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This is a new online teaching resource from
Australian Poetry Slam Champion Luka
Lesson, featuring a slick aesthetic and an
easily navigable dashboard from which
seven engaging modules can be accessed.
The modules cover a broad range of poetryfocused writing and performance tutorials
delivered by Luka Lesson, each one
supported by an introduction, extensive
resource kit (one per module), video and
audio of live performances, and
downloadable workshop materials which
unpack Lesson’s own process of writing. The
bonus resources and activities allow class
teachers to model and jointly deconstruct
different approaches to writing and
performing poetry while releasing students to
find their own voices and passions as poets,
equipping them with the practical skills to
compose and perform slam poetry.
The step-by-step resources and writing
exercises are introduced in Luka’s
conversational, approachable style and lend
themselves readily to independent writing.
I was given the opportunity to trial the
resource with my own class who had already
begun a unit of work on poetry entitled ‘A
Sense of Place’. My Year 7 students loved
seeing Luka’s performance of ‘May the Pen
Grace Your Page’ (which, it should be noted,
features as one of the prescribed texts in
English Standard Module C: The craft of
writing, for which the Secondary Curriculum
team at the NSW Department of Education
have created a supplementary teaching
resource).

They relished the videos of Luka offering his
advice as an experienced and successful
poet and followed this to create some pretty
fantastic poems of their own. It was a delight
to see them flourish in their writing at the end
of term, putting on a class poetry slam
(reader, if only you could have seen Elijah
and Isaac perform ‘Distraction’ in a Beastie
Boys/Luka Lesson mashup duet about ways
to distract listeners with hilarious puns and
rhymes while the class clicked
enthusiastically to show their appreciation!).
I found this resource to be extremely useful,
as it was relevant to my students and
empowering for me as an educator – I had
only ever attended poetry slams as an
audience member, never as a performer.
Initially, the thought of doing justice to this
powerful tradition of spoken word poetry –
finding ways to enthuse my own students
about the history of performance poetry and
enabling them to transform their own ideas
into effective poems to be delivered out loud
in a dynamic and meaningful way – was
daunting. It’s something that can so easily fall
flat – teenagers can sniff out the inauthentic
faster than a bloodhound. Yet Luka Lesson’s
videos win them over because he is
authentic: he lives and breathes poetry. And
he is a cool guy, which helps.
This resource is exciting, rich and accessible,
and the message is clear – poetry is about
passion. Speaking directly to camera, Luka
says in the video What advice would you give
to poets starting out?:
Find the things you are passionate about...
be fearless in writing about those things. And
when you find it, all the other things that you
need to learn along the way to tell that story
will become easier.
My Year 7 class loved Luka’s lessons (pun
intended), and students in Years 9–12 in
almost any setting would find this a
particularly powerful tool for learning about
how to write with passion. Investing in this
resource could bring to life Reading to write
for Year 11 students and would make a
worthy addition to your teaching of Module C:
The craft of writing in Year 12. Go check it
out. RR

