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1. Information Technology Grant Programme structure 
 
1-1. Programme outline 
 
The IBF Foundation Information Technology Grant Programme aimed to provide organizations working in the 
field of visual impairment with financial resources to resolve difficulties related to IT equipment. 
 
The following types of organisations were eligible to participate in this call for project proposals: 
 

 National Federations (NFs) 
 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
 Non-Profit Organizations 

 
The focus area was IT equipment and communication tools/devices/services.  
 
The key factors to be reviewed when assessing applications were: 
 

1. Who the beneficiaries were. 
2. What the problem was. 
3. How the equipment and tools would resolve the difficulties. 
4. Expected outcomes. 

 
The aim of this focus area was to help organizations improve and increase their organisational, 
communicational and productive capacity in order to provide enhanced support to blind and partially sighted 
people. 
 
By accessing the grant, organizations would be able to purchase or otherwise acquire equipment or services 
which would be used for its activities and for the benefit of visually impaired people. 
 
1-2. Financial conditions and payment procedures 
 
The total maximum budget allocated for each grantee was 2 000 US Dollars. Funding would be transferred to 
the grantees in two separate instalments, contingent upon meeting certain conditions: 
 
Instalment Amount Milestone Conditions 
First 50%  contract signed upon receipt of the signed grant agreement, IBF 

Foundation transfers 50% of the agreed grant to the 
grantees. 

Second 50% upon receipt of the 
final reports, including 
the financial report. 

reports must be submitted within 1 month of the 
conclusion of the project. 

 
The final narrative report and financial report were to be submitted one month following the completion of 
the project at the latest, in English and using the formats that IBF Foundation provided to grantees. They were 
to include a detailed list of the items on which the funding was spent. Copies of all invoices, tickets and/or 
receipts were an integral part of the final reports. 
 
The grant could be invested in: 
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 IT equipment/supplies; 
 communication devices; 
 usage of the services. 
  

1-3. Number of applicants and beneficiaries (with lists) 
 
IBF Foundation received 11 applications from 8 different countries; of these, the following nine projects from 
seven countries were selected for funding: 
 

N° Name of applicant Country 1st  

tranche 

2nd 

tranche 

Total amount 

(USD) 

1 Asociación Jujeña de Ciegos y Ambliopes 

“Héctor Nerssier” 

Argentina 1 000.00  1 000.00   2 000.00  

2 Argentina Escuela Especial N° 515 Argentina  876.00   717.88   1 593.88  

3 Ghana Blind Union Ghana 1 000.00  1 000.00   2 000.00  

4 Asociación de Sordociegos de Honduras Honduras  874.61   942.31   1 816.92  

5 Nepal Association for the Welfare of the Blind Nepal 1 000.00   993.24   1 993.24  

6 Kenneth Ulo Foundation Nigeria  998.00   560.78   1 558.78  

7 Bina Foundation Nigeria 1 000.00  1 000.00   2 000.00  

8 Uganda Blind Sports Association Uganda  935.38  1 017.98   1 953.36  

9 Society for the Blind of Uzbekistan Uzbekistan  900.00   828.80   1 728.80  

  TOTAL 14 644.98 
 
 
Thanks to the ‘Information Technology Grant Programme’, IBF Foundation was able to support 9 organizations 
in 7 different countries. For six of the organisations - Ghana Blind Union, Asociación de Sordociegos de 
Honduras, Nepal Association for the Welfare of the Blind, Kenneth Ulo Foundation, Uganda Blind Sports 
Association and the Society for the Blind of Uzbekistan - this was the first time they had benefited from IBF 
Foundation support. 
 
The total amount distributed was 14 644.98 US Dollars. 
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2. Programme outcomes 
 
2-1. What we achieved 
 
- provide IT equipment and communication tools/devices/services to the organisations, for use by 

employees, members or other users; 
 
- identify a widespread demand for IT devices within organisations; 

 
- raise awareness of IBF Foundation and its goals and activities; 

 
- establish connections and working relationships with the applicant organisations; 

 
- ultimately, improve the life quality of people with visual impairment involved in the nine beneficiary 

organisations. 
 
