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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Founded in 1945, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is a primary 

organ of the United Nations, responsible for directing the work of agencies that seek 

to improve the global social and economic environment. The ECOSOC works closely 

with committees such as UNESCO, WHO, IMF, World Bank, UNICEF and the 

UNDP.  

Throughout HKMUN 2017, we hope to emulate the mission of the ECOSOC, 

to find solutions toward modern socioeconomic topics. Nowadays, such issues are 

often interdisciplinary, and require the efforts of not just one field, but from the 

collaboration of many.  

Delegates - we hope you have an insightful conference, collaborating on 

resolutions, caucusing, and making speeches and points of information. However, 

we also hope you enjoy the three days together. As chairs, we’ll try our hardest to 

facilitate that environment, so please, if you have any suggestions or questions, do 

not hesitate to email us. We wish you the best in the coming conference.  

Regards, 

Ben Huang, Bakhita Fung 

170780@hkis.edu.hk, bakhita.fung@online.island.edu.hk 
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Committee: Economic and Social Council  

Issue: Usage of Genetically Modified Organisms 

Name: Ben Huang 

————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Introduction 
 Food is the cornerstone of civilisation, and without innovations in food           

technology, ominous futures highlighted by those of Thomas Malthus may have           

become the fate of humankind. 

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) trace their history to prehistoric         

farmers, when cultivators selected agricultural products for advantageous traits such          

as size and sweetness. These practices have resulted in tremendous growth in food             

production, sustaining society with adequate levels of nourishment. However, with          

the advent of genetic engineering, scientists have been able to take this selection to              

a new frontier. 

Nevertheless, GMOs have become an extremely contentious area in the 21st           

century. Altering the fundamental building blocks of organisms, DNA, scientists have           

been able to produce GMOs that are capable of resisting insects, surviving drought,             

and enhancing nutrition. Concurrently, this unchartered realm of agriculture could          

possess unknown health risks. Furthermore, these organisms are also inextricably          

tied to nations’ economies. Major global seed producers often hold market           

domination in GMOs, leading to technology driven disparity within and among           

nations. 

This issue explores how the United Nations should take a stance on            

Genetically Modified Organisms. During debate, factors such as food security,          

production volume, health, socioeconomics must all be considered. 

  

Key Terms 

Genetically Modified 

Organism 

Abbreviated GMO. Any biological organism (plant, 

animal, fungus, bacteria) that has been unnaturally 
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altered at the DNA level. 

Genetic Engineering An area of applied science that pertains to alterations in 

the DNA of organisms. 

Selective Breeding Selecting plants’ seeds based off desirable traits such 

as size, taste and colour. Differentiated from genetic 

engineering. 

Organic Food produced without the use of chemical fertilisers 

and pesticides. An organism may be genetically 

modified and organic. 

  

Background Information 
History 

 In the second half of the 20th century, scientists invented modern genetically            

modified organisms through the insertion of bacterial plasmids into existing          

organisms (mostly plants). In the modern era, GMOs predominantly serve the           

purpose of increasing the efficiency of agricultural production. 

 

Benefits 

 GMOs are attributed to many beneficial characteristics. Among the most cited           

is the ability of GMOs to boost agricultural productivity. Through inserting genes that             

render plants to grow faster, to be less reliant on water, to tolerate colder conditions,               

agricultural heartlands now are able to mitigate natural disasters associated with the            

destruction of crop fields. 

 Furthermore, GMOs increase the economic efficiency of agriculture. A major          

area of interest for genetic scientists is the ability for produce to become resistant              

against pests, reducing the demand for expensive pesticides. In addition, less time is             

required to produce GMOs, which allows farmers to grow more produce in a given              

season. This increase in agricultural supply has the ability to decrease the price of              

produce, allowing consumers to purchase more food and decreasing global          
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starvation. 

