
 
 

 

 
IICF’s Second UK Charity Ball Raises over £100,000 
Annual industry event demonstrates the industry’s strong spirit of giving 

 
London (May 15, 2017) – The Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF), a charity 
which combines the collective strengths of the insurance industry to improve local communities, 
held its second annual Charity Ball raising over £100,000 for charity. 
 
The event, held in the beautiful surroundings of LSO St. Luke’s in the City of London on May 4th, 
2017, celebrated the industry’s contribution to the community. The event also raised valuable 
funds for future grants that reflect the IICF’s focus on social mobility and education in order to 
help people excel at school, enter employment and make a new start in life. 
 
IICF extends a special thanks to sponsors CNA Hardy, XL Catlin, Generali, KPMG, Applied 
Systems and Slipcase for their generous support of this special event. 
 
Speakers representing the industry included Dr Michael Hastings CBE: Lord Hastings of 
Scarisbrick CBE, who shared his years of experience in corporate responsibility and 
highlighted the importance of literacy for society’s future and well-being.  
 
Rob Forkan, a second guest speaker and survivor of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, told the 
story of how he and his brother Paul established Gandy’s Flipflops and the Orphans for 
Orphans foundation as a tribute to his parents lost in the disaster. Aligning closely with the 
IICF’s goals, the Foundation aids underprivileged children with education, medication and 
nutrition.  Rob emphasised the importance of giving back, even if you can’t see the lives you 
change. 
 
More than 200 professionals from across the insurance industry attended the event as well as 
recipients of IICF grants. Ariyo Julien-Charles, an ambassador of Key4Life, a charity tackling 
the root causes and not just the symptoms of re-offending. shared his success story of how the 
charity enabled him to re-enter the workplace with newfound skills and confidence.  
 
With the help of celebrity auctioneer Jonty Hearnden, and several companies who contributed 
prizes, the auction raised £20,000, which will allow IICF and the industry to help others like Ariyo 
.  
 
 
Wendy Wilder, Executive Director of the IICF UK, commented: “Insurance companies often 
have a mixed reputation in the community and their on-going charitable contributions to society 
often go unnoticed.  We hope that this event and the funds raised underscore our aim of 
enhancing and promoting the integrity and reputation of the industry through collective 
leadership, grant making and volunteering.”  
 
 

About the Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF) 

The Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation (IICF) is a unique nonprofit that unites the 
collective strengths of the Insurance Industry to help communities and enrich lives through 
grants, volunteer service and leadership.  Established in 1994, IICF has contributed over £19 



 
 

 

million in community grants and more than 240,000 volunteer hours to nonprofit organisations in 
the UK and United States. IICF UK provides grants in areas of education and social mobility, 
and is a registered charity in England and Wales (no. 1163896). 

To learn more, please contact Wendy Wilder, Executive Director, IICF UK at wwilder@iicf.com, 
visit www.iicf.org.uk  or follow us @IICF_UK. 
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