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The Historical Security Council 

Background Information 
Delegate, 
 
Welcome to the Historical Security Council of the Hong Kong Model United Nations 

Conference of 2017. This year, the Historical Committee will travel back in time to model 

the Security Council of both 1990 during the Gulf War, and 2001 following the crisis of the 

September 9 terrorist attacks. The repercussions of these respective events are still felt 

today, with these turbulent periods in history shaping the world we live in.  

 

The Historical Security Council (HSC), like the contemporary Security Council, is 

composed of fifteen countries at any given time, ten of which are elected by the General 

Assembly for two-year terms. These countries are labeled as non-permanent members, 

with the five permanent members (P5) being the USA, the UK, USSR, France and the 

People’s Republic of China, with these countries being vested with the Veto Power. In 

addition, there will be other nations joining the conference as observer states.  

 

Throughout the duration of the HKMUN 2017 Conference, delegates in the Historical 

Security Council will discuss the direct security situation resulting from the Iraqi invasion of 

Kuwait, with the committee set on 30 November 1990. The committee will then move 

forward in time to 28 September 2001, following the September 11 2001 terrorist attacks, 

another time symbolising great political uncertainty and fear that plays a key role in the 

deterioration of relationships between regions.  

 

Delegates are encouraged to start their research process for the two topics in advance, as 

the Chairs hope that the conference can run as expediently as possible. Delegates should 

also note that full Veto power over resolution will be in full effect throughout the conference 

during voting procedure of any and all resolutions. Detailed information regarding the 

proposed topics can be found in the following Chair Report, but it is important that this 

should be viewed as a broad exploration into the topic, and delegates should be aware 
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that a special emergency topic may be released during the conference and that they 

should be prepared for this.  

 

The Chairs wish all delegates the best of luck in preparing for the Conference and are 

keen for the fruitful debate that we are confident will ensue. We know that ‘travelling back 

in time’ presents its challenges, and we hope that all delegates will be able to act 

appropriately when engaging in debate concerning the two topics. Feel free to contact 

either one of us regarding any questions you may have in preparing for the conference. 

We hope to have a memorable and intellectually rigorous debate, but also with some fun!  

 

Charlotte Williams - charlotte16457@lfis.edu.hk  

Kartik Rajpal - kartik17@lpcuwc.edu.hk 

 

 

 

Best Wishes, 

HKMUN Board 2017 

hongkongmun@gmail.com  
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Committee: Historical Security Council  

Issue: First Gulf War: Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 

Name: Charlotte Williams 

 

 
Introduction 

Over recent years, Iraq has experienced much contention with its geographical           

neighbour, Kuwait, and there has been recent tension over border claims. After the end of               

the Iran-Iraq war (1980 - 1988), disputes over oil policy heightened this tension and led to                

an Iraqi invasion of Kuwait on August 2 1990 after the failed Jeddah Talks. The United                

Nations has been an important link in the monitoring of relations, and on November 29               

1990 it issued an ultimatum authorising the coalition to use any means necessary to force               

Iraq from Kuwait if it did not withdraw before January 15 1991. For the purposes of debate                 

and discussion, the Historical Security Council, for this topic, will be taking place on 30               

November 1990, shortly after the invasion of Kuwait and initial UN involvement. This             

should give the committee freedom to find solutions when tackling the Iraqi invasion of              

Kuwait and to determine the role that the United Nations should play in tackling the issue                

at hand.  

 

Key Terms 

Operation Desert Shield This was the US codename for the Gulf War (beginning 

August 2 1990) including operations leading up to the buildup 

of troops and defence of Saudi Arabia. 

Persian Gulf War / First 

Iraq War / ‘The Mother of 

All Battles’ / Liberation of 

Kuwait / La Guerre du 

Golfe 

Common names also used to refer to the First Gulf War 
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Iran-Iraq War An armed conflict between Iran and Iraq lasting from 

September 1980 - August 1988 following Iraq’s invasion of 

Iran following a history of border disputes, and was motivated 

by firs that the Iranian Revolution of 1979 would inspire 

insurgency among Iraq’s Shi’ite majority, as well as Iraq’s 

desire to replace Iran as the dominant Persian Gulf State. 