 Lastly, GMOs also have the ability to improve nutrition. For instance, Golden            

Rice, a new strain of this staple, was invented by European scientists with the              

intention of ameliorating the diet of less economically developed countries. This           

strain contains genes that produce beta-carotene, a key precursor to Vitamin A. A             

bowl of this rice is cited to fulfill 60% of the Vitamin A needs of a child. This product                   

was tested in Vitamin-A lacking regions in Asia and Africa, where it faced             

controversy for the nature of experimentation. 

 

Harms 

 Genetic engineering is a newly emerging field, and critics often cite that            

society should proceed with more caution until GMOs have become certified to be             

safe to consume. Critics of Golden Rice argue that local populations in Asia and              

Africa were treated as Guinea Pigs, without notification of the food being genetically             

modified. If the genetic engineering resulted to be detrimental toward human health,            

then these populations reliant on genetically modified foods would be significantly           

harmed. 

 In addition, genetic engineering also heightens global wealth disparity.         

Oftentimes, only more economically developed countries and their enterprises         

possess technologies to produce GMOs. These seeds thus become a scarce           

commodity only accessible through developed nations. 

 Calls for food to be labeled “Genetically Modified” have arisen in many            

countries, ensuring that consumers are conscientious of the potential harms of           

GMOs.
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Figure 1: Top 10 Global GMO Users 
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Figure 2: Global Area of GM Crops (1996-2008) 

Timeline of Events 

1973 Modern GMOs rendered possible with the advent of 

gene editing technologies by Herbert Boyer and Stanley 

Cohen. 

1980 GMOs deemed patentable by the United States 

Supreme Court. 

1986 First field tests of genetically modified plants conducted 

in Belgium.  

1992 Favr Savr tomato approved by United States 

Department of Agriculture. 

1994 Genetically modified tobacco approved in France. 

1997 European Union rules all GMOs must be labeled. 

2000 Golden Rice, engineered to supplement Vitamin A, is 

engineered. 

  

Key Parties Involved 

Monsanto American based company responsible for leading the 

world seed market. Leader in genetic engineering. 

World Health 

Organisation (WHO) 

United Nations committee responsible for monitoring 

the health effects of GMOs. 

Greenpeace Environmental activist organisation lobbying against the 

usage of GMOs. 

United States World’s largest user of GMOs. 
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European Union Increasing unfavourable sentiments towards GMOs in 

European countries. 

Zimbabwe Accepted genetically modified maize aid in 2016 as a 

result of severe droughts. 

  

United Nations Involvement 
 In 1993, the Convention on Biological Diversity entered into force, with the            

intention of conserving the environmental diversity. As a supplement, the Cartagena           

Protocol on Biosafety has been effective since 2003, with 170 signatories, in order to              

preserve biological diversity specifically in relations to genetically modified         

organisms. This protocol sets guidelines for the safe usage, handling and           

transportation of such organisms. 
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Committee: Economic and Social Council  

Issue: Combating Global Wealth Inequality  

Name: Bakhita Fung 

————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Introduction 

In recent years, the explosion of the super-rich has come at the expense of              

poorest of the poor. According to Oxfam International, ‘the richest 1 per cent now              

has more wealth than the rest of the world combined.’ Wealth inequality has risen to               

the highest level in many member countries, especially in the United States of             

America. Countries that were considered egalitarian, such as Germany, Denmark,          

Sweden, also are having alarming rates of growing wealth inequality. Many           

developing countries experiencing growth spurts face rising levels of inequality too.In           

adopting the Millennium Declaration in 2000, many world leaders have pledged to            

create a more equitable world, though the rich have got richer, poorer have stayed              

poor. The rich are ever more powerful and privileged, using these two features to              

skew the system further, causing disproportionate harm to people with disabilities,           

people living in rural areas, and indigenous people. 

 

Failure to pursue equality means everyone will pay the price. Inequality is            

unsustainable for social and economic development. It hinders poverty alleviation          

efforts and economic growth. Being an issue of social justice, there is a moral              

imperative for world leaders and delegates alike to combat this issue. Many            

economic systems have been founded upon meritocratic ideals where hard work is            

rewarded, and where one’s socioeconomic position is mutually exclusive to their           

history or background. With inequality, this foundation is discredited as inequality           

impacts disadvantaged and marginalized people in society disproportionately. 

