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Maybe you've decided to get an iPhone but you still haven't fully sold the $199+ iPhone 4S. Maybe the $99 iPhone 4 or the free-on-contract iPhone 3GS seem like cheaper options? Fair enough. That's why Apple currently has 3 iPhone models on the market, 3 different levels of specs, and 3 price points. You'll pay a
couple of thousand dollars over the life of your contract, so it's important that you do the math and see what works best for you. Let's do it now. In recent years, when Apple has introduced a new iPhone, they have kept last year's model around, reduced storage and reduced price points. This year, they have restructured
their models for the past two years and reduced the oldest price point to zero. iPhone 3GS 8GB - A free contract for the 2009 iPhone 3GS 8GB storage fills Apple's budget smartphone slot immediately, and fills it with the lowest price point ever. It's still a good phone, especially compared to the typical candybar or flip
feature phones (dumb phones) that usually charge carrier contracts. It's still the App Store and Safari browser, and most of what iOS 5 has to offer. What it's not is a crystal clear, pixel-free retina display, a face-directed camera with FaceTime video calls, the ability to shoot HD video and premium build and power higher
end models. If you literally don't have money in your pocket while walking and really want an iPhone, if you're a shopping teen and don't want to risk a higher end phone, if you're brand new and just dip your toes into the smartphone market and don't want to dip too deep, the iPhone 3GS can be a good starter for your
smartphone. iPhone 4 - $99 contract for 2010 iPhone 4 8GB storage apple new low-cost iPhone option. Externally, it's almost identical to the new iPhone 4S, so much so that almost no one can tell which one you have in short. It has the same retina display and face-faced face-to-face video calls with a cheeky Apple A4
processor and a good quality, 5 megapixel camera capable of shooting 720p HD video. It also works on almost all iOS 5 has to offer. What the iPhone 4 doesn't have is 2x faster, 7x more graphically powerful Apple A5 processor, a big 8 megapixel, 1080p camera or an artificially intelligent Siri voice control system for
your newer, better brother. Also, 8GB of storage may not be very far away with a device that is good for games, media, photos, and videos. If you absolutely can't scrape the total $199 needed for the iPhone 4S, but want something better than the iPhone 3GS, this is your middle ground. With the new software update, it's
still a great iPhone. It's just not the best iPhone anymore. iPhone 4S - $199 and up to contract in 2011 iPhone 4S is the new king of the mountain, the new flagship of Apple's line of mobile devices. It has everything you can generations had to offer and more. The new Apple A5 processor gives it 2x speed and 7x
graphics power for the iPhone 4. The new camera gives it 8 megapixel photos with more light sensitivity and better sharpness, and 1080p video. The new Siri voice control system offers a natural language interface so you can literally talk to your iPhone, ask it to do things for you, and it responds back and makes them.
Apple offers iPhone 4S three price points depending on the amount of storage: 16GB - $199 for 32GB - $299 for 64GB - $399 If you know you want the top line of iPhone, every feature and feature Apple offers, you want the iPhone 4S. If you're not sure what kind of iPhone 4S you want, or what carrier, or what color,
then hate not, we have you covered. Up-front savings vs. the total cost of the contract before you decide, it is important to remember that while the iPhone 4GS is free and the 64GB iPhone 4S is $399, all these prices require a 2-year contract in the US (other countries may have longer or shorter contract terms). If you
combine voice and data plans, text, and other packages, the total cost can easily work up to $2,000 or more over these 2 years. $100 or even $399 is not such a large amount when you consider the 24-month carrier's dedication and total cost of ownership of your phone. Any questions? If you're still not sure, hit up our
iPhone Forums to get the help you need to make your mind. iPhone 4S Forums iPhone 4 Forums iPhone 3GS Forums Full review of Apple's 2011 iPhone 4S: Faster, better camera, smarter antenna and Siri iPhone 4S is a minor spec bump over last year's iPhone 4. Except it's not. It is full of attack senses, eyes, ears,