Saddam Hussein  Fifth President of Iraq, serving from 16 July 1979 

Baathist Party Political party in Iraq ruled by Saddam Hussein in Iraq  

 
 

Background Information 
Long-Term Causes: Foreign Relations of Iraq 

During the Cold War, Iraq had been closely allied to the Soviet Union which 

undoubtedly meant there was friction between Iraq and the United States. During Iraq’s 

invasion of Iran, the US remained neutral though provided some non-military resources to 

Iraq. Iraq was later removed from the US list of Sponsors of Terrorism, and it is 

subsequently suggested that the reason for this was to support Iraqi victory in Iran.  
 
Long-Term Causes: the Baathist party and Saddam Hussein’s Rise to Power 

Iraqi Baathist Party 

The Arab Socialist Baath party was founded in the 1940s, with the word Baath 

meaning renaissance  in Arabic. The party’s ideology is pan-Arab, secular nationalism (i.e 

encourages the political unification of Arab states and wishes to be free from religious 

belief) 

Iraq has a long history of political friction, with the divided region hosting an array of 

political ideologies. With the Kurds in the North, Sunni Muslims in the centre and Shia in 

the South, the struggle for consistent leadership has troubled Iraq over the years.  

The Iraqi Baath party was founded in 1951 and had only 500 members three years 

later, with Saddam Hussein joining in 1956. The party came to power in 1963 following a 

coup which was supported by the Iraqi Army. Such power did not last long and within 

 
HISTORICAL SECURITY COUNCIL CHAIR REPORT — 5 



HONG KONG MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2017 

months, power had been seized by an internal opponent. After being elected assistant 

general secretary of the party in 1966, a successful coup was led in 1968 and Saddam 

Hussein, with the guidance of General Ahmad Hassan al-Bakr came the dominant forces 

in the party and country.  

 

Saddam Hussein; a brief background 

Saddam Hussein was born in a small village in 1937. In 1963 he was involved in a 

plot to kill the prime minister but the conspiracy was discovered and he fled the country. In 

1963, with the Baath party in control, he returned home. Within months, the party had 

been overthrown and Saddam was jailed, remaining there until the party returned to power 

in a coup in July 1968. He was able to attain a position on the ruling Revolutionary 

Command Council , acting as the power behind the president Ahmed Hassan Bakr. 

In 1979, Saddam became head of state and immediately began with the purging of 

his rivals and enemies. He began creating a totalitarian state, arguing that, ‘nothing else 

could have kept such as vast and diverse nation.’ (BBC) This rise to power has aided in 

shaping the dictator we see and with his violent actions such as the use of chemical 

weapons, one may be able to better understand the man behind the invasion of Kuwait. 
 
Long-Term Causes: the Iran-Iraq War 

Prior to World War One, under the Anglo-Ottoman Convention of 1913, Kuwait was 

considered to be an autonomous caza within Ottoman Iraq, but following the war, Kuwait 

fell under British rule and later became an independent emirate. Iraqi officials at the time 

did not accept the legitimacy of Kuwaiti independence or the authority of the Kuwaiti Emir 

and did not acknowledge Kuwait’s right to be an independent nation and in the 1960s, the 

United Kingdom deployed troops to Kuwait to deter an Iraqi annexation. In 1922, the 

United Kingdom drew the border between the two countries which rendered Iraq virtually 

landlocked: another source of contention between the two nations.  

In 1980, Saddam saw an opportunity to put Iraq at the forefront of the Arab world, 

ordering a surprise cross-border attack on Iran. It was meant to be a swift operation to 

capture the Shatt al-Arab waterway leading to the Gulf, yet stronger resistance than 

anticipated was encountered.  
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Throughout the duration of the Iraq-Iran War which lasted from September 1980 - 

August 1988, Kuwait realised that without the financial aid and support, the war could 

continue indefinitely, hence they lent a total of $14 billion to the Iraqi Army from 1982. 