 

There is therefore an increasing need for effective and coherent government           

policy to combat inequality in all its dimensions – both on a macroeconomic and              

social level. Recently, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted to           
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commit efforts to reduce wealth inequality within and amongst countries. Goal 10 of             

the sustainable development goals (SDGs) addresses a wide range of          

socioeconomic differences. 

 

Key Terms 
Wealth inequality The unequal distribution of assets within a population. 

Gini coefficient A measurement of the income distribution of a 

country's residents. This number, which ranges 

between 0 and 1 and is based on residents' net 

income, helps define the gap between the rich and 

the poor, with 0 representing perfect equality and 1 

representing perfect inequality.  

Sustainable  Able to be maintained at a certain rate or level, in this 

context, making progress with development for both 

the short term and long term. 

Disparity  A great difference 

MDGs The Millennium Development Goals are the world's 

time-bound and quantified targets for addressing 

extreme poverty in its many dimensions, including 

income poverty, hunger and disease.  

SDGs The Sustainable Development Goals, also known as 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is a 

set of seventeen aspirational "Global Goals" with 169 

targets between them. 

 

Background Information 

Trends in global wealth inequality  

The problem with disparities in income, wealth and consumption is that they 

contribute directly to the well-being of individuals and families, as well as the future 

opportunities of individuals and their children. Since access to goods and services 
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depends on the economic situation of the individual, education and health are also 

impacted by wealth disparities. 

 

According to the World Bank, in 2010, high-income countries with 16 per cent 

of the world’s population accounted to 55 per cent of the global income, whilst low 

income countries created just above 1 per cent of global income despite having 72 

per cent of the world’s population. In sub-Saharan Africa, the average gross 

domestic product (GDP) was USD 2,014, whilst the average GDP of North America 

was USD 41,399. Not only is this an issue – but it is on the rise. 

 

Global wealth inequality measured through the Gini coefficient rose sharply 

from 1980 to 2000. This was due to several factors such as but not limited to: the 

declining incomes in Latin America during its debt crisis of 1980s, the sudden 

economic failure of countries in sub-Saharan Africa, and the economic collapse of 

soviet economies in late 1980s and 1990s. 

 

Since 2000, a decline in international inequality (due to stronger economic 

growth in Asia, Africa and Latin America) has been observed. Despite this, 

international inequality still remains very high – if China is excluded from the data, 

the Gini coefficients of inequality were higher in 2010 than in 1980. This can be seen 

in Figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1: International income inequality, 1980-2010 according to the United Nations 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

 

From Figure 2 below, it is evident that there are disparities across countries 

too. For example, the mean income of a resident of Albania or Russia was lower 

than that of an individual in the lowest 10 per cent of the distribution in Sweden. A 

Swedish also earned almost 6 times more than an Albanian in the bottom 10 per 

cent of their country’s distribution, and 200 times more than an individual in the 

bottom 10 per cent in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in the late 2000s. 

 

There is an expectation that inequalities decline as societies develop, 

however, evidence shows that this is not the case. Instead, policies must actively 

pursue a goal of being equitable, inclusive and country-specific. There is no ‘one size 

fits all policy’. 
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Figure 2: Average income per capita of the top and bottom 10 per cent of the 

population and of the total population in selected countries, late 2000s, taken from 

the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

(Note: The top and bottom of each bar represent the average GDP per capita of the 

top and bottom 10 per cent of the population of each country, respectively; the 

marker in between represents average (national) GDP per capita.) 