2-2. Lessons learnt 
 

2-2-1. Clear explanation of procedure 
 

We set out in detail the entire procedure in the application documents, explaining that we would transfer 
50% of the grant at the beginning and then, after the submission of reports and evaluation, we would send 
the second transfer. However, some of the beneficiaries were not aware that they needed to cover 
temporarily half of the expenses to purchase the materials. This was caused perhaps by a lack of 
communication with beneficiary organisations at the outset, with the language barrier undoubtedly adding 
to the difficulties. Most of the beneficiaries are not native English speakers and, as it transpires, they had a 
little difficulty to comprehend all the content and conditions of the programme. 
 

2-2-2. Flexibility according to circumstances 
 

Some organisations requested to buy different devices from the original idea because of a lack of stock or a 
change in circumstances. The devices they wanted to purchase changed during the programme due to these 
and other regional/national situations and we saw the need to be flexible in response to their requests to 
ensure the success of the organisations’ projects and the grant programme as a whole. 
 
 2-2-3. The need to put in place procedures to ensure we are able to disburse all the funding 
 
At the beginning of our grant programme we had a budget of 20 000 USD; however, we were not able to 
disburse the full amount as planned. To ensure our future funding programmes have maximum impact, it 
may be prudent to introduce procedures for such cases to make sure the whole amount is invested as 
scheduled.  
 
2-3. Experiences and connections to improve future grant programmes 
 
   To sum up our experience from the IT grant programme, we can conclude the following: 
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- communication in English is always one of the biggest difficulties for non-native English speakers in our 
grant programmes. We are required to explain very clearly to help them understand and keep 
communicating until they gain a full understanding of the procedures and conditions; 
  

- we should be flexible for any circumstances or needs of beneficiaries for the success of their activities; 
  

- the grant programme was delivered largely successfully and we achieved the main objectives; however, 
we could not invest as much as we planned. We need to encourage beneficiaries to disburse all the 
amount as approved; 
 

- We were able to raise awareness of IBF Foundation, even among organisations not directly involved in 
blind football. We were able to reach them through this grant programme as a stepping stone and one 
organisation showed interest to have a meeting with us for the awareness/development of blind football 
in their country. We made strong connections with them and hope to continue co-operating to develop 
blind football in a country with potential.  

  



 
 
 
 

International Blind Football Foundation 

 6

 

3. The voices of beneficiaries 
 
3-1. Argentina - Asociación Jujeña de Ciegos y Ambliopes “Héctor Nerssier” 
 
【Background】 
Asociación Jujeña de Ciegos y Ambliopes “Héctor Nerssier” is an organization located in the province of Jujuy 
in Argentina. It supports visually impaired people to be integrated in society. Currently there are 31 blind or 
low vision people aged 18 years and over and from different provinces, such as San Salvador de Jujuy, El 
Carmen, Perico, Libertador, Palpalá, Humahuaca, Calilegua and Bairros, in the association. 
  
The association looked for ways to improve the quality of life of people with visual impairment and to enhance 
their self-management skills and social inclusion through the implementation of this project. 
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, activities were carried out virtually using a variety of multimedia 
resources: audio, calls and video calls. The main difficulty was that some people did not have necessary or 
sufficient technological means to access the virtual workshops, such as internet access, or they lack skills on 
the use of different communication platforms. The association did have sufficient technological tools to 
provide a good quality education and nowadays the need for high-capacity memory and storage on IT devices 
is increased; as a result, the association decided to apply for support through this grant programme.  
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of a desktop computer with accessories, tools for on-line activities such as a speaker and a 

webcam, and a multifunction printer. 
 

     
 
Testimony: “Thanks to the collaboration of the IBF Foundation through the IT grant program, we acquired 
equipment that allows our users to incorporate the use of technology in their lives as a means of reducing 
or eliminating the different barriers that exist between blind people and the current world in order to 
facilitate the issuance, access and treatment of information and communication.” 
 
Personal testimony: "It is never too late to learn things that allow me to function in a society immersed in 
technology.”, Luis Unrein, 18-year-old user.  