Their financial aid led to direct hostility from Iran, who targeted Kuwaiti oil tankers in 1984 

and fired weapons at Kuwaiti security personnel in 1988. After the war ended, the friendly 

relations between Iraq and Kuwait began to worsen, with Iraq heavily indebted to Saudi 

Arabia and Kuwait. Iraq pressured both nations to forgive the debts, but they refused. Iraq 

hoped to repay its debts by raising the price of oil through OPEC oil production cuts (War 

Memorial), but instead, Kuwait increased production, thus leading to lower prices in an 

attempt to attain a solution to the border dispute that they desired. This led to a slump in 

the oil prices which rendered Iraq incapable not only of repaying debt but also rebuilding 

its damaged infrastructure and economy. As a result of the war, Kuwait had been illegally 

driving for oil into Iraqi reserves and had built military outposts on Iraqi soil which 

antagonised Iraq.  

Furthermore, Iraq claimed it hoped to act as a buffer against Iran and that Kuwait, 

and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) should cancel the aforementioned war debts. 

‘Hussein’s primary two-fold justification blended the assertion of Kuwaiti territory being an 

Iraqi province arbitrarily cut off by imperialism, and the use of annexation as retaliation for 

"economic warfare" Kuwait had waged through slant drilling into Iraq’s oil supplies while 

under Iraqi protection.’ After the war ended, Iraq was rendered financially incapable to 

repay the money that it has borrowed, and requested that Kuwait forgive the debt. 

(Cooper) Kuwait refused this, and despite meetings being held between the respective 

leaders, the strained relations continued.  
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Figure 1. Geography of Kuwait/Arabian Peninsula 

(Justrememberthepast.com) 

 

Immediate Issue: Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait 

Iraqi president, Saddam Hussein described the invasion as ‘justified through calls to Arab 

nationalism.’ (War Memorial) and as necessary on the way to greater Arab Union, hence 

presenting himself as the sole Arab statesman willing to stand up to Israel and the US. On 

the 2 August, 1990 Iraq began their invasion, bombing Kuwait and soon sending ground 

forces into the country. Iraq’s military forces were the fourth largest army in the world at 

the time, with Kuwait’s army totalling approximately 160,000.  

 

Timeline of Events 
Adapted from BBC Timeline: War in the Gulf  
1960s  A coup d’état occurred in Iraq and the Baathist         

political party took power  

1979 July 16 Saddam Hussein, a leading Baathist political,      

becomes President of Iraq 
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1980 - 1988  Iran-Iraq War 

1990 May 28-30 Saddam Hussein says oil overproduction by      

Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates is       

‘economic warfare’ against Iraq 

 July 15 - 17 Iraq accuses Kuwait of stealing oil from the        

Rumaylah oil field on the Iraq-Kuwait border and        

warns of military action. He orders his elite        

Republican guards to the border of Kuwait. 

 July 22 Iraq begins a military buildup, and on the 23 the          

CIA reports the movement of troops to the        

border, with the US naval fleet in the Persian         

Gulf placed on alert.  

 July 31 Talks begin between Iraq and Kuwait in Jeddah        

(KSA). At the talks, Iraq demands $10 billion to         

cover lost oil revenue, with Kuwait offering $9        

billion -- Iraq responds by ordering the invasion.  

 August 2 Iraq invades Kuwait with an army of 10,000 men         

and 200 tanks. At the time, Iraq has the fourth          

largest standing army in the world of almost        

1,000,000 standing soldiers. The Kuwaiti royal      

family takes refuge in Saudi Arabia 

 August 3 - 4 By August 4, most resistance had ended within        

Kuwait, and most of the Kuwaiti military had        

been overrun by the Iraqi Republican Guard or        

escaped to countries such as Saudi Arabia.  

 August 6 The United Nations Security Council demands      

an ‘immediate and unconditional withdrawal of      

Iraqi troops and orders a trade boycott 
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 August 7 The US launches Operation Desert Shield,      

American troops are sent to Saudi Arabia. 

