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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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Beep. Beep. Beep.

At 5:00 a.m., Sandy s aIarm clock 'c’hlrped beSIde the burrow wall.

Sandy, Scoot ‘and Sheliby Bunehopper popped their eyes open at

Out5|de, the beach was still qu hem
k, and the sand felt ;: en,




At the table, Mama poured sea oat porridge while Papa folded the
morning tide chart.

“Today’s our Sea Oats School Science Lesson,” Scoot announced
proudly. “It’s all about the sands of the Outer Banks!”

Papa smiled and leaned back thoughtfully.
“That is an important subject,” he said. “Without sand, ghost
crabs like us couldn’t really live.”

The children leaned in.

Jﬁsapa tly pressed his claw into the sandy floor of burrow’.,
and gl\/@s us home safeﬁLWe gbur ws to hife from{ ®

predators rest durlng the day, and slirvive Heat and colcl 4
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= Why Is Sand Different on the Outer
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/ashing away,
s, and baby fish.
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ptter,” Sandy said.




Professor S

“Remembe
“Outer Ban
for thousa
shaped by v

4






Sand Types of the Outer Banks, North Carolina

(Barrier Islands of North Carolina)

Sand Type Where What It How It Why It
Found Looks Like |Forms Matters
Ocean Beach Sand Light tan to Waves and Creates walkable
gray; fine to longshore beaches; shifts
Along the . . . .
Atlantic medium grains; | currents grind during storms and
. smooth texture | rocks and shells | reshapes
shoreline . .
into smaller shorelines
particles
Dune Sand Sand dunes Very fine; pale Wind carries Forms protective
behind the or white; soft light sand inland | dunes that reduce
beach and silky when | where plants erosion and storm
dry like sea oats surge
trap it
Shell-Rich Sand Near inlets, Coarse; sparkly | Strong waves Shows areas of
(Shell Hash) wrack lines, shell fragments; | break shells into | high wave energy
high-energy crunchy fragments and and supports
shores underfoot mix them into coastal habitats
sand
Soundside & Bays, marsh Darker color; Calm water Supports nurseries
Estuarine Sand edges, and mixed with mud | allows tiny for fish, crabs,
along Pamlico and silt; sticky | particles to worms, and marsh

Sound

when wet

settle instead of
washing away

plants




As the sand traveled, it was sorted by SIZ
ocean waves made smooth b beaeh sal

grains into dunes,heawv
watersalo ng-the
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