  



 
 
 
 

International Blind Football Foundation 

 7

 
3-2. Argentina - Escuela Especial N° 515 
 
【Background】 
The project aimed to establish communication with students who lacked the economic resources to carry out 
a virtual education. The school has many students who have limited financial resources and cannot access 
technology to communicate virtually. Through this project, the school believed it could help students to 
strengthen communication with teachers also. 
 
Initially, the school requested to buy a notebook to work with students. However, their multifunction printer 
was damaged and they asked to change the item as they decided to purchase a new printer that is very 
important for their students. They acquired the multifunction printer and are now able to continue providing 
printed teaching material to students. 
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of multifunction printer. 
 
Testimony: “The contribution of the IBF Foundation has been of great help 
for the operation of the area of teaching material at special school 515.” 
 
Personal testimonies: 
 
"The contribution from IBF Foundation is important to print material 
adapted for our students with visual impairment", Teresa. 
 
"The preparation of adapted didactic material, including in large print and 
with high-contrast images, makes learning easier for students with visual 
impairment. Thank you IBF Foundation", Inés. 
 
"Thanks to IBF Foundation for the printer that allows me and my classmates 
to study more easily", Abigail (8-year-old student). 
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3-3. Ghana - Ghana Blind Union 
 
【Background】 
Ghana Blind Union has more than 15, 000 blind and partially sighted members and has three wings; a 
women’s wing, a youth wing and a sports wing. However, the leaders had limited IT devices and capacity to 
communicate with their members within the districts and regions.  
 
The three wings are integral parts of the union. Other network groups and civil society organizations in the 
regions have limited information about the activities of the GBU wings because the leaders had limited IT 
capacity and equipment to communicate. The leaders are visually impaired and face difficulties to collect, 
collate and disseminate information to the members at all levels. Some of the leaders, and in particular in the 
women’s wing, cannot read braille because they became blind later in life. Similarly, some of the members 
cannot read braille and the few leaders do not have the requisite devices to collect and disseminate 
information even if they have basic IT knowledge and skills. 
 
This situation created problems concerning communication and information dissemination between the 
leaders of the wings and their members, the GBU secretariat as well as other networks outside of GBU. This 
project aimed to enhance the capacity of the leaders of the three wings. 
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of one desktop computer and accessories, three tablets and screen reader software. 
- training in data collection and storage, use of social media platforms, audio messages and sending e-mails 

for 6 leaders of the wings (2 leaders per wing). 
 

GBU now has a desktop computer with accessories at a central point that is helping to disseminate 
information to its wings and all members. The leaders of the three wings at national and regional levels now 
disseminate information to their members.  
 
As a result, members at the grassroot level are well informed about GBU activities through the wing’s 
communication. The overall outcome is an improvement in communication and dissemination of information 
among GBU and its wings, and the wings and their membership as well as the wings and other network 
organizations 
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Personal testimony: “I am Ramatu Salifu, a member of the Ghana Blind 
Union and the first vice president of the Ghana Blind Sports Association 
(a wing of the GBU). On behalf of the GBU, we express our profound 
gratitude to IBF Foundation for the grant support to equip and train us to 
enhance the communication flow within the union and its wings. All the 
wings - Youth wing, Women’s wing and Sports wing - received a tablet 
each. Additionally, we have gone through training on how to use the 
tablets effectively to disseminate information through reports and social 
media. We have not received this training and tablets to go and keep 
them in our rooms as white elephants. We are using them to serve the 
intended purpose – to enhance communication within the Ghana Blind 
Union and its wings as well as the wings and our networks outside GBU. 
We are most grateful.” 
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3-4. Honduras - Asociación de Sordociegos de Honduras 
 
【Background】 
“Asociación de Sordociegos de Honduras” is an institution that serving blind and deafblind people in Honduras. 
The association faced the problem of not having enough technological equipment to provide educational 
services to their members. 
 
The aim of the project was to train blind people in technology to improve their social, educational and labour 
inclusion through the use of computers and tablets with voice synthesis programmes. Depending on the 
personal circumstances, it is not always possible to obtain these technological resources easily, so acquiring 
these tools is very important. The association also felt the project would help to improve the communication 
of the association with other national and international organizations. 
 