 August 8 Baghdad announces Kuwait is now part of Iraq. 

 August 9 Iraq closes its borders. 

 August 10 The Arab League meets in Cairo and votes by a          

narrow margin to send Egyptian, Syrian and       

Moroccan troops to join the Western troops. 

 August 12 Saddam called for Israel to withdraw from       

occupied territories and for Syria to withdraw       

from Lebanon, a replacement of US troops       

mobilised in the KSA.  

 August 15 Iran and Iraq reopen diplomatic relations after       

Iraq proposes peace talks. 

 August 18 Iraq says the nationals of "hostile countries" still        

in Kuwait will be held as "guests" at strategic         

sites in Kuwait. 

 August 25 The UN Security Council authorises the use of        

force to make the trade boycott work. 

 October 17  Western troops in the Gulf number 200,000 US        

troops, 15,000 UK troops and 11,000 French       

troops. 
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 November 29 The UN Security Council says Iraq must       

voluntarily withdraw from Kuwait by 15 January       

1991. It authorises "all necessary means" to       

force Iraq out if it does not comply. Baghdad         

rejects the "ultimatum". In his report the BBC's        

Brian Hanrahan says: "President Bush is under       

pressure not to be hasty." 

 
Key Parties Involved 

Iraq The aggressor nation, escalating tension after their 

invasion of Kuwait 

Kuwait Nation invaded by Iraq due to the aforementioned 

reasons.  

United States of 

America 

Key player in attempting to coordinate peace in the 

area, working closely with the United Nations. Plays a 

considerable role in protecting Saudi Arabia and key 

Kuwaiti figures.  

United Nations  The Security Council called for Iraq to withdraw and 

embargoed most trade with Iraq. On August 7, US 

troops moved into Saudi Arabia to protect Saudi oil 

fields.  

Saudi Arabia  In 1989, a pact of non-interference and 

non-aggression was signed between the countries, yet 

Saudi-backed development projects were hampered 

by Iraq’s large debts.  

United Kingdom Close ally to the United States, fairly strong military 

power.  
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Egypt Iraq’s relations with Egypt were degraded through the 

increasing violence in Iraq against expatriate groups. 

During July 23, talks between Iraq’s rival, Syria and 

Egypt were beginning which led Saddam to believe 

that an anti-Iraq conspiracy was developing.  

France Not in support of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, and 

believes that Iraq could play a fundamental role in 

settling other regional disputes.  

Notable allies include; Belgium, Germany, Spain, Italy, 

Algeria and Morocco.  

 
United Nations Involvement 
Between 2 August - 29 November 1990, there were 11 resolutions passed concerning 

Iraq-Kuwait. These resolutions can all be accessed online and may be useful when 

considering potential solutions to the situation. A few key points of these resolutions are 

listed below to allow you to understand some of the actions that have already been 

implemented in the area.  

- Resolution 660 (2 August 1990): Demanding of Iraq’s immediate withdrawal  

- Resolution 661 (6 August 1990): Concerned regarding the loss of human life and 

material destruction and that Resolution 660 has not been implemented (despite 

Kuwait’s readiness to cooperate). Decides that all States shall prevent importing to 

and exports from the region. Also decides to establish a Committee of the SC to 

oversee all action concerning the invasion. 

- Resolution 662 (9 August 1990): Calls again for Iraq to withdraw, end Kuwaiti 

occupation and restore the government there and calls for States to not recognise 

the annexation 

- Resolution 664 (18 August 1990): Welcomes the Secretary-General’s efforts to 

pursue consultations with the Iraqi Government, continues to demand the removal 

of Iraq from Kuwait  
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- Resolution 665 (25 August 1990): Greatly alarmed at Iraq’s refusal to comply with 

the previous resolutions and leave Kuwait, encourages all maritime shipping to 

members stopped, member states to co-operate and provide assistance needed 

- Resolution 666 (13 September 1990): Reiterates that responsibility of the invasion 

rests on Iraq, will respond accordingly to any humanitarian needs from Iraq or 

Kuwait concerning foodstuffs and medicine and such delivery 

- Resolution 667 (16 September 1990): Considers the decision of Iraq to order the 