and feel much beyond any previous mobile device. Yes, hardware bumps specs be sure - faster chipset, better camera - but that's what Apple's iOS 5 software and iCloud services do to the hardware that makes the iPhone 4S so compelling, including one feature in particular, which makes it the biggest jump forward for
mainstream computer interfaces from multitouch to the original iPhone - Siri. It's fast, the antenna is rock solid, the camera is amazingly good, and Siri just might be the next big leap forward in computer interfaces. It's the same design as last year, including a glass grant that can rank potential buyers who'd hoped for a
change. Apple has produced an incredibly compelling upgrade feature for phones and iPhone 3G and iPhone 3GS. iPhone 4 owners have little reason to upgrade if speed, camera or Siri are unusually important to them. the iPhone 4S is a 5. While the incredible amount has changed, there are still many features that are
over years ago. So here are the reviews. iPhone 4S hardware from the outside, iPhone 4S looks almost iPhone 4. It has the same iconic shape, the same Braun- and Leica-inspired glass plate and stainless steel. It may no longer be as fresh as it was when it debuted about 16 months ago, but it is still one of the best
designed and certainly the best built hardware on the market. It also has the same fragile, chemically treated glass both front and rear, and an open antenna array across the sides. There are some small, subtle differences between the iPhone 4S and iPhone 4. They are both 0.37 inches (9.3 mm) thin at 4.5 inches
(115.2 mm) high and 2.31 inches (58.6 mm) wide, but the iPhone 4S is just a tad heavier 4.9 ounces (140 grams). It's 0.1 ounces (3 grams) heavier than the iPhone 4 and iPhone 3GS. Like the original AT&amp;T/GSM iPhone 4, all iPhone 4S models have a microSIM tray. Like the later Verizon iPhone 4, the iPhone 4S
has symmetrically aligned gaps in the external antenna array - two on both sides. All buttons and ports are where you'd expect them. 3.5mm headset, noise-cancelling microphone, sleep/alarm button, microSIM card slot (even on CDMA models, see below), speaker, 30-pin dock connection, phone microphone, volume up
and down buttons, and ring/silent switch. On the front, under the screen, there's still a home button. Above the screen is an ear speaker and a VGA camera. On the back is an LED flash and a new 8-megapixel with a further 1080p camcorder. The sensors remain the same with the aGPS and digital compass, ambient
light, proximity, accelerometer and gyroscope. Design development Although the iPhone 4S is 5. Here's this compared to the original iPhone (2007) and iPhone 3GS (2009). Apple decided not to improve face-to-face direction with the iPhone camera. While the Mac has gone facetime HD 1280x720 (720p), the iPhone 4S
remains a disappointing 640x480 (VGA). Rearward-driving camera is another story entirely. It is magnified to 8 megapixels and is able to record 1920x1080 (1080p) video. Apple has also improved its backlight sensor, added an f/2.4, a wide-angle lens to capture as much light and image as possible, and added an extra
glass to increase sharpness. There's also an infrared filter to improve colors, facial recognition for better exposure and focus on portraits and image stabilization to keep your videos from shaking. We asked our app editor and resident photographer Leanna Lofte to test it. Overall, the iPhone 4S did a phenomenal job in
the landscapes, especially considering the wide lights and the dark. When HDR (high dynamic range) is enabled, the results were excellent. The F/2.4 lens lacks manual control, but handles the motion much better than last year's iPhone 4. Facial recognition works impressively well, even if the object is moving around
and the face is partially obscured. Advanced backlight sensor much better in low-light situations, capturing shots that were impossible for the iPhone 4. Macrophotography, however, proved to be more of a challenge. They look good when the focus locks, but often the iPhone 4S doesn't lock the focus. This may be an
iOS 5 problem, and if so, then hopefully Apple will fix it in the future update. 5x digital zoom and flash are usable if you really need them, but it's really useful only if you don't have other options. In the video, the iPhone 4S 1080p camera did a terrible job of adjusting between shade and light, although under the bright
