
News from Strawberry Preschool  

~October 2016~ 
Strawberry Families, 

 The school year is off to a great start! Our new children have settled in nicely and our 
returning children have quickly become comfortable with the rotation system.  Please keep in 
mind that adjustment to school can take some time, and every once in a while, there will be 
‘bumps in the road’.  Please let us know if you have any questions, we are here for you and your 
child and want to make their Strawberry Preschool experience wonderful, exciting, and 
productive.     

October Curriculum:  October is such a wonderful time.  Not only is Halloween fast 
approaching, but there are also so many changes happening: leaves are changing colors and 
falling to the ground, the temperature is cooler, and the days are getting shorter and the nights 
longer.  These natural occurring changes provide us the perfect opportunity to focus on all things 
Fall.  An October theme wouldn’t be complete without some Halloween fun.  Our Halloween 
events will include art projects, songs, finger plays, and all things pumpkins (carving, 
observations, and baking the seeds).  Please also make sure to take a look at all of the wonderful 
afternoon enrichment activities we have planned for the month of October. 

For M/W/F and 5 Day Families: Your child brought home their Letter of the Week Boxes last 
week.  Each week the children will be doing a wide variety of projects, experiments, activities, 
songs, stories, and small group discussions to further their understanding of the letter and the 
sound it makes.  Your child will also be decorating a small wooden letter to bring home to keep 
in their boxes.  Using these letters is a great way for your child to continue their learning at 
home.  By the end of the year, your child will have the entire alphabet to keep. 

A few Notes and Reminders 

The Drive-up Line:  This is a great way to drop off/pick up your child at school.  There are 
many things the teachers have to keep in mind; paying attention to safety, personal articles, art 
work, messages from/to the parents, not to mention a personal greeting/goodbye for each child.  
Thank you for your patience with this, it will continue to get faster. When we bring your child to 
your car, please make sure to pull away from the car line before getting out of the car to buckle 
your child in.  This allows us to continue loading the other cars in line in a timely manner.  
Finally, please remember to keep your child in their car seat while you are waiting for your turn.  
Allowing them to pop out of the sunroof, help you drive the car, or simply unbuckling them 
before it’s time for them to get out can be dangerous.  Thank you!   



Some Reminders at Drop-Off and Pick-Up: 

• Letting us know of any changes in your child’s behavior is helpful; anything from a hard 
night sleep, to a traveling parent can be written down by the staff and will greatly help us 
throughout the course of your child’s day.   

• It’s a state licensing law that the parent/guardian/caregiver dropping off or picking up a 
child be the one to sign them in or out.  If you know that someone other than yourself will 
be picking up your child, please make sure that we know by either telling a teacher or 
calling/emailing the school.  There is also a ‘comments’ section on the sign-in sheet 
where you can include the name of the person picking up your child.  Also, if it’s 
someone who is picking up for the very first time, we will ask to see some form of ID 
before releasing your child to them.   

• We understand that the 1 o’clock pick-up time is a great opportunity to watch your child 
while they are on the blue rug enjoying a variety of stories and goofy songs.  You are 
welcome to wait before taking your child, but we ask that you please save any 
conversations for either the front of the school or outside, as it can be distracting to the 
children and the teacher leading the activities.  Thank you very much for your 
cooperation!  

Appropriate Clothing and Shoes:   Being able to run, jump, climb, slide, swing and ride is a 
huge part of being a child and something we think is very important in the overall development 
of your child.  In order to truly be able to do all of these activities, they need to be wearing 
correct shoes and clothing.  Please remember to not have your child wear Crocs, flip-flops, or 
boots to school, and although we love jewelry, most children do, we ask that you don’t have your 
child come to school with jewelry on.  As beautiful as it is, it can be dangerous, and can easily 
become lost or broken.  Thank you for your understanding! 

Please Label Everything: Please remember to label everything: clothes, lunch items, rest items, 
bags and backpacks, etc.  Things oftentimes get lost, or put in the wrong place, and it’s hard to 
find their correct home if the item(s) are not labeled.  Thank you. 

Upcoming Teacher In-Service Days:  We have two upcoming teachers in-service days.  The 
first one will be on Monday, October 17th.  During this day, we will meet with the staff at our 
sister school, Tamalpais Preschool, to participate in our First Aid and CPR re-certification.  Our 
Second in-service day will be on Tuesday, November 1st.  For both in-service days, our school 
will be closed.  Thank you very much!  