closure of diplomatic and consular missions in Kuwait (contrary to the conventions 

below), outraged by their recent diplomatic violations and condemns such 

aggressive acts perpetrated by Iraq  

- Resolution 669 (24 September 1990): Entrusts the Security Council Committee 

established with the task of examining requests for assistance and making 

recommendations to the President of the Security Council  

- Resolution 670 (25 September 1990): Notes the Iraqi attempts to evade the 

measures laid down in previous resolutions, states deny permission to aircraft 

destined to land in Iraq or Kuwait, detaining of ships of Iraqi registry in violation of 

resolution 661  

- Resolution 674 (29 October 1990): Stresses the need for immediate withdrawal of 

Iraqi forces and restoration of sovereignty and condemning Iraqi actions,  

- Resolution 678 (29 November 1990): Relates primarily to previous clauses and 

resolutions, authorises Member States to use all necessary meant to uphold and 

implement resolution 660 to restore International peace and security in the area. 

This resolution gives Iraq until 15 January 1991 to withdraw from Kuwait. 

 

Other resolutions/conventions to look over: Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations 

(1961) and the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (1963) to both of which Iraq is a 

party, Charter of the United Nations (very long I know but perhaps familiarise yourself with 

key clauses if time permits).  
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Potential Solutions to Consider 
When writing resolutions, it’s important to not only tackle the issue at hand but implement 

preventative measures in anticipation of future problems/conflict that may be encountered. 

Below are some questions/points to consider.  
- What is the role that different UN powers should play in the conflict (economic 

sanctions/military involvement)?  

- What potential repercussions could stem from any action taken in the area? Could other 

countries potentially be dragged into war?  

- What are the humanitarian crises that need to be taken into consideration during this 

time?  

- How can the effects of the taking of Kuwaiti property and forcing of Kuwaitis to leave the 

country be addressed?  

- Why have previous resolutions been unsuccessful? What measures can be taken to 

effectively end violence in the area and ensure that resolutions are effective and 

decisive?  

- Can the major points of previous resolutions be reiterated in a final resolution to tackle 

the issue?  

- What are the potential economic consequences of conflict? (hint: higher oil prices and a 

damaged world economy)  

- Could the potential extensive costs of the conflict lead to future tension?  
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Further Reading 

Please refer to this website:  http://www.un.org/Docs/scres/1990/scres90.htm for the 

resolutions in full.  

 

https://treaties.un.org/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUMAyiI0TPA (you probably don’t have that much free 

time) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fsVu3ulW7E  
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Committee: Historical Security Council  

Issue: September 11 Attacks 

Name: Kartik Rajpal 

 
 
Introduction 
The September 11 attacks refer to the four coordinated attacks on the United States on               

September 11 2001. The attacks, accredited to terrorist organisation al-Qaeda, resulted in            

the death of 2800-3000 individuals in total and were a landmark event in US security. The                

attacks were a result of four hijacked aircrafts, two crashed into the World Trade Centre               

complex in New York City, one crashed into the US department of Defence headquarters,              

and one crashed in a field after struggle from the onboard passengers.  

 

Key Terms 

Terrorist Attack  Not defined by the UN. Commonly defined as an attack or 

threat of violence against civilians in order to obtain a political, 

religious or ideological goal . The September 11 attacks were 

deemed to be terrorist attacks by various parties. 

Al-Qaeda  Sunni extremist group co-founded by Osama Bin Laden prime 

suspect for the September 11 attacks  

 

 

Background Information 

The attacks were the deadliest terror attacks in US history since 1970, claiming more lives               

than all other terrorist attacks in the same time frame. The unique nature of 9/11 starts                

from the mere fact that it was the only attack of its kind where hijacked planes have been                  

used to crash into buildings, with it also being the first instance of suicide bombings on US                 

soil. The impact of the event however extends far beyond simply the United States.  
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Being the single most deadly attack since the Rwandan Genocide, the attack symbolised             

and foreshadowed rocky relations between the Arab world and the United States. It further              

acted as a catalyst in security reforms, including those at airports, treatment of terrorists              

and US foreign intervention. Finally, the attacks brought Osama Bin Laden to fame as the               

man responsible for the attacks, hypothetically at the time.  