 

Inequality in aspects of well-being 

Life expectancy 

The gap in life expectancy between Japan and the Russian Federation, increased 

from 9 years in 1985-1990 to close to 16 years in 2005-2010 – when Russia was 

trying to transition to a market economy. This is an issue of concern that should be 

mitigated. 
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Public health suffers 

Disparities in life expectancy have also declined across most geographical regions, 

with the notable exception of sub-Saharan Africa. Life expectancy at birth was about 

14 years below the world average in 1980-1985 and over 16 years below in 

1995-2000. Despite some progress since 2000, average life expectancy in 

sub-Saharan Africa is still 16 years below that of most countries in Asia – due to HIV 

and the AIDS epidemic. 

 

Quality of life 

There are wide differences in the percentage of births attended by skilled health 

personnel, ranging from nearly 100 per cent in developed economies to only 50 per 

cent of deliveries in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa (United Nations, 2013). On 

average, children in the lowest 20 per cent of households by income in developing 

countries nearly three times more likely to be underweight, and twice as likely to die 

before their fifth birthday, compared to those in wealthier households. This disparity 

has a strong impact on opportunities and the future of children – school, cognitive 

skills, money-making ventures and job seeking. 

 

Inequality in education 

Education is key to one’s well-being and is a universal right that leads to the 

empowerment and full participation of all individuals in society. It is the driver of 

income and health outcomes as literacy skills are key to employment and breaking 

poverty cycle. Ultimately, education determines one’s future economic status and 

social mobility. 

In 2011, an estimated 57 million children of primary school age were not 

enrolled in school, although the number was down from 102 million in 2000 

(UNESCO, 2012). More than half of those children reside in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Reducing inequality in education will, therefore, require getting those children into 

school and ensuring that they complete their schooling. 

To solve this issue, it is crucial to consider the various structural, 

geographical, household factors across cities and countries. There is no 
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‘one-size-fits-all’ approach. However, policies such as lowering school fees, 

improving facilities, removing gender bias, building infrastructure to mobilise youth 

have been successful in increasing access to a proper education. 

These solutions have led to the decreased inequality between developed and 

developing countries in educational attainment declining in the last 50 years. This 

can be credited to the expansion of primary schooling worldwide and the millennium 

development goals. The average years of schooling among the global population 

aged over 15 years more than doubled from 3.12 years to 7.9 years. 

 

Rural-urban divide 

Inequality can also be influenced by location (i.e. spatial disparities). In 

countries like China, spatial disparities constitute half the total income equality in 

China. This is because opportunities are greatly influenced by location, especially 

with the unequal distribution of public and private assets in many member states. 

For example, where there are natural resources, there will automatically be 

more people living in those areas. More importantly, however, productivity is higher 

in urban areas, as cities are more competitive and more efficient. In developing 

countries, 73 per cent of urban dwellers had access to basic sanitation facilities. In 

comparison, only 33 per cent of the rural population had access to basic sanitation 

facilities. Additionally, rural areas also have little political voice and representation, 

and thus it is increasingly hard to solve this divide.  

 

Inequality and economic development 

Certain economists argue that equality ensures efficiency of an economy, 

while others such as Okun  in 1975 argue that equality reduces economic efficiency. 

Others believe that the role of fiscal and social policy is crucial to curbing the effects 

of the global financial crisis (poor had falling incomes right before the crisis, and 

unsustainable debt-driven consumption was on the rise). In a 2011 study, Berg and 

Ostry revealed that income equality was a determining factor for economic growth, 

and that a low level of inequality led to higher rates of growth. Inequality also led to 

increased instability. 
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Inequality and social mobility  

Inequality also affects the social mobility of a country, as the future of children 

are dependant on the parents. This is because parents are responsible for the 

quality of education, parental support, domestic support, and cognitive stimulation of 

their children. With higher incomes come more opportunities, and these opportunities 

are concentrated to people at the top. The rich are likely to hold onto their positions, 

and there is a lack of change for people at the bottom of the ladder. 

 

Key Parties Involved 
OECDs The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) - is a group of 34 democracies 

with market economies that work with each other in 

an international organisation helping governments to 

improve the economic and social well-being of their 

people. It is a forum where governments can 

communicate to share experiences and solutions to 

problems. Analyse data of different countries (tax 

systems, government policies, success rates of 

certain regulations). They also recommend policies to 

improve the quality of life. 

