
Controlled Methods Test (CMT) – Weekly Update: April 14th, 2022

(This is your weekly update regarding the Controlled Methods Test (CMT) sent to you from the TKPOA Owner
Communication Working Group (comprised of volunteer Homeowners). We are committed to providing our fellow
TKPOA Homeowners with these weekly updates as the ultimate schedule for the CMT remains fluid and is
significantly dependent on weather, environmental and other factors that are largely out of TKPOA’s control.)

CMT Schedule Update – All Target Dates Remain the same from Last Week: We can report that the
target date for the start of herbicide application remains May 23, and the target date for the closure of the
affected lagoons (moved last week from April 25 th to Monday, May 9th) remains May 9th. Further, the last
day for boat movement into or out of the restricted areas remains Sunday, May 8th. The installation of the
turbidity curtains and boat barriers is still scheduled for the timeframe between May 9th and May 20th.

Environmental Factors: Weather conditions continue to be a major focus of the CMT project
management team. The major categories observed are - snowpack, lake levels and water temperatures.

1. The lake level is currently at 6,224’, which is about one foot above the rim. We only project a
spring rise of about 6-9”. The test’s efficacy would be improved by higher water levels, however,
currently, there is enough water to conduct the test.

2. Water temperatures dropped 3-4 degrees Celsius in the lagoons due to the recent winter
storm. While we believe the temperatures will rise to the level that weed growth occurs, continued
cold weather could potentially push our window out beyond our target application date of May
23rd.

3. Our permit requires that water be flowing into the Keys when herbicides are applied. This is a
typical spring condition that occurs when lake levels are rising. Current projections based on
existing snowpack, historical run-off records, and the weather outlook suggest that water should
be flowing into the lagoons through May 2022. All this suggests that there is a viable window for
the test, but that window is narrow (about a week). The team will continue to monitor the data
closely over the coming weeks.

Assistance needed for TKPOA Boat Docking: The TKPOA Water Quality Department is requesting
assistance for docking small workboats or storage on shoreline at your property during the CMT for Water
Quality purposes. We are seeking Property Owner volunteers to allow access to their property, with a slip
for mooring or shoreline storage. The boats we are seeking assistance with mooring will be a maximum of
16 ft. in length (these are Boston Whalers and/or Skimmer Barges). Please see contact information below
if you are willing to help!

For additional information and updates, please refer to the TKPOA Water Quality website at
www.keysweedsmanagement.org or follow us on Instagram at @tahoekeyspoa_wq. You can also contact
the TKPOA Association Office, at 530-542-6444, Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM, Saturday and
Sunday from 10:00AM – 2:00PM.

If you are interested in sharing dock space for TKPOA boats, please contact the TKPOA Water Quality
Department directly, please call 530-542-6444, ext. 275 Monday –  Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM or by
email at waterquality@tahoekeyspoa.org.
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