backlighting video remained slightly underlighted. Image stabilization worked well in walking and panning, but could not compensate for more extreme motion such as running. Low-light was better than the iPhone 4, but wasn't great. There was a visible blade and image stabilization didn't work either in dim conditions, but
the iPhone 4S's ability to compensate for color distortions was impressive and a huge improvement over the iPhone 4. Again, the macro video was incredibly sharp, but the iPhone 4S had trouble locking the focus on very thin objects. Apple is also focused on reducing the time it takes to get a photo or video. Now you
can double-click the Home button and tap the new Camera button on the right lock screen to go directly to the Camera app (bypass passcode Locks, so watch out for pranks if you leave it unattended). You can now also take pictures with the Volume Up button. The time it takes to shutter the screen open - previously an
area of frustration - is also dramatically faster. And according to Apple, the dedicated Image Signal Processing chip speeds up shooting, with the first photo taking only 1.1 seconds and subsequent photos taking only 0.5 seconds. Generally, with impromptu, random photo and video taking, low-end point-and-shoots are
just aggregated. Even on special occasions, vacations and other events, non-photographers and non-videographers can realistically rely on the iPhone 4S and well-serviced. Apple has done an excellent job here, giving the iPhone 4S an incredible new eye. Antenna and reception When the iPhone 4 had an achilles heel
it was an external antenna band. At 5 bars, touching the intersection of the right antenna can throw it down to 3. 1 or 2 bars, it could literally become a network break-play button. Yes, the mainstream media blew it completely disproportionately, and in the event he made it go away completely, but it was a mistake. And
Apple has addressed this by adding another antenna and giving the iPhone 4S the ability to intelligently switch between the two to make sure that reception is more reliable, more often. It also doubles the previous HSPA 7.2 speed to 14.4 Mbps. the iPhone 4S intelligently switching antenna hands to the new Qualcomm
RTR8605 chipset is technically HSPA+, but does not contain much faster HSPA + 21 or 42 Mbps data speed. So the data is faster, if not dramatically so. Most these top speeds remain theoretical anyway, but it's a shame people who get them, can't get them on the iPhone 4S. CMDA users verizon and sprint, none of it
doesn't matter anyway, because the iPhone 4S is still stuck on the 3 Mbps EV-DO rev network, all the limitations that come with it. These are likely to be exceeded only in 2012 or later, when LTE 4G (Long-Term Evolution) chipsets are thin and energy efficient enough to meet Apple's requirements. However, the new
Qualcomm chipset supports a two-mode CDMA/GSM. This changes the world of your phone, and means that if you travel outside the U.S. you can roam international GSM carriers. Verizon and Sprint can even open gsm radio for you if you're a good enough customer and ask nicely enough. You can then use a local
microSIM card if you are travelling and avoiding paying for data roaming. Even so, you can't switch between Sprint and Verizon, or put on an AT&amp;T SIM and have it just work. The carriers are still locking it. (Time will tell if the jailbreak community can make it free.) Here are supported bands: UMTS/HSPA at 850,
900, 1900, 2100 MHz GSM/EDGE 850, 900, 1800, 1900 MHz CDMA/EV-DO Rev. A at the 800, 1900 MHz AWS 1700 MHz frequency band used by T-Mobile USA, and wind, Videotron and other Canadian carriers, are still missing. That said, T-Mobile is now the last major carrier in the U.S. without an iPhone offer, and
that means that if you don't launch the unlocked iPhone 4S T-Mobile in the US, it can still only launch the old, slow EDGE 2G network. Wi-Fi has remained the same as last year with 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi. 802.11n remains 2.4GHz only. Bluetooth radio, on the other hand, has received a boost and now supports Bluetooth
4.0, which offers lower power consumption and lower latency. Speaker and microphones Every year we hope the inventor of the iPod will put a decent mic and loudspeaker system on the iPhone, and every year we can make fun of BlackBerry, and more recently, Android Beats users. While there have been no audio