 

From the Board of Trustees: 

60Th Year Celebration: This year marks a huge milestone for Strawberry Preschool and our 
sister school, Tamalpais Preschool; our 60th Anniversary!  Throughout the course of the school 



year, the Board of Trustees will be hosting a handful of events that not only will be fun for the 
whole family, but will also help to raise funds for some needed improvements and additions to 
our school.  Please look for more information soon either through email or in your child’s art 
folder. Thank you in advance for your support as we celebrate this amazing milestone!  

Halloween Party: Mark your calendars for the annual Strawberry Halloween Picnic on 
Saturday, October 29th from 12:00-2:00 for the M/W/F & T-TH families and from 1:00-3:00 
for the 5 Day and Pre-K families.  There will be food and games and a show by Mr. Sharp, an 
entertainer and balloonist! A donation of $15.00 from each family is greatly appreciated to cover 
the cost of food.  Envelopes can be found in the preschool and on the Pre-K board this week.  
Finally, small and medium sized pumpkins are needed.  Each year, we turn our garden into a 
pumpkin patch, and will also be decorating them at our Halloween Party. 

In order for our Halloween Party to run smoothly, we are in need of volunteers to help out at the 
various activities, help set up and help clean up.  If you are interested in volunteering, please 
keep an eye out for flyers in your child’s art folder and a signup genius email shortly.  Thank you 
in advance for your help!  

A Message from our Financial Administrator: 

Tuition / Equipment and Enrichment: Thank you to everyone who has already sent in their 
Equipment and Enrichment fee.  This money goes directly into our school to purchase things that 
may break throughout the course of the year (bikes, toys, outside/inside equipment, and more), as 
well as helps pay for all of the specialists that visit us.  If you haven’t already sent your check in, 
it’s not too late.  Beginning on October 1, monthly statements will be mailed to you.  It will 
include tuition for the month of October along with any child care that was used in 
August/September.  The tuition payment is due by the 25th of the month, and a late charge of 
$15.00 will be added if received after the 25th.  If you have any questions regarding your 
statements, you can contact our Financial Administrator, Rose L: (415) 246-4941 or 
rosetsp1@yahoo.com.     

Group Breakfasts and Parent-Teacher Conferences: 

Group Breakfasts: Now that the children are settled, we would like to invite you to your child’s 
group breakfast.  It’s held from 8:30-9:00 in the Block Area of the Preschool and is a great way 
to continue to get to know your child’s group.  Bagels and cream cheese, fruit and juice will be 
served.  Looking forward to seeing you there. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences:  Our first conferences of the year will be starting this week.  This 
conference is an opportunity to speak to your child’s teacher and ask any questions that you may 
have.  This is also an opportunity to allow the group teacher to get to know you and your child 
better. Sign-up sheets are now posted for all of the groups in the preschool above the cubbies. 
Please take a look at the conference days below.  Conferences are for adults only, thank you! 



• Pre-K Elephant Group with Teacher Poorva: Thursday, October 6th and Friday, 
October 7th  

• Ladybug Group with Teacher Asma: Monday, October 10th and Tuesday, October 11th 
• Frog Group with Teachers Jen and Jaime: Tuesday, October 11th and Thursday, 

October 13th  
• Owl Group with Teacher Karen: Friday, October 14th and Wednesday, October 19th  
• Sea Turtle Group with Teacher April: Wednesday, October 26th and Friday, October 

28th   

We are all so happy with the start of the school year, and look forward to a 
wonderful year full of achievements, friendships, and growth.  We are excited to 
continue to get to know all of the families here at school.  Remember that we are 
here for you and are always willing to talk to you as questions and concerns will 

undoubtedly pop up. Sometimes we are unable to speak due to a variety of reasons, but know 
that we will always call you back. 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

• Conferences starting this Thursday, October 6th.  Sign-up sheets are posted in the 
preschool above the cubbies 

• Group Breakfasts are currently underway.  They are held from 8:30-9:00 in the preschool 
• Monday, October 17th & Tuesday, November 1st: School Closed, Teacher in-service days 
• Saturday, October 29th: Halloween Party.  12:00-2:00 for the T-TH and M/W/F families 

and 1:00-3:00 for the 5 Day and Pre-K families 
• Friday, November 11th: School Closed, Veterans Day 
• Week of November 21st: School Closed for Thanksgiving Recess 

 

Looking forward to a great school year, 

Lisa Woods and the Strawberry Preschool Staff 

	  


