




Top rests 
on supports 

Fig. 2: The completed table-top 
project bench. 
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Are you stuck for a 
place to work? Does 
your family 
complain about the 
damage you're 
causing to the 
kitchen table? If 
you're in this 
position, Vic 
Flowers G8QM has 
a really practical 
table-top project 
bench that could 
help solve the 
problem. 
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Fig. 1: The bench laid 
out flat for clarity, 
viewed from overhead. 

Brass hinges 
2 x 1/2 

140 x 12 
Perspex 
top securing 
strap 

How Much? 

£12 (depending 

on material to hand) 

How Difficult? 

Beginner 

SHOPPING LIST 

Strut to support 
back and top sections  

Hardwood (for 
framing) 8m length of 
25 x 13mm, suitable 
plywood or hardboard 
for small panel 
measuring 575 x 
90mm. Brass hinges 
(these are still sold in 
imperial 
measurements) to suit 
(price depends very 
much on quality) 4 x 2 
x'/tin. Suitable 240V 
strip lamp and sockets, 
push-on/off switch, 
toggle switch, mains 
neon indicator, 
Chrome-plated 
carrying handle. 
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Covered with wood grain 
plastics covering 
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Fig. 3: The project bench 
folded, and ready for storage. 
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Board Article (Project) Title Issue Price Board Article (Project) Title Issue Price 

WR314 UHF Pre-Amplifier Dec 92 £Call WR286 Meon-4 (RF PA) Jun 91 £5.54 
WR313 10MHz Transmitter Nov 92 £4.65 WR287 Morse (Speedbrush) May 91 £4.85 
WR312 Receive/Mixer (Getting Started) Nov 92 £4.15 WR255 Meon-4 May 91 £6.76 
WR311 Oscillator BFO (Getting Started) Sept 92 £2.60 WR285 Scope Probe PSU Apr 91 £4.87 
WR310 1.2GHz Pre-scaler Aug 92 £3.75 WR284 Scope Probe Apr 91 £5.75 
WR309 Volt Reg/Divide by 100 Aug 92 £3.15 WR283 Sudden Receiver Mar 91 £4.54 
WR308 TTL 1MHz Oscillator (Getting Started) July 92 f2.20 WR282 Repeater Toneburst Feb 91 £5.10 
WR307 Crystal Checker (Getting Started) June 92 £4.25 WR281 High Voltage PSU Jan 91 £4.70 
SET WR303/304/305/306 Apr 92 £19.30 SET INR263/264 1-1/1/R276-80 Jul 90 £21.96 

Inductance Bridge Marland Transmitter Sep 90 
WR302 GDO (Getting Started) Apr 92 £4.75 WR272 NiCad Recycler Jun 90 £7.06 
WR301 Challenger Receiver Feb 92 £4.75 WR275 Low Voltage Alarm Jun 90 £6.49 
WR300a OSCAMP Oscillator Mar 92 £4.75 WR273 Valve PSU May 90 £7.00 
WR300 OSCAMP Amplifier Feb 92 £5.20 WR274 RX Attenuator May 90 £5.84 
WR299 Multivibrator (Getting Started) Jan 92 0/S WR271 Product Detector Apr 90 £5.05 
WR297/298 Additional Beaver boards 0/S WR270 Badger Cub Apr 90 £5.04 	' 
SET WR295/296 PW Beaver Oct 91 £12.00 WR269 Glynme Feb 90 £6.83 
SET WR292/293/294 Chatterbox Aug 91 £14.00 WR268 Irwell (RF PA) Feb 90 £6.12 
SET WR290/291 Robin Freq. Counter Aug 91 0/S WR264 Irwell (Relay) Feb 90 £5.10 
SET WR292/293/294 Chatterbox Aug 91 £14.00 WR263 Irwell (VFO) Jan 90 £6.12 
WR289 Meon-4 (Control) Jul 91 £4.67 WR267 PW 49'er Jan 90 £6.12 
WR288 Morse Master Jun 91 £4.89 WR266 Tuned Active Antenna Jan 90 £5.71 

The p.c.b.s. for all the latest projects are now available. We have a stock of boa ds for many 
other projects produced in the past but these stocks are subject to variation. Please check 
price and availability before ordering. Add £1 p&p to orders for one board (or one set of 
boards) and £2 p&p to orders of two or more p.c.b.s. 

You can telephone your order using Access or Mastercard 
by calling (0202) 665524 at any time. Please allow 28 days for delivery. 

Club Discount. An additional saving. 
Radio and electronics club members, save money on p.c.b.s when you order through your 
club. Tell your club secretary to send for details, marking the envelope 'PCB discount 
information' to our editorial offices. 

Please note that this list is only of our more recent p.c.b.s, call the office for more details of 
boards available back to 1980. 
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If you're one of the many radio 
enthusiasts who have minimal 
workshop facilities, you may 
find my table-top project 
bench useful. It's a very simple 
idea, and the complete unit is 
made up from three sections, 
each lightly pinned and glued. 

Many of my QRP projects 
have been assembled using 
this project bench on the living 
room table. I designed and 
made it up before attempting 
the major task of building the 
Heathkit SW7800 
Communicator receiver (which 
worked first time!). 

OPENED OUT 

Under good lighting 
conditions, the unit may be 
used fully opened out. When 
the project bench is closed 
down, the mains lead and the 
soldering iron (see diagram) 
are retained inside. 

The only other modification 
I've carried out, is to provide a 
mains socket. This was done 
so that I could use a p.s.u. to 
power 12V d.c. equipment. 

REFLECTING SURFACE 

It's a good idea to cover the 
top inside surface of the bench 
with aluminium kitchen foil. 

The foil provides an effective 
reflective surface, and it can be 
glued in position and carefully 
smoothed down. 

The hinges used in the 
bench are mounted so as to be 
set flush in the wood surface. 
Although they're more 
expensive, it's best to use 
good-quality brass hinges, 
rather than the cheaper steel 
types. 

The actual wiring-up, and 
the cable layout of the table-
top project bench is up to the 
individual. Having said that, 
you may find my approach 
helpful. 

I took the supply to a 
connecting strip ('choc block' 
type) in the allocated  

compartment. From there, I 
took the supply to the strip 
lamp and associated switch 
using flexible cable which can 
be secured by sleeving and 
glueing to the wood surface. 

As the projects bench folds 
away after use, I had to make 
allowances for cable 
protection. So, to prevent 
damage to the wiring, I left 
loops at the points where the 
sections open or close. 

IRON SUPPLY 

In my version of the bench, 
the soldering iron is 
permanently connected. The 
iron supply is taken from the 
connecting strip via a toggle  

switch, with a neon lamp 
connected across the wires to 
provide indications of whether 
it's on or off. 

Whatever method you're 
using, you must observe all 
electrical safety precautions. 
Don't forget that this means all 
live connections should be 
made safely, by using the 
plastics junction boxes, etc., 
available at DIY stores. 

This useful little bench isn't 
difficult or expensive to build. 
Having your own portable 
work-surface could save you a 
lot of domestic trouble and 
strife! 

PW 
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