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About This Book 

 

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation 

(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster 

environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks 

of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation 

efforts.  

We believe that small stories can spark big change.  That is why we have 

made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and 

community members.   

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed 

and used for educational or nonprofit purposes.  

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.  

 

http://www.theobcc.org/


  

On a peaceful morning in the Outer Banks, the Dunehopper 
Ghost Crab Family scurried out of their burrow just as the sun 
painted the dunes gold. 

Mama Crab stretched her claws. 
Papa Crab blinked his tall eye stalks. 
Sandy and Scoot clicked excitedly, ready for adventure. 
Baby Shellby giggled at the seabirds overhead. 

 



 

 

As they scampered toward the shoreline, they came across a 
lonely little ghost crab sitting by a washed-up piece of driftwood. 
Her shell was a different color—soft lavender instead of yellow—
and she hid behind it when anyone looked at her. 

Sandy approached gently. 
“Hi… I’m Sandy. Are you okay?” 

The little crab peeked out. 
“My name’s Lilac,” he whispered. “The other crabs say I’m strange 
because I look different. So I stay here.” 

 



  

Mama Crab’s heart softened like warm sand. 
“Every shell is beautiful,” she said kindly. “And every creature 
belongs on this beach.” 

Papa nodded. “The ocean makes us all different—but it loves us just 
the same.” 

Scoot offered Lilac a shiny pebble. 
“Want to explore with us? We respect all creatures, big or small, 
sandy or lavender!” 

Lilac’s eyes brightened. 
“You… you really don’t mind?” 

Sandy held out her claw. 
“We love who you are. That’s what matters.” 

 



  

So the crabs played together—zig-zagging across the dunes, 
chasing the glow of tiny plankton, and exploring tide pools full of 
wiggly critters. Lilac laughed for the first time all day. 

Later, as the sun dipped low and painted the sky pink, Mama 
gathered everyone around. 

“Today we learned something important,” she said. “When we 
accept each other just as we are, the beach feels warmer. 
Brighter. Happier.” 

Lilac smiled, feeling the truth of her words in her little crabby 
heart. 

 

 



 

The Dunehoppers scurried home as the stars twinkled above 
them—one big sandy family, made stronger by kindness, love, 
and respect for all the wonderful creatures who share their world. 

 



 

Did You Know? 

• Ghost crabs come in different colors! 
Most ghost crabs are sandy yellow, which helps them blend into the 
beach—but sometimes they can appear lighter, darker, or even 
slightly tinted depending on their environment. 

• Being different can be a strength in nature. 
Animals with unique colors or traits may survive in special habitats 
where others cannot. 

• Ghost crabs use their eyes to stay safe. 
Their tall eyestalks let them see almost all the way around them—
helping them watch for danger and find friends! 

• The beach is home to many kinds of creatures. 
From crabs and birds to tiny plankton, every living thing plays an 
important role in keeping the ecosystem healthy. 

• Kindness helps communities grow stronger. 
Just like in the story, when animals (and people!) include others and 
show respect, everyone benefits. 

• The Outer Banks is a place of incredible diversity. 
Each dune, tide pool, and shoreline is filled with unique life—no two 
creatures or experiences are exactly the same. 

 



 

Dunehoppers and the Power of Love and 
Kindness 

The Dunehopper Ghost Crab family begins a joyful day on the Outer Banks, 

where they soon meet a lonely lavender crab named Lilac who feels 

unwelcome because she looks different. With warmth and compassion, the 

Dunehoppers invite her to explore, play, and discover the beauty of being 

accepted just as she is. Through shared adventures—zig-zagging across 

dunes, chasing glowing plankton, and laughing together—the family 

teaches Lilac that every creature belongs and that kindness makes the world 

brighter. As the stars rise, the crabs return home as one loving family, 

strengthened by the simple but powerful truth that love and respect 

connect all who share the beach. 
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