With this project, the association tried to address the problem that blind people have always struggled to be 
integrated in society, work or family due to the lack of access to advanced technologies. 
 
【Activities】 
- purchase of two laptops, five tablets, cases and headphones. 
 
The association held a technology workshop with help from some volunteers and using the equipment 
purchased. The participants came from some remote cities to learn how to use the IT materials in their school 
or office work.  
  
The main achievement is that people with visual impairment are aware of technology and know it is a 
resource that is close to them. By learning IT skills, the curriculum of the participants with disabilities to search 
for jobs was also improved. The project facilitated the integration of blind and deafblind students in different 
educational institutions and employment.  
 
Testimony: “These technologies bring us closer to each other and also open the doors of the world, so 
having them accessible and free of charge is an invaluable help which will benefit many of our users. The 
support opens doors to training, education and employment and, from an administrative point of view, 
connects our association with our users and other organisations. Your support is invaluable because it 
opens the eyes and ears of people with a visual impairment to technologies that many of them thought 
were beyond their reach. Thank you very much”, Honduran Association of People with Deafblindness 
(ASOCIH)   
 
Personal testimony: “I knew you had telephones, 
tablets and PCs and I always wondered how I 
could get an audible response just by touching a 
screen or a keyboard. Now, thanks to IBF 
Foundation, I can learn and access information 
and this motivates me to think I can enjoy a 
better future. I also really look forward to 
teaching others.”, Iris Ondina Márquez. 
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3-5. Nepal - Nepal Association for the Welfare of the Blind  
 
【Background】 
During the first and second phases of COVID-19, almost all schools were closed and started to adopt virtual 
teaching methods. The government launched radio and television school programs targeting poor and 
disadvantageous students from grades six to ten. However, it became difficult for students with visual 
impairments to attend their regular classes virtually due to poor financial circumstances and a lack of mobile 
or computer devices at home. Thus, this project was to enable students with visual impairments to attend 
regular academic classes virtually by visiting the national braille library and using available technologies like 
mobile telephones, computers and radio devices. The project also had options to borrow radios to use at 
home for those unable to visit the library due to unavailability of guides.  
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of one television, thirty digital radios, four mobile phones and three routers.  
 
In total, 42 students between 12 to 20 years old living in Kathmandu benefited from this project. They are 6th 
to 10th grade students in formal academic schools and some of them are in the higher academic institutions. 
In addition, 15 more girls have also benefited.  
 
In order to facilitate online and distance learning for students with visual impairment during the period of 
school closure, NAWB purchased the equipment set out above. The television has been installed in the 
meeting room so that students with visual impairments can sit comfortably and enjoy listening to the 
television school program. The mobile devices have been kept at the computer rooms so that the students 
can visit and use headphone to attend their virtual classes. Similarly, the students who had problem visiting 
the office of NAWB can request radios to be supplied to their homes and can enjoy listening to radio school 
programs at home. 
  
Because of this service, students with visual impairments living near the NAWB office didn’t have to remain 
idle during the period of school closure. Some visited the office, while other took the services to their home 
and tried their best to remain engaged and enhance their knowledge on academic, national and international 
issues as well.  
 
NAWB has been able to add digital components in its manual braille library. Twenty-five students have used 
radio services so far and fifteen students with visual impairments are regularly using the radio to attend the 
radio school programme and listen to audio books. Sixteen students have used the television facility to watch 
televised classes and other television programs for their extra learning. 
 
The visitors with blindness are using the mobile and computer facilities for their extra learning and to 
communicate with their friends and families through social media. Eleven people with a visual impairment 
have used these services so far. 
 
Testimony: “When students with visual impairments were missing their online classes due to lack of mobile 
devices and internet connection, IBF Foundation support for NAWB enabled these students to attend their 
classes regularly. They also used mobile devices to chat with their friends on social media, browse on 
Google, watch YouTube and enhance their extra knowledge. They were also able to attend radio and 
television school program with the help of the radios and television installed at the NAWB office. Students 
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are also using mobile and radio devices to read audio books and prepare for the teaching service 
examination. The students are still using radio and mobile devices to read audio books and enjoy listening 
to songs and news as well.” 
 
