
 

WHAT WE (aspire to) BELIEVE 

We think the world is tired of religious people who claim to believe a list of ideas when those very 
ideas don’t translate into any kind of personal transformation. Plus, we see belief as a dynamic 
lived out in reality, which doesn’t translate well into a few paragraphs on a website. The sad truth 
is, there are days when our lives express our belief in God, and there are other days when our 
beliefs are merely empty statements we live in spite of. Ultimately, you can find our actual beliefs 
in the lived out expressions of our collective lives. The statement below is therefore merely that, a 
statement. It’s something you might say we’re relying on or trusting in. And it’s something that 
ultimately we aspire to believe … not just in our hearts and minds, but in the way that we live in 
this world. 

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF A MORE JUST AND GENEROUS CHRISTIAN FAITH AND PRACTICE 

• The way of Jesus is a lifestyle of holistic healing for individuals, families, neighborhoods and 
nations.  

• To follow this way is the countercultural road of limitless forgiveness, radical acceptance, 
nonviolent peacemaking, abundant generosity and sacrificial love. 

• Salvation isn’t a contractual relationship of filling in the right theological answers or behaving 
the correct way, but an ongoing covenantal relationship of integrity with our Source, Creator, 
God or Ultimate Reality. 

• This understanding can move us away from religious systems, meritocracies or worthiness 
ladders as our pathway to God as we understand that union with God simply ‘is’ because of 
Jesus.  In this way, salvation is about your NOW life, not your afterlife. 

• We must never confuse the Kingdom of God with the kingdoms of this world. God’s Kingdom is 
power under, not power over; invitation, not coercion; service, not consumption.  

• As a community of people, committed to be a benefit and blessing to the world, we welcome all 
persons to participate in the life of our community without limitation or restriction based on 
gender, race, ethnicity, age, physical or mental capacity, education, sexual orientation, gender 
identity and socioeconomic or marital status. 

• God doesn’t cause suffering, but redeems it. And calls us to join in the work of renewing, 
reconciling and redeeming all things.  

• The future is open and full of possibilities. We must embrace the awesome role we are invited to 
play in it. 
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