



As an instructor of art I have three goals: to demonstrate by example the connection between 
art and life- to emphasize that art does not exist apart from life, but rather grows out of it; to 
help my students identify their own individual creative aptitudes and, having done so, to help 
them strengthen and cherish those impulses; and to instill in them an understanding and 
appreciation for the expressions of others. 

To achieve the first of these goals, I would emphasize to my students that art is, and always has 
been a mainstay of any culture that considers itself progressive and  forward-looking. I would 
expose them to the works of master artists, both historical and contemporary, to my own work 
and to that of my peers, as well as the work of their peers. When possible, I would invite artists 
into the class to share their working methods and philosophies with my students. By doing so, 
I hope to demystify art and demonstrate that, while artist are people who attempt to translate 
life’s experiences and help all of us deal with the complexities of life in a humane fashion, they 
are also ordinary people who problem solve everyday, just as adults in other profession do. 

Although demonstrating the value of art in life is the first important step in art instruction, I 
believe, perhaps an even more crucial one is allowing the students to participate personally in 
the making of art. To help students realize their individual artistic aptitudes, I would create a 
laboratory environment, which permits and encourages independent thinking, creative 
problem solving, the value of personal expression and respect for the expressions of others. 
Structured and stimulating problems would routinely be presented, discussed, solved, and 
thoughtfully and meaningfully critiqued. To further accentuate the primacy of the creative 
impulse, I would introduce students to a wide variety of materials and techniques. Only 
through the marriage of those technical concerns with the full range of expressions available 
to them can the students truly realize the importance of art and culture to their everyday lives. 

Once students have experience in realizing their artistic and expressive abilities, I would work 
to instill in them respect for the individual expression of others, no matter how varied and 
possibly divergent from their own those might be. This last, I feel, is essential if the cultures of 
others apart from our own are to be appreciated and safe guarded.  

These goals are not just lofty and grandiose theories written to impress, but rather are the 
actual practices that I, as a working artist and teacher, incorporate into my everyday life. I 
believe that by so doing, I am developing future artists, creative problem solvers, lovers of art, 
protectors of culture, free and independent thinkers, and hopefully, more humane and 
respectful citizens of the world tomorrow. 
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