Personal testimony, “IT breaks Gokarna’s academic silence”:      
Gokarna Lamichhane, 24, a low vision student who hails from 
remote Nuwakot District, is a student of Bachelor. When he had 
just joined his college, all academic instructions were closed due to 
COVID-19 and, closing face-to-face classes, all academic 
institutions started to adopt virtual classes. But for poor Gokarna, 
while his other sighted friends were attending online classes, he 
had nothing to do except curse his fate and stay at home silently. 
But, when Gokarna heard that NAWB was supporting visually 
impaired students with mobile and other reading devices, he 
started to visit our office and take online classes regularly. Because 
of these devices at the NAWB office, now he is reading audio books 
and getting updated with all the latest information from around 
the world. Though his final result are yet to come out, his marks in 
the third examination were exceptional. He is still using mobile and 
radio devices to listen to audio books too. As of now, over 60 
students have benefitted so far.  
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3-6. Nigeria - Kenneth Ulo Foundation 
 
【Background】 
Kenneth Ulo Foundation is an organization with a vision and mission to improve and sustain inclusion for 
persons with blindness in Nigeria, and especially children of school age. The foundation is committed to 
rewriting the negative life experiences of visually impaired people in the country. 
  
The Kenneth Ulo Foundation believes that if visually impaired people have greater access to digital 
communication devices, they can obtain more chances for high quality and inclusive education. Their 
mandate is to see more young persons with blindness at school so that they can express their concerns by 
themselves. Furthermore, this project could attract more interest from the government or other 
organizations working in the disability field as it promotes inclusion and a better quality of life for visually 
impaired people in Nigeria.  
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of five mobile phones, ten voice recorders, five loudspeakers and headphones. 
 
A total of 21 visually impaired people between the ages of 16 and 35 (7 men and 14 women) received 
communication equipment. The project titled digital and accessibility inclusion for the blind project Nigeria 
was completed on 10th February 2022 with over 25 visually impaired people in attendance. The project 
targeted the increasing population of young blind people who lack access to modern information 
communication devices. Project activities were well covered by both online and print media in Imo State. 
 
Beneficiaries have started to put the equipment to good use to connect with other members of the 
association and receive information from schools. There are immediate positive outcomes from the 
beneficiaries as the items exposed them to the new world of IT Communication. The project assisted the 
beneficiaries in coping with their education using modern communication methods, and it will help to 
increase the enrollment of beneficiaries in both secondary and tertiary education. Some of the beneficiaries 
have been calling to express their gratitude as they can now perform tasks which they could not do before. 
 
Testimony: “The management and Board of Directors of Kenneth Ulo Foundation wish to express our 
profound happiness with the entire International Blind Football Foundation for finding us worthy to receive 
an IT programme grant. We felt elevated for the honor done to our foundation and the community of 
persons with blindness in Imo/Ebonyi states in Nigeria. Honestly speaking, it was eye opening and a great 
experience working with the IBF Foundation Team. The meticulousness and high touch of excellence with 
which they carried out every stage of the grant implementation have greatly changed our approach to 
budget activities and feedback going forward. It was a wonderful learning process and underlined the need 
for unmatched accountability when implementing and handling funding from donor agencies.  They have 
also helped us to restructure and retrain our staff on high performance, evaluation and outcomes based on 
compliance.”  
 
“We are equally getting positive feedback from the beneficiaries of the project. One of the key impacts to 
them was that it exposed them to the digital world and made the world a global village for 
them.  Communication is vital to the persons with blindness and any project in that regard is a turning 
point in their lives.”, Kenneth Ulo Foundation. 
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Personal testimony: "I am grateful for the provision of this gadget as it has given me the opportunity to 
own a phone and have access to make calls, go on the internet, play and listen to music and a whole lot 
more. It has been a great assistance in my university entrance examination preparation because it aids my 
browsing and reading. It has become my major companion. It has given me a sense of belonging and 
increased my levels of independence.", Felicia Njoko. 
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3-7. Nigeria - Bina Foundation 
 
【Background】 
Bina Foundation for People with Special Needs is a not-for-profit charitable organization based in Enugu, 
Nigeria, and dedicated to providing free medical screening and treatment, nutritional, educational, financial, 
emotional, and psychological support to people with special needs. It was founded in 2010 with a focus on 
promoting the wellness of people with special needs in some rural and semi-urban areas of the country. The 
driving force of the foundation is the aspiration to alleviate the marginalization and neglect suffered by people 
with special needs in the face of seeming government incapacity and/or nonchalance. 
 
