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Paolo Petrocelli, Founder and President of EMMA for Peace 
(Euro-Mediterranea Music Academy) announces the line-up for 
this weekend’s Forum for Cultural Diplomacy in Lerici to 
include multi-award winning Guardian war journalist Ed 
Vulliamy, founder of Polyphony Foundation Nabeel Abboud 
Ashkar, actress Carla Ortiz, Lebanon’s Head of International 
Affairs Karma Ekmekji, photographer Katharine Cooper and 
conductor of the Syrian National Symphony Orchestra Missak 
Baghboudarian.  The talks are in conjunction with EMMA for 
Peace (Euro Mediterranean Music Academy) and in partnership 
with Avvenire Newspaper which will be represented by award-
winning arts correspondent Angela Calvini.   
 
Founder of the Suoni dal Golfo Festival Gianluca Marcianò is 
positioning Lerici as a Capital for Cultural Diplomacy with a 
series of talks on Music, Diplomacy and Peace. The Forum 
forms part of the conductor’s festival, Suoni dal Golfo, which is 
bringing together musicians from over 20 countries to join his 
Orchestra Excellence, including four Syrian students from 
Damascus Conservatoire.    



“We selected musicians from over 20 countries to give a signal ... 
of harmony, of mutual understanding, which emerges from the 
universal language that crosses every boundary and does not 
need translations, the language of music. My work as a conductor 
has drawn me across the globe to many former conflict zones in 
the Balkans and Caucasus. I have always wanted to return to 
Lerici and give something back to my hometown. What better 
way to do so than providing a haven for young talent to be 
enriched and inspired by the natural beauty of the bay? These 
concerts will provide the backdrop for discussions on the role of 
music as a symbol of hope for the new generation especially in 
times of strife and strained diplomacy."           Gianluca Marcianò 

The opening discussion will be Cultural Diplomacy: the Soft 
Power of the Arts, and the afternoon session Sounds of Peace 
will involve music improvisation with Nabeel Aboud Ashkar and 
his Polyphony Quartet.   

Polyphony Foundation is an organisation that bridges the divide 
between Arab and Jewish communities in Israel by uniting young 
people to perform classical music. Nabeel’s brother Saleem 
Ashkar commented on the foundation’s work to The Arts Desk: 
“What we do is not symbolic, is not cosmetic, what we do is real 
work in the service of this youth, in the service of education”. It 
has an extensive programme in primary schools across Israel and 
a conservatoire in Nazareth that have reached over 250,000 
students nationwide. Polyphony Quartet, a mixed group of 
Arab students from Polyphony Education and Jewish students 
from the Jerusalem Music Center, will perform at Piazza Mottino 
on 26 August. 

For the evening discussion on Music and Diplomacy, moderator 
Paolo Petrocelli brings together Gianluca Marciano and 
Karma Ekmekjii, Head of International Affairs of the Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri, in Lebanon. 

On Sunday morning, journalist Ed Vulliamy opens a discussion 
on Tales of Hope and Freedom with Angela Calvini, journalist 
on Avvenire and captain of the Italian Reserve Army, and South-
African photographer Katharine Cooper, who has created a 
book and exhibition on post-conflict Syria.  Cooper’s Aleppo Mon 
Amour is on display in Lerici Castle.  

 



Ed Vulliamy has won numerous awards for his reporting from 
conflict zones, including the coveted Ryszard Kapuscinski Award 
for Literary Reportage and the James Cameron Award. He was 
named Foreign Reporter of the Year twice.  As a result of his 
coverage of the war in Bosnia, Vulliamy became the first 
journalist since the Nuremberg trials to testify at an international 
war crimes tribunal.  Vulliamy’s next book When words fail, A Life 
with Music, War and Peace, explores the role music, both life-
changing and powerless, in peace and warfare - physical and 
mental. In times of trouble and tribulation, mirth and occasional 
exhilaration, Vulliamy has searched out music.  He observers the 
tumultuous events of the last century – Holocaust, Siege of 
Leningrad, war in Sarajevo – through history’s soundtrack and 
through those who performed and created it, often under the 
most challenging and tortured circumstances.  

