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An Oath with Tomodachi
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We will mark the 10th anniversary of the Great East
Japan Earthquake on March 11. I would like to pray for
the souls of those who were victimized in the disaster and
hope for further reconstruction of the devastated areas.
To mark the anniversary, we will exhibit about 30
pictures selected from more than 2000 pictures depicting
rare scenes at devastated areas of the quake. Those
pictures were kept as internal records of relief activities
by the Self-Defense Forces, the U.S. Forces in Japan and people who suffered
great loss in disaster-stricken areas of Kesennuma, Miyagi Prefecture.
Through this exhibition, we would like to show our gratitude to those who
joined the relief activities and to inform more people the importance of
preparation for disasters in hope of saving people’s lives in major disasters in
the future.
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Bruce Osborn / Foreign Correspondences’ Club Exhibition Committee Chair

It has been 10 years since Tohoku was devastated by the most powerful earthquake ever
recorded in Japan. Anyone here at that time cannot forget the horror and shock as we watched
the tragedy unfold during the live coverage. Everything came to a screeching halt as the
nation turned towards Tohoku. Collectively, we were drawn together by our compassion for
the families who lost everything that day. Afterwards, there was a huge outpouring of sup-
port from both within Japan and countries throughout the world. In memory of the 3.11
Earthquake and Tsunami, FCCJ’s exhibition looks at the cooperation between the Japan
Self-Defense Forces and the United States Forces Japan in the relief efforts. Together, they
provided much needed aid and support immediately following disaster. I hope recalling the
determination of the people to rebuild their communities, it will give us strength as we face
COVID-19 pandemic.
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We would like to express our deep gratitude for holding this Photo Exhibition, “Tomodachi
no chikai (My Friend’s Oath)” with The National Disaster Reconstruction Support Group
(NPO).
After the Great East Japan Earthquake, the U.S .government sent the U.S .forces in Japan
to rescue the disaster victims in each disaster-stricken areas. It was called “Operation Tomo-
dachi”

When “Oshima” (an island in Kesennuma bay) isolated due to the damage of the tsunami,
the U.S. Marine Corps did the restoration works, such as debris removal and water supply
for supporting the disaster victims. Many of local residents who suffered from the damage
of the tsunami received a great deal of warm support and encouragement from the U.S.
Marine Corps. They have had a relationship between Kesennuma and Okinawa through the
trips and music.

10year after the Great East Japan Earthquake, we are concerned that the memories and
lessons from it would fade away. However, we sincerely appreciate the supports from the
U.S. military. Also, we strongly feel the importance of friendship between Japan and the US
through the Photo Exhibition.
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As we hold the An Oath with Tomodachi Photo Exhibition, I am reminded of the many ir-
replaceable lives that were lost in the Great East Japan Earthquake, and I can’t help but feel
sorrow for those who lost their beloved families, relatives, and friends. Once again, I pray
for the repose of their souls. I would also like to express my deepest respect to all those who
bravely faced the unprecedented damage caused by the earthquake and devoted themselves
day and night to relief efforts.

In particular, we saw the U.S. armed forces rushing to Japan to the rescue at a scale never
seen or heard before. Lots and lots of people from all corners of the U.S. extended the hand
of assistance to the children in the disaster areas. We will never forget the “Tomodachi” who
stood by the victims.

Ten years have passed since the disaster, and steady progress has been made in the recon-
struction and rehabilitation of the affected areas. As the government of Japan, we will con-
tinue to do our utmost to rebuild the lives of the people affected by the disaster, and once
again pledge to build a nation that is resilient to disasters.

It is my sincere hope that this exhibition will bring the scenes of “Operation Tomodachi” to
the attention of many people, and that it will serve as a reminder of the importance of daily
disaster preparedness and the strong ties between Japan and the United States.
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Ten years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake. I would like to offer my deepest
condolences to those who lost their lives and their families, and extend my heartfelt sympathies to
all those who have been affected by the disaster.

Ten years ago, while Japan was suffering from the unprecedented damage caused by the earthquake
and tsunami, we received a great deal of support from many countries. The U.S., as the alliance
partner, deployed a large military contingent, and in close coordination with the Self-Defense Forc-
es, conducted a wide range of relief activities on an unprecedented scale, including search and
rescue, transportation of supplies, restoration of Sendai Airport, cleaning of schools, removal of
debris in Kesennuma Oshima Island, and an intensive search of the missing persons in bilateral
efforts.

