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As you can imagine, a hotel/conference center complex with 140 guest rooms,14,000 square 

feet of meeting rooms, a restaurant and a huge indoor pool requires a mammoth amount of 

around the clock maintenance. That’s why the eight-person maintenance staff at Lied Lodge in 

Nebraska City needs training to handle any mechanical emergency that can rear its head on 

any given day or night.  

As a five-year maintenance employee at Lied Lodge, Jerry Keran was pleased he could 

increase his job skills by taking classes at Southeast Community College (SCC) in Nebraska 

City and Lincoln. He was especially happy when the Job Enhancement Scholarship covered 

75% of his tuition and his employer, Lied Lodge, covered the rest.  

Brad Moyer, Chair of the Nebraska City Community Foundation Fund (NCCFF), said the 

Foundation has been proud to fund the Job Enhancement Scholarship at SCC since its 

inception in January 2018. “This scholarship is designed to encourage workforce enhancement 

and job advancement. It helps keep a skilled labor force right here in Nebraska City,” Moyer 

said. “This scholarship is part of NCCFF’s mission to invest in the people of Nebraska City.” To 

date, 64 scholarships have been awarded to SCC students in Nebraska City for both credit and 

work for development classes. 

“The Job Enhancement Scholarship not only helps Jerry succeed in his job, but it also helps 
businesses in Nebraska City to thrive and keep their customers happy,” Brad said.  
 
The Job Enhancement Scholarship is unique to SCC, according to Cindy Meyer, Nebraska City 

Learning Center Coordinator at Southeast Community College. “None of the other five Learning 

Centers (in Nebraska) have a local scholarship like this,” she said. “This is a unique scholarship 

given only in the 68410-zip code area.” Cindy is grateful to the NCCFF for providing the funds 

for this important local scholarship. 

“These are the kinds of things that make this job so rewarding,” Cindy said. “Jerry has taken 

advantage of the Job Enhancement Scholarship for numerous trainings. He has worked in 

maintenance for years but has grown his knowledge and abilities through a variety of Electrical 

classes (Electrical Fundamentals, Variable Frequency Drives, Motor Control & Relay Logix) and 

Basic Welding with SCC,” she said. “His value to the team at Lied Lodge has grown 

exponentially as well as his confidence and personal satisfaction while on the job.”  

Randy Wurtele, Jerry’s manager at Lied Lodge, mentioned the SCC classes to Jerry and told 

him about the available scholarship opportunities. “I could never have afforded to take these 

classes without the help of the SCC Job Enhancement Scholarship and the additional 

assistance from Lied Lodge,” Jerry said. He started taking classes two years ago. 

Jerry said he puts his new skills to work daily in his job at Lied Lodge. He said the day after 

finishing a particular electrical class, he had the skills to fix a broken hot tub. That surely 

pleased at least one hotel guest! 



“I highly recommend these classes to anyone,” Jerry said. “There were people of all age groups, 

both younger and older than me, in the classes.” He thanked Cindy Meyer for her help getting 

him enrolled and finding the classes he needed as well as the scholarship help.  

“This is a good example of what one can obtain when one puts forward the effort,” Randy said 

about his employee. “And Jerry is this guy!” 

The Job Enhancement Scholarship has been awarded for a variety of course topics at SCC. 

These include Nursing Assistant, Medication Aide, Intro to Practical Nursing, The Opioid Crisis, 

Procedures in Phlebotomy, Breast Feeding Education, Electrical Fundamentals, Electrical 

Troubleshooting, Motor Controls & Relay Logic, Variable Frequency Drives, Beginning Spanish, 

Basic Sign Language, Computer related classes (Microsoft Applications, Excel, Word, 

PowerPoint, One Drive for Business, Photoshop, Online Marketing), Intermediate Algebra, 

English Composition, Basic Welding (in Lincoln), and Forklift Operation and Safety.  