 

Al-Qaeda is an Islamic militant organisation founded by Osama Bin Laden and other             

individuals who fought against the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. They rose to fame             

primarily as a result of the September 11 attacks. They are Sunni extremists who view               

other branches of Islam to be equivalent to heretics. They have been labeled as terrorists/ 

 

Timeline of Events 

2001 September 11 Four planes crash into the three locations of the 

crashes 

8:19 am: first signs of hijacking after flight 

attendants notify ground staff. 

8:46 am: Flight 11 of American Airlines crashes into 

the North Tower of the World Trade Center 

9:03 am: United Airlines Flight 175 crashes into the 

South Tower of the World Trade Center  

9:31 am: President of the United States, George 

Bush refers to the attacks as an apparent terrorist 

attack.  

9:37 am: Flight 77 crashes into the Pentagon  

9:42 am: all flights in the US instructed to ground  

10:07 am: Flight 93 crashes into a field after 

passengers and crew overpower the hijackers  
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 September 11 - 15 US government forms a list of all 19 hijackers, all 

identified as having Arab origins. 

Us government links two hijackers to the al-Qaeda  

Attacks seen as coordinated  

 September 12  UN SC passed Resolution 1368 unanimously 

 September 27  US government releases list of hijackers to the        

public, including information such as names and       

possible nationalities.  

 September 28  Day of conference  

 

Key Parties Involved/Responses  

United States  The US discovered the identities of all 19 hijackers         

within days, and linked them to the al-Qaeda. The         

government suspected Bin Laden’s link to the attacks        

on the day of the attacks through tracing emails,         

phone calls, and bank transfers. 

Afghanistan The Taliban leaders of Afghanistan condemned the       

attack. However, they had granted asylum to Osama        

Bin Laden and refused to acknowledge that he was         

behind the attacks. 

Iraq Despite initially justifying the attacks due to American        

action against the Muslim world, Saddam Hussein       

eventually became the last Arab leader to eventually        

condemn the attacks. However, on the date of this         

conference, Iraq still had not condemned the attacks,        

but rather showed support. 
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Osama Bin Laden  Despite initially denying any involvement of the        

al-Qaeda in the attacks, over time Bin Laden did admit          

to his part in the attacks. At the date of the conference            

Osama Bin Laden had not yet claimed responsibility. 

Arab Nations All leaders including Musharraf, Mubarak, Gaddafi,      
and Assad did condemn the attacks. Other nations        
offered varying levels of support ranging from help with         
tracking organizers such as in Pakistan, to the        
symbolic protests in Iran. 

 

United Nations Involvement  
The initial UN security council sessions following the attacks resulted in two resolutions,             

1368 and 1373, both of which were passed unanimously. The former condemned the             

attacks, urged corporation amongst nations, and expressed readiness to combat terrorism.           

The latter, on the other hand, was adopted under chapter VII on the UN charter and was                 

hence binding to all member states. The resolution looked into sharing intelligence, vetting             

refugees, adjusting national laws and recalled previous provisions on terrorism. A Counter            

Terrorist Committee was also set up to monitor states and their compliance. The             

resolution, however did fail to define terrorism and initially only stated the Taliban and              

al-Qaeda as listed organizations. Resolution 1373 will be assumed to have not been             

passed yet. However, all facts stated in the resolution may be accepted as known facts by                

all members of the session. 

 

Potential Solutions to consider 
How should preventions of terrorism be addressed in the future? 

Defining terrorism, what makes an organisation a terrorist organisation? 

What limitations and restriction, if any, should there be on treatment of terrorists? 

How to deal with the potential rise in Islamophobia? 

What policies should be set in place for foreign intervention? 

What rules and regulations should be set in place for safer air travel? 

What are the root causes of such terrorist attacks? 
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