These activities, which are now deeply etched in the memories of Japanese people as “Operation
Tomodachi,” contributed greatly to the recovery and reconstruction from the disaster. These activ-
ities demonstrated the bond of the Japan — U.S. Alliance, which had been developed over the years,
and the lessons learned have contributed significantly in further deepening the Japan-U.S. Alliance.
The image of America’s “ Tomodachi “ standing together in the face of the disaster. I strongly hope
that many people will be able to see these photos again through this exhibition, which will give us
an opportunity to further strengthen the bond of the Japan — U.S. Alliance, and that it will provide
a hope which supports the people who have been affected by the disaster and are still in a difficult
situation.
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Ten years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake claimed and impacted so many pre-
cious lives. To all those who lost their lives and their families, I extend my sincere condolences and
my heart goes out to all those who were impacted by this disaster.

After the Great East Japan Earthquake, we were blessed and encouraged by various acts of assis-
tance extended from around the world. Among these, “Operation Tomodachi” brought about many
heart-warming episodes. U.S. Forces Japan cleared rubble together with the Self-Defense Forces
and local residents. USFJ restored not just the large ports but even the smaller ones at Kesennuma
Oshima, to rebuild the livelihood of its residents. Local residents sent a message, “ARIGATO,” to
USFJ, written with Tsunami-swept pine trees near the shores of Sendai Airport, which was restored
thanks to the operation. This photo exhibit reminds us of these ties between Japan and the U.S. |
would like to convey my gratitude to all those involved in hosting this exhibit.

It is no understatement that “Operation Tomodachi”” demonstrated the strong ties between the Unit-
ed States and Japan, and the significance of the Japan-U.S. Alliance and USFJ to many Japanese
people. Today, the alliance serves as the cornerstone of Japan’s diplomacy and security and as the
foundation for peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region. As Minister for Foreign Affairs, |
will do my utmost to further strengthen the Japan-U.S. Alliance.
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Today, we gather to commemorate the 10-year anniversary of the devastating earthquake,
tsunami, and subsequent nuclear crisis that struck the Tohoku region on March 11, 2011.
We join the Japanese people in solemn remembrance of the nearly 19,000 lives lost in the
tragedy and offer our sincere condolences to their family, friends, and loved ones. In the
immediate aftermath, the world was inspired by the formidable spirit of the people of To-
hoku. Our admiration has only grown during the past decade, watching communities re-
build their homes, and livelihoods with resilience and determination.

On this anniversary, we should also remember the courage of the Japan Self-Defense Forc-
es and their devotion to the Japanese people under the most extreme circumstances. The
United States was honored to support and assist these brave men and women in providing
humanitarian relief during Operation TOMODACHI. The timely lifesaving aid our coun-
tries were able to provide together serves to highlight the critical importance of our Alliance
and of international cooperation. Even as we somberly remember those lost, I hope we will
honor their memory by building an ever stronger partnership between our two countries.
Joseph M. Young

Charge d’Affaires ad interim U.S. Embassy Tokyo
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We gather today to remember the terrible disasters that hit Japan ten years ago. On March
11, 2011, U.S. Forces stood alongside our closest ally and grieved the horrific loss and de-
struction inflicted on Japan by the earthquake and tsunami. A decade later, we pause to
honor the lives of our families and friends lost during these tragic events.

In midst of those dark days, we also witnessed the strength and resiliency of the U.S.-Japan
Alliance in the face of crisis. This collection of photographs from that time gives us a criti-
cally important opportunity to reflect, sending us back to the moments immediately follow-
ing the disaster. While we recall the pain and grief we all felt as we faced such unimag-
inable loss, we are also reminded of the exceptional strength of the Japanese people and of
the unbreakable bond between our nations in the face of adversity.

U.S. Forces stationed throughout Japan are proud members of our local communities and
we are grateful for the hospitality and friendship shown to us by the people of Japan. As we
remember the tragic events of March, 2011 we continue to pledge our commitment and
support to this important alliance and partnership. Now, as then, we stand strong together.
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It has been a decade since the Great East Japan Earthquake, which brought tremendous damage in To-
hoku, northeastern part of the main island of Japan, where is filled with rich nature. Once again, [ would
like to express my deepest condolences to those who lost their lives and all victims of the disaster, and
I also would like to show my profound respect for the efforts that many people have paid over the past
ten years in order to revitalize Tohoku.

The fact that many people still suffer from deep scars caused by the earthquake proves how brutal the
damage affected by the disaster was. However, in the time of such hardship, given warm helping hands
of domestic and international support turned out to be a beacon of hope for not only affected people
who struggled with the aftermath but also the Japan Self-Defense Forces.

In particular, the large-scale Japan-U.S. joint relief effort called “Operation Tomodachi” was the result
of day-to-day exertion of the two countries including Japan-U.S. bilateral training and exercises that
had been steadfastly accumulated over the years. Taking full advantage of the lessons learned from the
operation, the Japan-U.S. alliance have further deepened and developed itself with over 60 years of
history.

