
Thanks for your interest in joining my lab! This is the end of my first year at CSUN and I am still 
settling in. I am currently wrapping up research projects I started as a postdoc and trying to get 
things started at CSUN. Currently, my research is 100% focused on bioinformatics/computational 
biology. That means I am not doing typical research that is done in a genetics lab. If you are 
looking for hands-on experience with laboratory analysis, I recommend looking for another 
mentor. If you’d like to learn programming, statistics, population genetics, computational biology, 
and bioinformatics, my lab might be a good fit for you. Sometime in the summer, I might be 
recruiting a couple of undergraduate students to join my lab. Please check the information below. 
In the week of June 27, I will be reviewing the information you and other students sent me. 
Sometime that week I will reach out to the students that seem to be a better fit to join my lab at 
this moment and will let you know about my decision. Thanks for your patience. 
 
Please send me a text file via email (eduardo.amorim@csun.edu) with the following 
information. Please use “UG research” as the email subject. 

1. Name 

2. Email 

3. Are you a CSUN student? What is your major? What year? 

4. What course(s) did you take with me and in what semester? What was your grade? 
What was the most interesting lecture/subject in your opinion? 

5. Have you taken BIOL 322 Evolutionary Biology? With whom? How did you like it? What 
was your favorite theme? 

6. What is the aspect of my research that you’re most interested in? 

7. What is your academic/career goal? E.g.: medical school, graduate school, industry job 
in the biomedical field, teacher, not sure yet, etc. (there are no wrong answers) 

8. Why do you want to join my lab? How will it help you achieve your goals?  

9. Rate your level of familiarity with the following techniques/tools/methods. Use a 0-5 
scale (see blue text at the end of this document). 

• RFLP (restriction enzymes) 
• Pipetting 
• PCR 
• Electrophoresis 
• Bioinformatics 
• LINUX/BASH 
• R and R-studio 
• Programming languages (which one(s)?) 
• Statistical inference 
• Hypothesis testing with statistical methods 

10. Please attach your unofficial or official transcripts. 

11. Do you have any research experience? Who was your mentor (faculty member)? What 
research topic? What methods did you use or what skills did you develop? 



12. My current research is 100% focused on bioinformatics and statistics (“dry lab”). I am 
going to start working on a new project with some laboratory (“wet lab”) work sometime 
in the Fall. I hope to have students working on both wet and dry labs sometime then. 
The research will focus on nonhuman primates. Would you have a preference for wet 
lab, dry lab, or both? While the wet lab component of this research doesn’t start, would 
you be willing to focus on learning bioinformatics and literature review?  

13. For how many months would you like to work in my lab? There are no wrong answers, 
but this will help me tailor a good project for you based on your timeline. I understand 
that things might change at any time, and you may want to leave the lab – that is no 
problem. You may say “just for the summer” or “for one year” or “until I graduate in ####” 
or “not sure yet, but at least two months” etc. 

14. How many hours per week would you be available? I believe 4 hours a week is ideal for 
a start. 

15. Here’s one of my papers that will be similar to the research I am planning to do together 
with undergrads in my lab. Please have a look at it and see if this is the kind of thing 
you’d like to do. https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1620541114  

 
You don’t necessarily need to have research experience. I’d be happy to train you, but I would 
like to design a project and a mentoring strategy that capitalize on your previous experiences 
and are tailored to your career goals and academic aims.   
 
Scale to be used for question #9 above. 
0 - I’ve never heard of it 
1 - I have heard of it but have never actually done it 
2 - I am not very familiar with it, but have used it a couple of times 
3 - I’m familiar with it but need more practice  
4 - I’m very familiar with it and feel confident about using it by myself 
5 - I’m very familiar with it and would be able to train others 
 
 


