Santo & Johnny

(an American rock and roll duo from Brooklyn.)

Santo Farina was Johnny’s older brother. He played
the lap steel guitar as a youth, and then taught Johnny
to play the electric guitar. They began recording in
1959 with Trinity Records and released “Sleep Wal
written with the help of their mother and sister Ann.
Santo wrote the melody, Ann and their mother wrote
the lyrics. Johnny’s name was added to the credits as
a family courtesy.
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Sleep Walk’ became a regional hit, and was then
released nationally, becoming a #1 pop hit. The follow-
up. “Tear Drop’, was another hit, though their LP,
Santo & Johnny, was less successful. They continued
recording and releasing albums until 1976 with little
pop success, after which Santo began a solo career.

“Sleep Walk” was originally covered by Betsy Brye in
1958 (it had lyrics as well), but has been also covered
by The Shadows, The Ventures, Jake Shimabukuro,
Larry Carlton, The Brian Setzer Orchestra, Deftones,
Chet Atkins, Joe Satriani, and most steel guitarists.
Indie group Modest Mouse also covered the music,
this time using the lyrics and entiting the song
“Sleepwalking’.

That's only a very sketchy outline, we may go a little
deeper and see just how the duo came to be formed
and how thier carear progressed.

Santo & Johnny were an instrumental guitar duo best
known for their hauntingly atmospheric instrumental
‘Sleepwalk’ which entered Billboard’s Top 40 on
August 17th, 1959. It rose to the No. 1 position for two
weeks in September (the 21st and the 28th) and
remained in the ‘Top 40’ list until November 9th.

DOWNLOAD

17

Torrent Lee Evans Big Live 2008 Windows Professional Cracked Key Zip

Santo Farina (born October 24th 1937, Brooklyn, New
York) was one half of the guitar duo. The other half
was Johnny Farina (born April 30th, 1941 in Brooklyn).
When they were very young, their dad was drafted into
the Army and stationed in Oklahoma. There (on the
radio) he heard this beautiful music. It was the sound
of the steel guitar and he wrote home to his wife and
said “I'd like the boys to learn to play this instrument.”

Upon returing from the war, he searched out a man
who could get the boys started with the steel guitar.
Santo would listen frequently to the *Hometown
Frolics,” a country radio show and he learned to love
the sound of the steel guitar as much as his father.
When Santo was a teenager, he was able to get a
local music store to modify an acoustic guitar which
would allow him to play it like a steel guitar.

Santo became mesmerized with the sounds he could
produce on his new guitar and he practiced day and
night. In a matter of two years, he was performing for
amateur shows on a new Gibson six-string steel gui-
tar. Not long afterward, he started receiving lessons
from a steel guitar teacher who had studied in Hawaii.
In 1952, at the age of fourteen, Santo formed an
instrumental trio with a guitarist and drummer. By this
time he was composing songs as well as the hits of
the day. He also included a few Hawaiian standards
when the group played at local dances and parties.
With money he made from performing he bought
another steel guitar. This one had three necks, each
with eight strings. He experimented with the addition-
al two strings until he came up with tunings that
appealed to him.

When Johnny reached the age of twelve, he began to
play accompaniment to Santo on a standard electric
guitar. The brothers soon formed a duo and became
rather popular in school. They would play at church
dances, wedding and clubs. ‘The Farina Brothers’
began to gather fans from Brooklyn to Long Island. As
their popularity grew, they recorded a couple of demo
tapes.

Santo took the demos and made the rounds of the
New York record companies. The brothers eventually
came to the attention of a music publishing company
and signed a song writer’s contract. This led to a con-
tract with Canadian-American Records. Their first
release “Sleep Walk” was composed by Santo with
help from his mother and sister, Ann Farina.

After years of hard work, Santo & Johnny seemed pre-
pared for success. They recorded the instrumental
piece at Trinity Music in Manhattan. The disc was
leased to Canadian-American Records (a label start-
ed in February 1959 by Gene Omdorf of Minot, North
Dakota) and it became a huge hit.

They eamed a gold record for ‘Sleepwalk’ and
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