In order to enable prompt and appropriate response to any situation, including large-scale disasters,
under the severe security environment, the JSDF will continue to make efforts to strengthen the deter-
rence and response capabilities of the Japan-U.S. alliance, enhance and expand cooperation in a wide
range of fields, in addition to proactively further build up its defense capabilities on its own initiative.

In closing, I hope that this photo exhibition will be an excellent opportunity for many people to have
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our two nations’ “close bonds leading to the future” be etched in their minds.
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We will never forget that day... The photos reminded me of the days we worked tirelessly
to rescue, restore and revive our damaged land. The publication of these photos taken by the
US army, defence forces and the victims who suffered and fought against the disaster is an
honourable opportunity that I feel very grateful for.

I would like to appreciate the victims and the associated groups for organising and holding
this meaningful gallery to acknowledge the 10 year anniversary of the Great East Japan
Earthquake. The bond between Japan and the US to maintain peace and safety has led to
initiating Operation Tomodachi by the US army with the assistance of the Japanese Defence
Force. I believe these actions demonstrate the importance of the alliance between Japan and
the US, deepening the trust of our citizens.

We sincerely hope journalists around the world will broadcast this photo gallery to inform
the truth of the affected area, the perseverance to restore, and the emotional connections of
individuals supporting each other. As one of the victims, I will prioritize the reconstruction
of the affected area as my life’s mission and work towards it.

Chairperson, Party Organization and Campaign Headquarters
Member of the House of Representatives, Itsunori Onodera
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1. Members of the 320th Special Tactics Squadron arrive at
Sendai Airport, March 16, and begin to assess the dam-
age and what they can do to help.
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2. Sailors load food and humanitarian supplies aboard an-
HH-60H Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to the Black
Knights of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron 4 aboard
the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan March 17.
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A local Japanese woman
thanks a member of the
Fairfax County, Va., Task

@ Force 1 Urban Search

k and Rescue while he was
searching structures and
debris on March 17 in

B= Unosumai, Kamaishi, Iwate
Prefecture.
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&i&&iﬁ%ﬁ@ ) i P crew chief assigned to Marine

Medium Helicopter Squadron
(HMM) 265 is thanked by a
man at an evacuation center in
northern Japan after delivering
relief supplies on March 20.
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5.

Capt. Vieet Rajan, I1I Marine
Expeditionary Force, speaks
with survivors at a shelter
facility located inside
Watariha Elementary School,
Ishinomaki city, Miyagi
Prefecture, Japan, March 23.
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6.

U.S. service members,
members of the Japan Self-

. Defense Force and students
of Ishinomaki High School
work together to clean the
school during Operation Field
Day in Ishinomaki, Miyagi
Prefecture, March 30.
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7.

Sailors, Marines, airmen, and
civilians from Misawa Air
Base sift through and clear
debris in the tsunami-ravaged
village of Noda, Iwate
Prefecture, April 1.
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8.

Marines from Joint Task
Force Fuji, shovel debris into
a cart April 2. U.S. service
members and members

of the Japan Self-Defense
Force worked together to
clean the Minato Elementary
School in Ishinomaki,
Miyagi Prefecture, as part of
Operation Tomodachi.
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9. U.S. service members and member of the Japan Self-Defense Force
worked together to clean the Minato Elementary School in Ishinoma-
ki, Miyagi Prefecure, April 2 as part of Operation Tomodachi.
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10. A local woman carrying water bows in thanks to Marines with the com-
mand element, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, who are on the way to
assist with Operation Field Day on Oshima island in Kesennuma city,
Miyagi Prefecture, April 3. The operation is a debris-clearing and clean-

up project designed to open harbor access and area roads on the isolated
island.
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1.

Members of Ground Self-
Defense force and U.S.
military transport oil drums
in quake-stricken Ishinomaki,
Miyagi Prefecture, on March
23
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2.

Members of U.S. military and
Ground Self-Defense Force
work together to unload relief

. goods from a carrier on March
23.
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3.
s U.S. military members hand

4 relief goods to children at

quake-stricken Wataricho,
Miyagi Prefecture, on March
25.
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4.

Members of U.S. military and Self-
Defense Forces shake hand with local
residents at a primary school in Wataricho,
Miyagi Prefecture, after bringing them
relief goods on March 25.
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HERICIEE T 29 s iz
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- 5.

Members of U.S. military and Maritime
Self-Defense Force unload relief goods
provided by United States at Kesennuma
Port in Miyagi Prefecture on March 27.

BRI RUNEE RE & AR EEE O
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6.

Members of U.S. military band perform
at Aoba Middle School in Ishinomaki,
Miyagi Prefecture on April 2.
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7.

Members of U.S. military and Ground
Self-Defense forces remove rubbles

in quake-stricken Oshima island in
Kesennuma, Miyagi Prefecture, on April 6.
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8.