announcements from Apple or stage demos for Apple executives similar to the kind given by optics, the iPhone 4S shows no real signs of improvement. The speaker is louder and clearer, making it easier to do hands-free speech. The noise-cancelling mic does a great job of keeping both phone conversations and Siri
voice commands running even in a busy, noisy room. And the vibration motor, which is known to be re-linear, rather than the rotational layout, is less annoying when it goes out, but every bit noticeable. Audiophiles can still expect Phil Schiller to give them the attention photographers got this year, but average users of
sound are improving. The Apple A5 System-on-a-chip IPhone 4S will be a dual-core Apple A5 system-on-a-chip (SoC), which was first introduced last spring alongside the iPad 2. Reportedly based on ARM's Cortex A9 processing unit Imagination's PowerVR SGX 543MP2 graphics processing unit, Apple only say that it
provides 2x computer power and 7x graphics power for the iPhone 4. This allows it to power everything from AirPlay Mirroring to Siri's virtual assistant. Doing bigger things isn't the only idea, though. We do more smaller things faster makes a difference as well. Start, render, and scroll apps on websites, play games - all of
these things are noticeably faster. Almost a moment, actually. You will feel it right away, and if you ever go back to an older iPhone or smartphone, you won't put it on right away. Interestingly, Apple is stuck with the same 512MB RAM for the A5. While competing phones are sporting 1GB these days, Apple seems to
believe they don't need more RAM for better performance, or perhaps don't need a potential compromise on energy consumption. Given your instant feeling and ability to hold much of everything from websites to apps that are ready and available, it's hard to argue. Still, developers keep pushing silicon and it would have
been interesting to see what 1GB would have let iOS 5 games achieve. With the battery power of the monstrous new Apple A5 SoC and demanding new features like location-based reminders and voice-crunching Siri, battery life should be a legitimate concern. Apple impressively claims very little change in the iPhone 4,
although the waiting time seems to have taken a very big hit (down from 33%). 3G call time: 8 hours 2G call time: 14 hours Web browsing: 6 hours Video watching: 10 hours Audio listening: 40 hours Our tests are hard to get a handle on. Reminders, Siri and other new features are so useful that you use them more often,
which leads to faster battery drains. If you stop using them (or turn them off in the Settings app), the battery seems a little below iPhone 4 standards, but you lose everything that's great functionality. If you charge often you can enjoy the best of both worlds, your phone will do what you need the power to do it when you
need it. If you don't get in power, you're going to have to moderate your use. We'll keep an eye on the battery life and upgrade. Accessory compatibility While the iPhone 4S is almost identical to the iPhone 4, it's that almost to get you. Depending on how well the manufacturer followed Apple's tolerance guidelines, most
iPhone 4 cases should be suitable for the iPhone 4S, with the Verizon iPhone 4 compatible cases likely to offer the most appropriate. If in doubt, check the specific case you want and ask for iPhone 4S compatibility. Here are some examples: TiPb iPhone 4S Accessory Store Amazon iPhone 4S Accessories Sticker
skins, cables, chargers and headphones should all be compatible, and better Bluetooth support, monitor information and other features should be better than ever. Also, the iPhone 4S can not only iPad 2's Mirroring feature to get content on apple TV and onto the big screen, but compatible with HDMI out of digital AV
Adapter as well. iPhone 4S Software for iPhone 4S ships iOS 5, Apple's fifth-generation mobile operating system and arguably the biggest update in the history of the platform. It includes features such as unobtrusive notifications, iMessage, Twitter integration and location-aware Reminders app. Check out our huge sign
up for all the new features: The full iOS 5 feature walkthrough of iCloud is not unique to iPhone 4S but it launches at the same time and for the first time it makes online services and an integral part of iOS. From eWorld to . Mac MobileMe, Apple's previous Internet history, has one high price and relatively low reception.
