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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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by found a shell speckled
“This one feels just right to me.”
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Scoot’s eyes widened. “Is that like people?” == S

said. “People can look different, s

* do things in their own way—ijust like these sheIIs 5%

Mama added, “ like shells, every person has a story,
shaped by where they’ve been and what they’ve been through.”

The waves rolled in and gently rearranged the shells, nudging them
closer together. -

ocean doesn’t choose favorites,” she

atched quietly. “

’"“No, |t makes ‘room for all of them.”

Mama wrpe herclaws a ound the children. “When we accept

_others an@show love, the world becomes kinder—just like this
 shore.”

One bﬁﬁﬁe the children placed their shells back where they
belonged. The sun glinted off the many colors, and the beach
seemed to smile.
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| . samfé: a:ré dark Each one was shaped by the ocean, the
sand, and the journey it took to get there.

That’s why no two shells are exactly the same—and why every
shell belongs right where it is. Just like shells along the shore,
people are special because of their differences, and the world is

~more beautiful when everyone is welcomed and loved.




The Shells Along theiShore u,

'S@Tgtydren's story set on the Outer Banks of North Carolina in which Papa
22 Mﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬂnehopper lead their children on a morning beach walk to
collect seashells, using the many colors, shapes, and textures they find as a
way to teach an important lesson about acceptance. As the family
compares smooth and bumpy shells, bright and muted ones, and those
shaped by different journeys, they discover that ng two are the same—yet
every shell belongs on the shore. Through simple dialogue and calm ocean
imagery, the story helps children understand that people, like shells, are
shaped by their experiences and differences, and that the world becomes
kinder, stronger, and more beautiful when everyone is welcomed and

valued just as they are.
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About the Publisher

Outer Banks Coastal Conservation (OBCC) is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to fostering environmental stewardship and a deeper connection
to the Outer Banks of North Carolina through education, outreach, and

conservation initiatives.
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Learn more and download free educational resources at:

www.theobcc.org.
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