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Having assessed the site characteristics and soil limitations, land is then grouped within the classes detailed in 

Table 3. Although these class definitions are similar to those of the original Rural Land Capability Classification System 

(Emery 1986) they incorporate more information relating to land management intensity and soil limitations. For this reason, 

the revised Land and Soil Capability Classification can, in some circumstances, substantially alter the original classification 

under RLC. An example of such a change includes riparian zones adjacent to stream channels, which are assigned a relatively 

high class number in an area of otherwise low class number. Another example might be Class II or Class III land 

(RLC) in which a clear salinity or sodicity soil limitation exists, in which case this land would be assigned to Class VI. 

Table 3. Summary of the land and soil capability classes. 

Class Definition Description Land-Use 

I 

Land with no major 

limitation for use and 
suitable for a wide range 

of land uses 

Generally found on level alluvial 

flats of major rivers with stable 

fertile soils. Considered to be 
prime agricultural land and 

contain some of the best 

cropping in soils in the State. 

Suitable for both high and low impact land 
uses. The exception urban development as 

much of this land is flood prone. Includes 

the best cropping land in the State. Few 
limitations. 

II 

Land with minor 

constraints to land use 

Generally on very gently 

sloping to undulating slopes 

and footslopes where 

limitations can be controlled by 

simple soil management. 

Suitable for a wide variety of land uses 

with very low to high impact on the 
soils. The exception is urban 

development as much of this land is 

flood prone 

III 
Land with slight to 

moderate constraints to 
use 

Includes gently sloping to 
undulating areas prone to soil 

erosion that can cause 

significant off-site impacts 

Generally suitable for very low to 
moderate impact land uses but also 

some high impact land uses if suitable 

soil management practices implemented 

IV 

Lands with moderate 

limitations for land use 

Not capable of regular 

cultivation cropping owing to 
limitations of slope gradient, 

shallowness of soil, climate 

or a combination of these. 

Generally suitable for very low to 

moderate impact land uses. Includes 

some of the best grazing lands in the 
State. 

V 

Lands with moderate to 
high limitation to use 

Land not capability for 

regular cultivation owing to 

limitations of soil erodibility, 
slope gradient, shallowness 

of soil, climate or a 

combination of these. 

Land is generally suitable for moderate to 

low intensity grazing. Significant 

limitations for high impact land uses.. 

Suitable for very low to moderate (with 

appropriate management) impact land 
uses such as direct drill cropping in and 

grazing 

VI 

Lands with a high 

degree of limitation to 

use 

Includes rolling to steep hills 
with slopes up to 33 % with high 

erosion risk and areas where 

climate severely limits the 
potential for plant growth 

Not capable of supporting high or medium 

impact land uses due to extreme difficulty 

in removing or reversing degradation and 
associated off-site impacts. Low 

productivity agricultural land capable of 

light grazing or nature conservation. 

VII Land should remain 

under native vegetation 

due to high soil erosion 

hazard and extreme site 

limitations 

Includes very steep lands and 

all eroded lands where the best 

method to control soil erosion 
is by retention or re-

establishment of native 

vegetation. 

The extreme degree of limitations present 
preclude the use of all land use practices 

except for those with very low impacts on 

the soil (e.g. native vegetation and 

maintenance for nature conservation) 

VIII 

Other lands not suitable 
for any type of land use 

apart from native timber 

and nature conservation 
due to severe 

limitations. 

Includes: beds and banks of 

streams; swamps; lagoons; 
wetlands; lakes; tidal flats and 

estuaries; land with steep to 

precipitous slopes (> 50%); and 
sand dunes and beaches which 

are bare or prone to extreme 

wind erosion 

Suitable for only very low impact land 

uses such as native vegetation 
conservation. *Includes the beds and 

streambanks of streams of fifth order or 

greater.  

Although the land capability framework was not specifically designed with the drier western parts of the State in mind, it can 

be adapted to these areas. These areas are currently covered by Land Systems Mapping (NSW Soil Conservation Service) 

and this can provide the basis on which to apply the land capability system to these areas and this element of the land and 

soil capability system is currently being developed. *Class VIII includes beds and banks of streams.  