Bina Foundation is involved in a wide range of programmes targeting various populations including the 
physically and mentally challenged, people who are blind or partially sighted, orphans and vulnerable children, 
widows and older people. The Bina Foundation blind football programme is one of the main activities of the 
organisation.  
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of three laptops, four mobile phones, one digital talking watch, five voice recorders and one 
headset. 
 
The goal of the project was to enable blind and partially sighted people to access modern communication 
technologies and bridge the gap between them and their sighted peers. The grant funding was invested in 
purchasing laptops and mobile phones, providing headsets to enable better use of the laptops, installing JAWS 
software to make them accessible, setting up the mobile phones for use and training beneficiaries in their 
use. Thirteen people with a visual impairment – ten women and three men between the ages of 25 and 48 - 
benefitted from the grant. 
 
The project enabled the foundation to positively affect the lives of some of the visually impaired in our society. 
It was successfully able to give these people assistive living devices and modern communication technology, 
an important tool to have in this digital age. It enhanced the independence, confidence, self-belonging, 
integration, empowerment and respect of the recipients who can now boldly display ability in disability by 
using these devices on their own with little or no assistance from their sighted counterparts. 
 
Testimony: “Thanks to the support from the IBF Foundation grant program, Bina Foundation is able to offer 
more services to the blind. There is more communication with the network of thousands of blind and 
partially sighted members in sports, schools, offices and businesses. The project is assisting the student 
beneficiaries in coping with their education using modern technology. They can now record their lectures, 
browse the internet for material for their projects, and also participate in online distance courses. The blind 
and partially sighted entrepreneurs in the network are using the IT equipment given to them to find 
business opportunities on-line. Those in the offices use the equipment for better productivity at work. 
There is better communication between the athletes and the foundation staff and trainers. Sending 
invitations to camps becomes easier. Generally, the IT equipment helps the beneficiaries in their integration 
in society, work, sports, education, and entrepreneurship.” 
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Personal testimony: “With the laptop computer given to me by IBF Foundation as part of their IT grant to 
Bina Foundation, I am able to assess information, key in data and analyse it on my own in my workplace. I 
can browse documents, search for information on-line and print out any needed documents. I can set 
questions for my students and also access a few on-line classes. The equipment, which has emboldened 
and empowered me, is simply an invaluable asset for me at my workplace. Thanks to the IBF Foundation.” 
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3-8. Uganda - Uganda Blind Sports Association 
 
【Background】 
The Uganda Blind Sports Association (UBSA) is a national organisation charged with sports for people with 
visual impairments. It is affiliated to and a member of Uganda Paralympic Committee. While it is focused on 
blind and visually impaired persons, it also works with people living with albinism and individuals in the deaf-
blind categories. 
 
To overcome funding scarcity, UBSA has organised community fundraising events and social media fundraising 
campaigns. Further, to fulfil the need for equipment, the organisation has adapted to use locally made 
equipment to be able to practise sports such as goalball, athletics and showdown. UBSA also delivers clinics 
and workshops in different regions of the country aimed at training officials, technical personnel and 
administrators.  
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of a laptop and software, a printer, a TV, a webcam, a camera, a projector and a router. 
 
UBSA applied for the grant to implement a project called “Digitalizing Visually Impaired People” to buy 
information technology (IT) equipment and supplies for visually impaired persons to access and help UBSA 
improve its communications and productive capacity in order to enhance support for blind and partially 
sighted people. The equipment was set up and distributed to the beneficiaries, who received training 
on its use, and UBSA continues to monitor usage.  
 
Twenty people - twelve male and eight female - from 12 years on directly benefited from the project, 
while there are additional indirect beneficiaries who also might use the equipment such as guides, 
teachers, coaches, family members and so many others who are not visually impaired. 
 