U.S. military members give
hands to a local resident

to make mochi rice cakes
at Okaido Primary School
in Ishinomaki, Miyagi
Prefecture, on April 14.

BT REHE/ N AR THEITD
Jik Lo & %9 BKE
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9.
Members of Self-Defense
Forces work together

— with their counterpart of

U.S. military to remove a
signboard at Nohiru Station
on JR Senseki Line on April
21 after the station was
damaged by tsunami. The
station was transferred to a
hill in 2015.
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BH/IHIZ> &, BREEHRZ LT
%o 20154, BRIZK VD L&ax
mE IR BNz,

(4 A 21 H. MAEREELR)

10.

Members of Self-Defense
Forces and U.S. military
remove rubbles along railway

£i 4 track at Rikuzenono Station

on JR Senseki Line in

. Higashi-Matsushima, Miyagi

Prefecture on April 24.
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It was my greatest honor to have been involved in the planning and response to the Great East Japan
Earthquake of March 11, 2011, as part of the relief efforts by U.S. forces subsequently named “Opera-
tion Tomodachi.” Having been in Japan 21 years at that point, [ was grateful to have been able to begin
to pay the country back for all the kindnesses accorded me during the previous two decades.

In this sense, Operation Tomodachi was for me truly an expression of friendship and not simply, or
even, because of our bilateral alliance. Yes, U.S. forces are forward deployed in Japan because of the
alliance, but our response was not due to the alliance. It was because of our friendship—hence the
name of the operation.

I served as the political advisor to the Forward Command Element of the U.S. Marines/U.S. Forces
Japan, located at Camp Sendai, in the Bilateral Coordination Action Team, one of the three established
(the other two being at Ichigaya and Yokota). Our small staff was embedded within the headquarters of
Northeastern Army, Japan Ground Self-Defense Forces, then headed by the late Lieutenant General
Eiji Kimizuka. Having known him for many years in a variety of capacities, it was a privilege to serve
under him and the men and women making up his staff, with whom many I had also previously worked.

After becoming the commanding general of Joint Task Force-Tohoku, LtGen Kimizuka’s staff grew
to include members of the other branches of the SDF and other agencies of the Japanese government.
They worked tirelessly, and with great dedication and professionalism. I was even more impressed
knowing that even though the hometowns of many of the soldiers making up Northeastern Army had
been destroyed or damaged in the disaster, as a large number of the personnel of the GSDF come from
the areas they serve in, they persevered in their work.

This was not the first time to have worked with the SDF during a disaster. Sixteen years before that,
I came into contact with the GSDF as a volunteer during the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake that
struck the Kobe area where [ was a graduate school student there. This was not only the start of my
relationship with the SDF but also the beginning of my academic and policy-related work on disaster
response and crisis management in Japan.

I credit much of the success of Operation Tomodachi to the SDF. I also applaud the people of the
Tohoku region in particular and the Japanese public and government as a whole for their dignity at that
time and capable handling of the many issues amid this complex disaster.

I have traveled to the Tohoku area approximately fifteen times since the disaster. I am constantly
amazed at the recovery of the towns and cities and the resilience of the people there. I am especially
proud of the children who experienced the disaster, many of whom the Marine Corps and I helped
through the Oshima Homestay Program initiated that spring.

It is incumbent of those of us here today to continue to help with both the recovery (fukko) as well
as the prevention of the fading away (fizka) of the lessons learned about the disaster.

Robert D. Eldridge, Ph.D.
Former Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff, Marine Corps Installations Pacific,
Camp Smedley D. Butler, Okinawa Pref., Japan

Representative, Oshima Children’s Fund
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About JDA:

The Japan Disaster Recovery Support |
(JDA) was set up by a few people in
prefectures of Shimane, Osaka and
Hiroshima ten years ago in order to
hold photo exhibitions featuring relief

activities and people’s efforts to support

people in the disaster-stricken areas 2 - » -
after the Great East Japan Earthquake. ‘:t;:* - b . PR
We held a total of 42 exhibitions at = "« .
various venues, including prefectural and municipal governments, department stores and cultural
facilities mainly in prefectures of Osaka, Fukuoka, Hiroshima, Ehime and other cities in western
Japan.
At each venue, local volunteer groups and local fire departments which had joined the relief
activities provided us with their photos of the activities so that local people could learn their efforts.
We have also put a donation box for the disaster-stricken area at the exhibition and have sent them
to Japanese Red Cross Society.

In March 2019, we were authorized as a non-profit organization and opened headquarters office
in Osaka. We have 31 members aged 22 to 90 who live in Tohoku to Kyushu and all of them work to
hold photo exhibitions in volunteer basis. The exhibitions in the past have been supported by more
than 500 people who voluntarily worked with us for free.

Members of the Tokyo Junior Chamber and some university students will also help us prepare for

the exhibition.
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