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SA Makers 2016 AGM – Chair’s Report 
 
In true Australian style the story of SA Makers starts in a pub. Back in 2014 

over Sunday afternoon drinks David and Katrina Byworth and I chatted about 

keeping the Adelaide Mini Maker Faire alive. The three of us knew there was 

a maker community in Adelaide but we had not realised just how big it was 

and how passionate they were. The response to the first Mini Maker Faire in 

2013 was far beyond our expectations and was such a success we could not 

see such a great event end. Sadly the Australian Network for Art and 

Technology did not have the resources to continue to produce the Mini Maker 

Faire.   

 

We knew the maker movement was growing around the world and it was 

bringing people together to share, create, learn and connect.  Over the last 

few years, and in years to come, the local and global economy have changed 

and will continue to change. Local and global economies must adapt, with 

makers and making are having a significant impact on new and emerging 

economies. We knew South Australia’s economy was about to change 

forever with the end of large scale manufacturing and we believed then and 

still believe that the maker movement has a significant part to play in 

supporting new ideas, manufacture and entrepreneurship. And we knew that 

makers want to connect and that connections can lead to amazing things 

happening.  We have collected so many stories of people meting in the Lab 

or at the Maker Faire who are now working on community and commercial 

projects.  

 

Via social media I called a public meeting at Hackerspace Adelaide and met 

with 20 people all keen to support another Mini Maker Faire. From then on it 

was about doing what was needed to make the 2015 Adelaide Mini Maker 

Faire happen.  
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An individual can not hold the Maker Media license for a Mini Maker Faire, 

which meant we needed an association.  Again a public call was made and 

again in a pub, South Australian Makers Inc was born.  Thank you to David 

Byworth, Katrina Byworth, Joe Jordan, David Riley and John Ruciak for 

stepping up to form the board. They, like I, had little idea what they were 

letting themselves in for.  

 

More people joined the team to produce the Mini Maker Faire and I want to 

personally thank all of them for believing in the idea and the South Australian 

maker movement. The 2015 Adelaide Mini Maker Faire was massive success 

with over 100 exhibitors, 13 speakers, a range of hands on workshops and 

over 5000 attendees. 

 

The event was so successful that we have out grown the name ‘mini’ and in 

negotiation with Maker Media we have become Australia’s first featured 

Maker Faire. This reflects not only the success of the event but also the 

significant amount of support we have received from sponsors, exhibitors, 

speakers, volunteers and attendees. The 2016 event is already shaping up to 

be a fantastic day.  

 

While the team was planning the 2015 Mini Maker Faire, the South Australian 

Government funding for Fab Lab Adelaide ended.  

 

Plans to collaborate with two local universities fell through literally weeks 

before the Lab was due to move out of its home at the Adelaide College of 

the Arts.  The Australian Network for Art and Technology (ANAT) who were 

the managers of the Lab, were no longer able to keep it open. This meant 

staff could no longer be paid; amazingly they continued to volunteer their 

time. 
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For the Lab to survive it needed to become independent of ANAT. As most of 

the people working to keep the Lab open were the same who were working to 

produce the Mini Maker Faire, it made sense for SA Makers to take on 

management of the Lab rather than set up another entity.  ANAT gifted all of 

the Lab equipment to SA Makers and paid a year of public liability insurance 

to help us stay open. A huge thank you to ANAT for starting Fab Lab 

Adelaide and working with us to keep the Lab open.  

 

Fab Lab reopened after an 8 month period of closure in it’s new home at St 

Pauls Creative Centre . 

 

I would like to note and give particular thanks to David Byworth and Luke 

Tansell who have volunteered their time to keep the Lab open on Thursday 

from 3pm to 8pm and Saturday 11am to 3pm. Without them the Lab would 

have had to close. Thanks also to Ben Dansie and Tony Schick who have 

volunteered countless hours to support the Lab and its users. It is not an 

understatement to say we could not have done it without them. 

 

Special thanks also to Trotec who have continued to support Fab Lab 

Adelaide with their continued sponsorship of the Speedy 300 Laser Cutter. 

 

We are delighted we have been able to keep the Lab open but we need more 

space, to do more with more people. Adelaide needs a proper Makerspace. 

SA Makers, along with other individuals and organisations, have been 

working to find a suitable workshop space for a makerspace. A proper 

makerspace will enable SA Makers, Fab Lab Adelaide and others to offer 

access to more equipment, have room for workshops and space for makers 

to meet and socialise.  
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In the next 12 months SA Makers will be producing the first Maker Faire in 

Australia and we will be looking for a home for Adelaide Makerspace.  Thank 

you to everyone who has supported this idea so far.  

 

We will also be working to recruit more members, and moving towards pay 

membership as means of raising a small income to support the Fab Lab and 

other SA Makers activities.  

 

At the end of last year’s Mini Maker Faire, I stood on the empty site and 

marveled at what a team of volunteers could achieve.  I realised we were not 

just organising an event and working to keep the Fab Lab open, we are 

contributing to building a global movement. A movement of and for people 

who want to build rather than buy, who want to know how things work, who 

want to share ideas, learn from each other and I can’t wait to see what the 

next 12 months has in store for SA Makers and the local maker movement.   