The project has had a significant impact on the association and its members, including in the following 
ways: 
 
- a number of people with visual impairment now have access to attend and listen to on-line classes with the 
laptop and video conferencing technology purchased. It is used both on an individual basis and in group 
settings. 
- improved office operations as UBSA can now print and share its documents in-house and in a secure way 
with the printer acquired. 
- reduction in operating costs associated with stationary services from printing, scanning and other stationary 
services. This ultimately reduces dependence on other people’s equipment to execute particular tasks.  
- more people with visual impairments are trained in software installation and connection using the new 
devices.  
- increased information storage and record keeping  
- timely and more efficient operations in that everything is done in a short time.  
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Personal testimony: “I thank the International Blind Football Foundation for supporting our organization 
with ICT equipment. As one of the selected beneficiaries of this project, I have been able to acquire a laptop 
that I am now using to do lots of work that is computer related. I am a student at Makerere University 
pursuing a degree in education and I am in my final year. The device I have acquired will help me in finalizing 
my internship report and dedication that I would not personally do on my own because I didn’t have a 
computer to use instead or hire someone to do it for me under my direction. I can now attend on-line 
lectures without sharing or going to a friend’s place, do my research and studying over the internet. More 
so, have some fun and relaxation using the machine to listen to music and audio books.”, Masisa Fred. 
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3-9. Uzbekistan - Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan 
 
【Background】 
The Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan is a nationwide organisation of people with visual impairment. It is 
comprised of 14 regional and 8 district departments. It is the only member of the World Blind Union 
representing the Republic of Uzbekistan and is also a member of the Asian Blind Union. 
 
The aim of the project was to create conditions for integration and equal opportunities for persons with visual 
disabilities by opening a videoconference centre for the exchange of experiences. 
 
The indirect beneficiaries of the project are the 66 782 people with visual impairment in the country (28 495 
women and 38 287 men, of whom 1 045 are aged from 16-17 years, 6 939 are aged 18-30, 34 791 are between 
the ages of 30 and 50, and 24 007 are over 50 years old. 
 
The protection of persons with disabilities is one of the main tasks of the development of the country. The 
most important aspect in the formation of the national system of social protection of the population is the 
study of the international experience of foreign countries and its implementation in our country. 
 
The Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan recognised the need to participate in virtual international conferences, 
seminars and other gatherings to exchange experiences and learn from others. However, the equipment 
previously available to it did not allow active participation in all events. 
 
【Activities】 
 
- purchase of a camera, a wireless microphone and a monitor. 
 
This equipment enables the society to: 
 
- hold an online meeting once a month to develop the activities of the Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan and 
protect the rights of people with visual disabilities. 
- organize monthly on-line video conferences with the participation of representatives of ministries and 
departments on the formation of a system of social protection for people with visual impairment. 
- participate monthly in international meetings of the World Blind Union. 
- create conditions for young blind people studying in higher educational institutions of our country to 
participate in various international conferences. 
 
Thanks to the support of the IBF Foundation, the Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan has gained wide access 
to participate in all conferences and will also create conditions for people with disabilities who, at any 
convenient time, can participate in various meetings and conferences using this equipment. 
 
In April and May 2022, the Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan, with the help of equipment purchased, held 
several video conferences on, among others, social and medical care for persons with disabilities, equal 
participation in elections and employment for persons with disabilities through public procurement. 
 
During the implementation of this project, the activity of the Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan in participation 
in the formation of state policy, as well as in the formation of mechanisms for the provision of social assistance 
to persons with disabilities, has significantly increased. 
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In addition, the Society of the Blind of Uzbekistan began to participate in many projects from international 
organizations and institutions, which made it possible to attract funds from international organizations to 
solve problems of labour vocational rehabilitation of people with visual disabilities.” 
 
Personal testimony: “This year, with financial assistance from IBF Foundation, we are implementing a 
project to create conditions for integration and equal opportunities for people with visual impairments by 
opening a videoconferencing center for the exchange of experiences and, in a short time, to provide 
assistance to persons with visual impairments and solve existing problems to improve their quality of life.”, 
Shavkat Yarmukhamedov. 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
IBF Foundation grant team 
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