
Controlled Methods Test (CMT) – Weekly Update: June 9, 2022

This is your weekly update regarding the Controlled Methods Test (CMT) sent to you from the TKPOA Owner
Communication Working Group (comprised of volunteer Homeowners). We are committed to providing our fellow
TKPOA Homeowners with these weekly updates as the ultimate schedule for the CMT remains fluid and is
significantly dependent on weather, environmental and other factors that are largely out of TKPOA’s control.

CMT General Update: Each test site has 2 green buoys and 1 yellow one that are critical to our water
quality monitoring activities. If you notice a damaged or missing buoy in your neighborhood, please
contact the TKPOA WQ Team at 530-542-6444, ext. 275. Thank you!

*Note*: As the test is now in process, it is especially important that all homeowners and visitors observe
the “Emergency Rule” prohibiting any water activity in all the restricted areas. If you see anything
suspicious or concerning within the restricted areas, please call security at 530-542-6444 or WQ Staff at
530-542-6444, ext. 275. Otherwise, those boating outside the restricted areas are free to do so. For
reference on restricted areas, please visit https://www.keysweedsmanagement.org/cmt-project.

Overcoming Challenges: Following up on our last week’s report on Rhodamine Rye detection outside of
the Site #2 curtains, the lab results for water samples taken on 5/28 indicated the presence of herbicide
(Endothall) at 210 parts per billion (ppb). This reading correlates reasonably well with the Rhodamine Dye
observation taken in real time (and reported last week) at .35 ppb. The 5/29 herbicide sample fell to 82
ppb, which is below the “receiving water limit” or safe standard.  Forty-eight hours later, the 5/31 sample
indicated that herbicide residues were down to 33 ppb. Two readings below the receiving water limit
allowed us to suspend “contingency sampling” outside the treatment areas. It’s also important to note that
all measurements taken at the “contingency” monitoring stations closer to the lake were “non-detect” for
herbicide.  The curtains are being inspected daily, and checked by divers periodically.  We’re hopeful that
our curtain leakage is now under control.

Curtain Removal Process: The preliminary results on herbicide efficacy look promising, but it is too soon
to make any call on the pace of herbicide degradation. Again, the permit requires two zero detects for
herbicide, 48-hours apart before we can remove the curtains. Note: this is a much higher standard than
merely being below the “safe water” or ”receiving limits'' standard cited above. We will have 14 days after
treatment data for Restricted Area B (Sites 8, 9, & 15) by Monday of next week. Hopefully that data will
provide some guidance.

Volunteer Photo/Video Challenge: We would love to see your perspective! If you would like to
participate in the challenge, we invite you to take photos and videos of the CMT test activity during the
time the barriers are in place. Please take photos of progress you see or anything you find important - you
can send to waterquality@tahoekeyspoa.org. The top 10 photos or videos will receive a prize at the end
of the test period - around mid July!

For additional information and updates, please refer to the TKPOA Water Quality website at
www.keysweedsmanagement.org or follow us on Instagram at @tahoekeyspoa_wq. You can also contact
the TKPOA Association Office, at 530-542-6444, Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM, Saturday and
Sunday from 10:00AM – 2:00PM.

If you are interested in sharing dock space for TKPOA boats, please contact the TKPOA Water Quality
Department directly, please call 530-542-6444, ext. 275 Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM or by
email at waterquality@tahoekeyspoa.org.
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