
GOSPEL MESSAGE 
 

Life in the Wilderness 
 

The American Red Cross offers a training called Wilderness and Remote First 
Aid, during which participants learn skills to be used in case of emergencies such 
as low blood sugar, hypothermia, and burns when professional help is  
unavailable or far away.  For someone experiencing a health crisis in a  
wilderness setting, a companion with remote first aid skills can be lifesaving. 
 

When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, readers are told that 
the word of God came to John in the wilderness.  The wilderness mentioned here 
brings to mind a place that is remote, sparsely populated, and rugged.  Yet there 
is a sense of another wilderness being illuminated here as well—the wilderness 
of a messy world where some have wealth and status while others experience 
food insecurity, injustice, and homelessness. 
 

It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims that one is coming 
through whom “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” (Luke 3:6).  Luke’s  
intentional listing of all the authorities in power (vv. 1-2) indicates that he wants 
readers to know just how different John the Baptist and, more importantly, the 
one he proclaims are from the rulers of the day. 
 

People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet throughout his ministry 
John was clear that it wasn’t about him or his personal agenda but rather the 
work of God through him.  He pointed to the Promised One and to the salvation 
Jesus offers.  Like Jesus, John proclaimed a message that extended to the  
vulnerable and spoke of caring for our neighbors. 
 

Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to go into the wilderness, 
to bring good news to the little and the least, and to proclaim the work of God in 
our lives, through both our actions and our words.  As we do, we bear witness to 
the promise that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the one who leads us from death to 
life. 
 
 

Next Sunday’s Readings 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 
 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our 
God.  While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness 
may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy 
could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of 
the Lord of hosts.  Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of 
the gospel.  In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all 
people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Page numbers are located in the front half of the red worship book. 
Hymns and songs (#) are located in the back half of the book. 

 

Prelude                                        “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candles 

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
Advent means coming. 
 

As the first candle is lit 

We are preparing ourselves for the days 
when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.                                               Isaiah 2:4 

 

As the second candle is lit 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the falting together, 
and a little child shall lead them.                                                        Isaiah 11:6 
 

O people of hope, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

Gathering Song                             “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                   #264 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  By 
his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4                                                      Old Testament pages 889-890 
God announces a covenant with Israel.  A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s 
people, as silver and gold are refined. 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79                   “Blessed be the God of Israel”                                    #552 
This "psalm" is not taken from the Psalms of the Old Testament, but is rather a New 
Testament song of praise sung by Zechariah, John the Baptist's father.  For nine months his 
voice had been silent, but upon the birth of John he sings for joy.  We sing together a sung 
paraphrase—a "thought for thought" translation rather than "word for word". 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11                                                   New Testament page 196 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches.  He writes in this letter about his joy to 
be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi.  Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes 
a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
 

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                     “Alleluia” 



Gospel: Luke 3:1-6                                                                                     New Testament page 60 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins.”  As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political 
and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
 

The gospel is announced: 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

Hymn of the Day                          “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                        #249 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

After each prayer: 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
Our offering is a collection of money for the church's mission, including the care of those in 
need, as a sign of the giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God's gifts.  Your 
offering and “Count Me In” may be placed in the basket as you come forward for communion. 



                                                        “When a Star Is Shining” 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 
Music: WHERE THE PROMISE SHINES, Bob Moore, b. 1962 

Text © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. giamusic.com  All rights reserved. 
Music © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. giamusic.com  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-713607  

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Monday, December 6, 2021 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day  
Turkey.  According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so 
has become a symbol of anonymous gift-giving. 
 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 
Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 

While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the 
same day he was baptized.  He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still 
sing today, and helped lead St. Augustine to faith. 



Today’s Worship Leaders 
Usher: Norma Moses 

Organist:  
Power Point: Claressa Gorman 

Lector: Mike Carroll 
Liturgist: Marlys Olson 

Acolytes: Chase Stream & Hunter Zaske 
Communion Assistants: Teresa Hasbrook & Millie Peters 

Altar Guild: Shari Schlagel 
 
 

Next Week’s Worship Leaders 
Usher: DeDe Swanson 

Song & Prayer Leaders: Praise Band 
Power Point: Brenda Taylor 

Lector: Vern Koepp 
Acolytes: Megan Nelson & Riley Zeltinger 

Communion Assistants: Colleen Larson & Alissa Zeltinger 
Altar Guild: Shari Schlagel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portions of the liturgy are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB144602. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . . 
. . .we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

In the night in which he was betrayed. . . 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks. . . 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 



Communion 
We celebrate at an open communion table.  All who hear our Lord's invitation are welcome to 
participate.  You will be dismissed by row to receive the bread and wine at the altar rail.   
Children who have received age-appropriate instruction are welcome to commune. 
 
Communion Songs 

                                                   “Lamb of God” 

 

                                                                 “In the Singing” 

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 
Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926 

Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-713607  

Table Blessing 

Response: Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things.  Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Milestones and Announcements 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 

Sending Song                            “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                               #254 
 
Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

                                            “Wait for the Lord” 

Text: Taize Community 
Music: WAIT FOR THE LORD, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 

Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc. 
agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 

www.giamusic.com  800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-713607  