iCloud is designed to change everything that not only is free, but much more functional than ever. We added iCloud to our iOS walkthrough related to the above, but here are the highlights: PC Free. iPhone 4S is the first iOS device you can take directly into the box and activate and configure it by never connecting it to a
Mac or Windows PC. Backups and restores can also be made on your device and without a computer, and iCloud will also handle software updates over the air when they become available. Documents high. For any app that supports it, such as Apple's own iWork productivity kit, Numbers, Pages, and Keynote, any file



created on one device - iOS or Mac OS X - is effortlessly stored on iCloud and pushed down to any other device. iTunes clouded. Previously only applicable to App Store apps and games in areas where Apple has secured licensing, you can now download previously purchased music and even tv shows for your iPhone
4S in some areas. Find my iPhone, find my friends. Although Apple has let you track your iOS devices for a while, you can now share your location with your friends, either permanently or temporarily. Privacy controls are friends, time limits up to an hour, and the kill switch is always at hand. Photo Stream keeps the last
30 days or 1,000 images available on all your iOS devices, and all your iCloud-enabled images are backed up on your Mac on iPhoto or opening (but not both at the same time). However, you can't delete potentially uncomfortable or embarrassing images other than deleting or logging off a stream - or prevent them from
appearing as a screen saver on an Apple TV, for example. So the shooter beware. Email, contacts, calendars. In the past, the largest part of MobileMe, Apple @me.com now can be created or converted to iCloud accounts. (Unfortunately, there is still no way to connect multiple accounts, such as MobileMe, iTunes,
FaceTime, etc.) to iTunes match. Apple's music locker service, announced, is not yet publicly available. On startup, it scans your iTunes desktop collection for $25 make it available to you on iCloud - 256 bit ACC if it is part of iTunes' massive collection. All in all, iCloud seems to have a solid foundation for Apple. It is
limited and has some flaws, like most first-generation offerings. Hopefully it will grow to provide easier multi-device sync things like game scores, and hopefully webOS-style Synergy services, where multiple data types can be independently pulled, stored in separate silos, but presented in both single and combined views
of users. AirPlay mirroring allows the iPhone 4S to share your screen - any screen from any app - on an Apple TV over Wi-Fi. Because the Apple TV is designed to connect to hdtv, it means you get your iPhone 4S content on the big screen. While on-the-surface AirPlay mirroring may not seem like a great feature, it
takes a personal, intimate experience of everything from games to FaceTime and makes it social. A keynote speaker projected on the board or a group of friends playing a board game on TV are just some of the obvious uses. Companies like Firemint continue to push the envelope as well, with concepts like multi-device-
to-Apple-TV Party Play. This is where the iPhone 4S becomes a controller, and iOS is starting to become a serious threat to traditional consoles in the casual space. Siri Siri is a natural language interface for iOS, combining powerful voice recognition (rumors that it's being fueled by industry leader Nuance) and
synthesized speech with an artificially intelligent query and response engine designed to become your virtual assistant. It replaces the previous Voice Control feature introduced in iOS 3 for iPhone 3GS. Siri is also one of the biggest features of the iPhone 4S. The speed is impressive, the camera's spectacular eye, but
the voice and ear of Siri is what could define the next generation of computer interfaces. While this may sound hyperbolic, it's nothing more than apple's mainstreaming of command-line interfaces with Apple II, mice and windows with a Mac or a multi-touch original iPhone. All were tainted as toys by those who lacked
vision or simply disliked the idea of democratizing technology. If Siri was just a voice management and dictating system, as Android has been for a while, or like apps like Vlingo or Nuance itself, it's previously available on various platforms, including iOS, that would be one thing. But Apple has imbued it with an almost
Pixar-like humanity, a personality that while unmistakably artificial is also undeniably charming and inclusive. That's probably why Apple, atypical, didn't name Siri after buying the company behind it. Asking Siri a question creates a connection that would be much harder to achieve with an unnamed assistant app. Siri
understands the context. It understands relationships. It understands the smiley face. It can be a joke, even if It makes you feel, for the first time, like you can chat with your computer. You can ask Siri to tell your mother that you're late and that address iMessage. You can ask Siri to wake you up in 15 minutes, and that'll
set the alarm. You can ask Siri to find you breakfast and it's looking for local restaurants. You can ask Siri for the actors in the movie you're watching, and it's asking Wolfram Alpha. You can ask Siri for his favorite color, and he'll tell you. He even submit gadgets, unique to his interface, if you want to touch when
answering. Siri is activated by pressing and holding down the home button, or bringing the iPhone 4S up and ear as you would call. You can only activate dictation when you tap the new microphone button on your system-based keyboard. Siri is, of course, by no means perfect. It is still a beta with limited language and
even more limited location support. Siri's voice is female in the US and male in the UK and you can't change it (unless you change the region and your accent). Siri relies on servers that sometimes seem to struggle to keep up with demand. This may be due to the customer insight game. And like people or Pixar