Vulliamy quotes Oliver Sacks: “why this incessant search for 
meaning and interpretation?…Music, uniquely among the arts, is 
both completely abstract and profoundly emotional.   It has no 
power to represent anything particular or external, but has a 
unique power to express inner states or feelings….there is a deep 
and mysterious paradox here, for while such music makes one 
experience pain and grief more intensely, it brings solace and 
consolation at the same time.” 

The Sunday afternoon session Shots and Words of Peace will 
explore creative writing and photography with photographer 
Katharine Cooper. For the final discussion, Paolo Petrocelli will 
close the Forum with Carla Ortiz, Bolivian actress and 
philanthropist, Missak Baghboudarian, Gustavo Aceves, and 
Katharine Cooper. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
2018 PROGRAMME 
 
Friday 24 August 
San Francesco Church, 21:30  
Opening Ceremony 
 
Saturday 25 August 
Lerici Castle, 11:00  
Conference: Cultural 
Diplomacy: the Soft Power of 
the Arts 
Nabeel Abboud Ashkar 
Polyphony Foundation founder  
Paolo Petrocelli moderator  
 
Piazza Garibaldi, late afternoon 
Workshop: Sounds of Peace 
Nabeel Abboud Ashkar 
Polyphony Foundation founder  
Polyphony Quartet 
 
Lerici Castle, 19:00 
Sea Talk: Music and 
Diplomacy 
Gianluca Marcianò conductor 
Nabeel Abboud Ashkar 
Polyphony Foundation founder 
Karma Ekmekji Lebanon 
International Affairs Office 
Paolo Petrocelli moderator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday 26 August 
Lerici Castle, 11:00  
Conference: Tales of Hope 
and Freedom 
Katharine Cooper 
photographer 
Ed Vulliamy writer and 
journalist 
Angela Calvini journalist 
 
Lerici Castle, 15:00 
Workshop: Shots and Words 
of Peace 
Katharine Cooper 
photographer 
 
Piazza Garibaldi (late afternoon) 
Workshop: Sounds of Peace 
Missak Baghboudarian 
conductor  
 
Lerici Castle, 19:00 
Sea Talk: Cinema, 
Photography and Music for 
Syria 
Carla Ortiz actress-producer-
philanthropist 
Gustavo Aceves Mexican Artist 
Katharine Cooper 
photographer 
Missak Baghboudarian 
conductor  
Paolo Petrocelli moderato



	 	 	
	

GIANLUCA MARCIANÒ  

Gianluca Marcianò is a conductor of great agility and 
astuteness with a particular interest in bringing the Italian 
operatic repertoire to the most diverse corners of the world. 
He is the Artistic Director of the Al Bustan Festival in Beirut 
and was recently appointed as Music Director of the Serbian 
National Theatre in Novi Sad. He is increasingly in demand as 
an opera conductor and has strong ties with the opera houses 
in Zagreb, Minsk, Oviedo and in the UK with English National 
Opera, Longborough Opera and Grange Park Opera, where last 
year he conducted a new production of Tosca for the 
inauguration of the new theatre in Horsley.  

 

LERICI  

A sprinkling of brightly coloured houses lines the medieval 
streets that wind up to Lerici’s castle, which overlooks the 
entrance to the Gulf of Poets. The castle is thought to be the 
inspiration for Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. From May 1822 
the Shelley family was living in a dilapidated boat house, Casa 
Magni, with the sea lapping the doors, near the tiny village of 
San Terenzo. Between San Terenzo and Lerici lies the 
eighteenth century Villa Marigola, offering stunning views on 
Porto Venere.  

ADVISORY BOARD: Myrna Bustani, Maurizio Roi, Gintautas 
Kevisas, Carol El Khazen, Nakako Watanabe Homma, William 
Relton, Paolo Petrocelli, Andrejs Zagars, Manuela Dviri  
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Nicky Thomas Media Consultancy 
www.nickythomasmedia.com   
nicky@nickythomasmedia.com 
101 Bell Street, NW16TL London | +44(0)20 7258 0909 
 



	 	 	
	

 


