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gGressingham Parish Council 

Minutes of the of the 382nd  meeting 
held on 13th September 2021 

 
A meeting of Gressingham Parish Council was held on 13th September 2021 in which the 
following members participated: Martin Brooks (MB) (Chair), Penny Foulds (PF), Michele 
Luxon (ML), Grant Parker (GP), Neil Read (NR), plus the Clerk, Lesley Wareing (LW).  
 
382/1 Apologies for absence 

None - all members were present. 
 

382/2 Declarations of Interest 

No interests were declared in respect of any item on the agenda. 
 
382/3 Minutes of previous meetings 

The minutes of the previous meetings held on 12th July  2021 were 
approved for signature by the Chair. 

 
382/4  Matters arising from previous minutes (not covered elsewhere)  

 
382/5 Finance and Governance 

a) 2021/22 in-year financial position as at 13th September 2021. 
It was noted that current bank balance was £4221.82. as shown on the  

most recent Yorkshire Bank statement dated 25th June 2021 Members 
discussed known and possible expenditure and income during the remainder 
of the 2021/22 financial year, noting known expenditure of around £1400, a 
contingency fund of ~£500 and an end of year  reserve of a minimum of £500.  
This would enable up to £1700 of expenditure on equipment and/or projects 
during the remainder of 2021/22 or for it to be carried forward to 2021/22 to be 
put towards the purchase of an additional SpID - as previously discussed. 

It was agreed to approve the financial report to 13th September2021 
and that the chair should sign the financial statement. 

b)    2021 Annual Parish Meeting 
It was noted that discussions were continuing about the Parish Meeting 

and the appointment of Trustees for the Gressingham Village Trust.  
Action: MB/LW 

c)     Information sheet on the role and powers of the Parish Council 
It was agreed to do further work for discussion t the next meeting of the 

PC.   Action: LW/MB 
d) Monitoring against Annual Governance Cycle 

It was noted that all actions had been carried out at the required times 
and included in relevant agendas and minutes.   

382/6 Gressingham and Eskrigge Community Emergency Plan (CEP) 
NR reported that progress is ongoing with the purchase and storage of 

equipment.  Action: NR 
 

382/7 Police and Crime reports update 
No reports had been received. 
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382/8  Planning and Tree Works applications (Note: 381/8a was taken as the first 

item of discussion.) 
a) 18/01165/HYB: erection of 76 residential units and GP surgery,  

Hornby (NOT supported by the PC).  The PC received a detailed 

update on the current position from Sally Riley.   Members received 

the update with interest and agreed the various actions to be 

undertaken prior to the proposals going before the City Council 

Planning Committee on a date yet to be confirmed.  Action: MB/SR 

b) It was noted that the following applications previously considered by 

PC had now been decided by City Council: 

 20/01303/FUL and 20/01326/FUL: Netherby, Aughton Road, 

Gressingham (supported by PC but rejected by the City Council). 

21/00509/LB and 21/00508/FUL: replacement conservatory at 

Eskrigge Hall (supported by the PC and approved by the City Council) 

21/00680/FUL: erection of greenhouse at  Loyn View (supported by 

the PC and approved by the City Council). 

 
382/9  Road Maintenance and traffic  

a) Traffic issues and road safety concerns 
PC members further discussed ongoing concerns about the volume and 

speed of traffic travelling on roads through the village  Since the July 
meeting: 

 LW had contacted the Clerk of Halton PC about the recently 
introduced 20 mph limit on the main road in Halton; 

 NR had devised a consultation survey for Gressingham and 
Eskrigge residents about the possibility of a 20 mph limit throughout 
the village; 

 NR was in discussions with the County Council about the feasibility 
of installing a SpID in Rabbit Lane. 

It was agreed that: 
i) an updated letter setting out the PC’s concerns about 
traffic and road safety should be sent to the County Council 
Highways Department.  Action LW/MB 
ii)  the  Clerk should write to neighbouring PCs to see if they 
were interested in making a combined approach to the County 
Council about traffic and road safety issues in the lower Lune 
Valley;  Action: LW 
ii) the consultation survey about a 20 mph speed limit should 
be sent to Gressingham and Eskrigge residents;  Action: NR 
iii) NR should continue discussions about a SpiD in Rabbit 
Lane;  Action NR 
iv) the possible purchase of a new solar-powered SpID plus 
data logger should be revisited at the January meeting; 

b) SpID update 
It was reported that good progress has been made with arrangements 

to power the SpID at the Borrans end of the village from the electricity 
supply in a nearby house. A similar arrangement is planned for the SpID 
near Gressingham Hall at the other end of the village which, in the 
meantime, continues to work satisfactorily off its power pack.  Action: NR 

c) Parking problems at Loyn Bridge 
No further reports of problems had been received.  
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d)   Road fault reports  
It was noted that: 

 the footpath “obstruction” between Eskrigge and Snab was also 
recorded as still under investigation (although the footpath is not 
obstructed); 

 NR had emailed the County Council about a reported fault (a 
sunken grid) near the entrance to Gressingham Hall which had 
been reported in the normal way but appears to have been 
deemed not sufficiently serious to warrant repair work. 

It was agreed also to keep monitoring all faults.  Action: LW 
 

382/10  Amenities and facilities 
a) Lancashire County Council footpath clearance grant 

It was noted that the PC had opted in to the 2021/22 scheme and would 
shortly be receiving a grant of £500. Work to be done had already been 
identified and would start when possible. There was some discussion as to 
whether the grant money should be spent on equipment or labour.  It was 
noted that in addition to the work enabled by the grant, there had already 
been, and would continue to be, generous donation of time and labour to 
maintain the footpaths in the parish. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should approach one or more contractors to 
see if they were interested in doing the work. Members agreed that if  no 
other expressions of interest were received then M A Brooks Ltd should 
carry out the work and submit an invoice in due course.  Members agreed 
that MB and ML should coordinate and oversee the work as they knew 
exactly what needed doing. Action: LW/MB/ML 

b) White Bridges path (and other footpath clearance and maintenance) 
PC members were reminded that a working party to repair and repaint 

the railings on the white bridges is still planned but  would not now happen 
until the spring of 2022.  Action: MB/ML 

c) Dog fouling 
As previously agreed by the PC, two additional signs had been placed 

in appropriate places in the village and one sign had been relocated at the 
suggestion of a regular dog walker.  

d)   Pearson Trust Working Group (PTWG) 
Jane Paxman (Chair, PTWG) had reported that no further progress had 

yet been possible. 
e) Greener Gressingham 

A recycling scheme based in the OSR had been started. Other projects 
(e.g. tree planting, pollen patches) would be taken forward in due course. 

 

382/11 Date of next meeting 

It was agreed to schedule the date of next regular meeting of the PC for 
Monday 22 November 2021.  It was noted that some members might be 
unable to attend if they did not feel comfortable with meeting indoors. 

Note: these minutes are unconfirmed until ratified by the next meeting of 
Gressingham Parish Council 