characters, it's misguided and frustrating at times. It makes mistakes, and he tries to learn going forward. Also, you can't turn on Siri settings yet; Wi-Fi or airplane mode is not turned on/off. It can't run apps to update your Facebook status or get you back in the game. It can't connect a camera to Google Goggle type
searches, or Apple's Faces technology to find a photo of your child. Siri is at the beginning, but this is the beginning we've only seen in Star Trek. And it's exciting. Apps and games for iPhone 4S are compatible with all the hundreds of thousands of iPhone apps contained in Apple's iTunes App Store. It's still not ideal -
there are no innovations, no demos, and Apple as one curator sets itself up as a bottleneck and - though less and less often - rejecting all apps on the platform. However, with the power of the Apple A5 GPU, the games have never looked better, and with iCloud functionality, the apps have never been more useful. So
while the number of apps and games remains the same, the potential has never been better. The complete TiPb app and game coverage top 5 app and game lists for iOS remains also the most web app-friendly platform for mobile, incredibly powerful HTML 5 rendering engine and high-speed Nitro JavaScript engine now
available in Safari, embedded Web Views and web applications stored on the home page. Accessibility apple stopped the iPhone 4 FaceTime video, showing a deaf person signing a loved one. Apple stopped the iPhone 4S Siri video, showing a blind person replying to a message via voice alone. They have also added
custom vibration notifications, AssistiveTouch and other features. I would be hard pressed to think about another company's consumer electronics doing so much to increase accessibility for apple. Once again, they deserve a great deal of praise for continuing to make this a priority. The iPhone 4S gets the broadest and
fastest distribution in Apple's mobile history. With effect from 14 December 2004, Member States may not As always, apple kept pricing the same as in previous years, offering more phones for the same money. This year, however, they have added a 64GB model to a $399 contract. And while last year's iPhone 4 falls
below 8GB and $99 on contract, they have taken the unprecedented step of keeping the 2009 iPhone 3GS on the market, also 8GB, but a $0 contract. This is an iPhone at every price point from something like four hundred. No umbrella. Apple has also added Sprint as a carrier in the US, making it a 2st year after
Verizon. They are also shipping a white model for the day and date. Should you upgrade or cross-class? Generally, if you're thinking about upgrading the feature to your phone or iPhone 3GS or an earlier model for the iPhone, do so. You'll get a spectacularly improved experience and feature set. If you are thinking about
upgrading the iPhone 4, then you need to make sure that the main new features - speed, camera, antenna, and/or Siri - are compelling enough to justify the cost. They are not for most ordinary consumers. For gadget lovers or nerds, you've probably already found a reason to justify it. If you are thinking about crossing
webOS, you should also do so. Now that Sprint is available and HP is floundering, the iPhone 4S is a great choice. BlackBerry lovers and Android aficionados, if you're not tired and ready for change, wait and see what RIM's new QNX/BBX superphones and Google's Ice Cream Sandwich powered by the Galaxy Nexus-
lead generation brings to the table. Either way, here's some help to decide what, if any, the iPhone is for you: If you decide to go with the iPhone 4S, here's some help to get started. The conclusion of the iPhone 4S may be evolutionary hardware, faster than the iPhone 4, with a better camera and a more durable
antenna, but the iPhone 4 was an excellent phone and the iPhone 4S is even bigger. While the design remains one of the best in the industry, it also remains unchanged. If you like apple aesthetics, you're very happy. If not - if you had preferred a larger screen or a physical keyboard or a larger number of standard ports
- if Apple hasn't done anything here to win you over, and probably never most of them counts. In terms of software, almost everything in iOS 5 feels wider and better, and not only functional, but more personal and more tactile as well. Apple has added more detailed control levels to, for example, location services and
data storage, so keep private what you want to keep private and delete what you want to delete. They have also added a more direct touch to manipulation of the UI calendar and post, so interactions are viscerally intuitive. At the same time, they have increased the social aspects of iOS with services like AirPlay and apps
like Find My Friends. It's a clever balance. So is the interface that Apple has kept as easy for novice users as it was for iOS 1 in 2007, and yet added to the growing complexity of the power of users, including Fast App Switcher 2010 and Announcements in 2011. For my sister, the iPhone makes calls, plays music and
takes photos. For me, it can do almost anything more and more. Again, I can't help but come back to Steve Jobs, the man whose vision and singularity drove Apple to create a future consumer electronics, device device, app app, culminating in the iPhone 4S announced just the day before his passing. As Jobs did, it
stands at a turning point in technology and liberal art, powerful and still accessible, capable and yet beautiful, the addition of new hardware brought to life by ambitious new software. It's definitely not a device for everyone, but increasingly the iPhone is a device for most people. We can earn a commission on purchases
using our links. Additional information. More.
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