many books that we 
absolutely love! Well, every year a group 
of people from the Association for Library 
Service to Children have to do just that–
they have to pick what they think is the best 
children’s picture book and the best writer of 
a children’s book.

This year, the 
Caldecott Medal, 
which is given to the 
book that has the 
best illustrations (or 
drawings) to help tell a 
story, was awarded to 
a book called, “Finding 
Winnie: The True Story 

of the World’s Most Famous Bear”. This story 
is about a bear (the one that inspired the 
story of the now very famous Winnie the 
Pooh!) and his friendship with a soldier. 

The Newbery Medal 
was given to Matt de la 
Peña, the first Hispanic 
author to win this 
medal. His book, “Last 
Stop on Market Street,” 
is a story about a bus 
ride where a little boy 
discovers the amazing 
sights and sounds around him. We don’t 
know about you, but we can’t wait to add 
these books to our bookshelf!

xyzanews.com
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They Shoot! They Score!
MAKING PROFESSIONAL BASKETBALL 
LOOK EASY

Will the Golden State Warriors make it to the 
NBA Championships again and break even 
more franchise and NBA records along the 
way? That is THE question that basketball 
fans around the world are wondering. With 
an already impressive best start record in the 
history of the NBA and having only lost four 
out of the 52 games 
played, the Warriors 
are well on their way to 
breaking more records. 
At this rate, they 
may even break the 
Chicago Bulls’ record 
1995-1996 season of 
72 wins and only 10 
losses. Only time will 
tell, but it sure will 
be fun watching the 
games along the way! 
We Believe!  

Star Wars...
IN A GALAXY ALL ITS 
OWN

Almost 40 years ago, a 
movie called “Star Wars” opened to movie-
goers around the world. No one expected it 
to become the movie phenomenon that it 
has turned into today. The Star Wars movies 
have captivated hundreds of millions of fans 
all over the world. Add a rogue stormtrooper, 
a female Jedi, and a new droid and it seems 
like the force is only growing stronger with 
fans old and new.  

The latest Star Wars movie, “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens” has become the #1 movie 
in the United States. What does that mean 
exactly? It means that of all the movies 
that have been made, “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” has made the most money. That’s 
more than Iron Man and even more than 
Harry Potter! Has the force been awakened 
in you?

Happy Year of the 
Monkey!
LET’S CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR AGAIN

Did you know that some people celebrate the 
new year twice? That’s right! Some people 
celebrate the new year on January 1st, and 
then some people also celebrate the Lunar 
New Year according to the lunar or Chinese 
calendar. According to the lunar calendar, it is 
the year 4714, the year of the monkey, and the 
first day of the year was on February 8th. 

Did you celebrate 
the Lunar New Year? 
Here at xyza, we 
celebrated the New 
Year by spending 
time with family, 
wearing red clothes, 
cleaning and 
decorating the office 
with auspicious (or lucky) signs, folding red 
envelope goldfish, and making and eating 
dumplings on the first day of the new year. 
Yum! We wish you a very Happy New Year of 
the monkey!

xyzanews.com

  Arts/Culture/Sports

Gong Hay Fat Choy!



8 xyzanews.com

xyza: news for kids

WORD SEARCH
Step 1: In a large bowl, mix in all of the 
ingredients except for the water and 
dumpling wrappers.

Step 2: Once the ingredients have been 
combined, take a large teaspoon of 
the filling and put it in the center of a 
dumpling wrapper. 

Step 3: Using your finger, paint the 
edge of the entire wrapper with water. 
Then fold it in half and press on the 
edges so that the wrapper is sealed 
(there are no holes and you can’t see the 
filling!)

Step 4: Boil a pot of water. Add the 
dumplings into the water. Boil for 7-8 
minutes and then take them out with a 
strainer. 

Step 5: Take a bite of your good luck 
dumpling and have a wonderful and 
prosperous New Year of the monkey!

The xyza word search is two games in 
one! Look for the pink highlighted words 
throughout the newspaper. Then find them in 
this word search.

FOOD

Feeling Lucky?
YOU MUST HAVE HAD A 
DUMPLING...

Dumplings are traditionally 
eaten on the first day of the 
Lunar New Year. Dumplings represent good luck 
and good fortune and the shape resembles money 
that was used a long time ago. Want to make your 
own dumplings? Grab an adult to help you make 
our fun and easy lucky dumpling recipe!

LUCKY DUMPLING RECIPE

Ingredients:
1 pound of ground pork
1/2 cup chopped shrimp
1/2 cup of finely chopped Napa 
cabbage 
2 stalks of green onions, minced
2 large slices of ginger, minced 
5 tablespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoon sesame oil
1 tablespoon cooking wine
1 small cup of water
1 pack of dumpling wrappers 
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