World Bank The World Bank is an international financial institution 

that loans capital to developing countries. It is part of 

the United Nations system. Its official motto is 

“working for a world free of poverty”, hence has a 

place in this discussion. The World Bank promotes 

foreign investment and international trade in all its 

decisions. In 2016, the World Bank released a study 

on shared prosperity noted the efforts of countries 

that have reduced poverty and boosted shared 

prosperity. In terms of tackling inequality, they 
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suggest measures such as early childhood 

development, universal health coverage, quality 

education, cash transfers to poor families, rural 

infrastructure and progressive taxation. 

IMF The International Monetary Fund’s purpose is to 

ensure the global stability of the international 

monetary system – which includes exchange rates 

and payments that allow countries, companies and 

citizens to make transactions with each other. The 

IMF monitors the economic and financial policies of 

189 member countries, provides loans to member 

countries, and assists in training to help member 

countries design and implement sustainable 

economic policies. Thus, the IMF has significant 

capabilities in helping EMDCs in their fight against 

inequality. Moreover, the IMF have conducted 

surveys about inequality over the past century, fiscal 

policy and income inequality, and the impact of 

inequality on economic growth. 

Emerging market 

economies 

The four largest emerging and developing economies 

are China, India, Russia and Brazil. These countries 

are progressing towards advancement, and are 

usually rapidly growing and volatile. Inequality in 

these countries follow different trends and various 

ways of tackling inequality have had different results – 

in most countries, however, the rates are falling. 

Some countries experience declining inequality 

though the access to education and proper healthcare 

still is unbalanced. 

Developed market 

economies 

These are markets that have been most developed in 

terms of their economy and capital markets. They are 
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open to foreign owners, high income, and relatively 

efficient. Countries such as the United States, United 

Kingdom, Norway, Japan, and Belgium are developed 

markets. Inequality, on average, has grown a lot 

higher in these countries in the past 20 years. The top 

10 per cent now has an income close to nine times 

that of the bottom 10 per cent, with effects 

exacerbated by the financial crisis. 

 

United Nations Involvement 
United Nations Millennium Declaration 

In 2000, world leaders adopted the Millennium Declaration and made a 

commitment reduce inequality and recognise equality as something essential to 

international relations. Despite successes of the MDGs, the progress on wealth 

disparity has been slow, with some countries experiencing a growth in disparity. 

According to the UN system task team on the Post-2015 UN development agenda, 

the MDGs were never able to give a clear enough incentive for policy-makers to 

proactively address inequalities. 

 

ECOSOC Resolution 2008/18 

This resolution focused on the promotion of full employment and decent work 

for all, which recognised the importance of the International Labour Organisation 

(ILO) to secure greater and more equal opportunities for women and men to secure 

decent employment and income. It encouraged governments to promote access to 

basic social services, education and health care in their social integration policies, 

which should also consider marginalised individuals. 

 

General Assembly 67/230 

This resolution focused on the role of the United Nations in promoting a new 

global human order. It recognised the prevalence of inequality and that it hinders 

efforts to eradicate poverty and sustain equitable growth, and urged governments to 
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cooperate and develop systems of protection that support labour-market participation 

and reduce inequality as well as social exclusion. 

 

Sustainable development goals 

Income inequality between countries may have been reduced but still 

significant inequality within countries. Goal 10 of the SDG (2016) suggests that to 

reduce inequality, policies should be universal in principle paying attention to the 

needs of disadvantaged and marginalized populations. One target of this agreement 

is that by 2030, all countries should progressively achieve and sustain income 

growth of the bottom 40 per cent of the population at a rate higher than the national 

average. 
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Committee: Economic and Social Council  

Issue: Battle of Mosul 

Name: Ben Huang and Bakhita Fung  

————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Introduction 
 In the summer of 2014, the fighters of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant                

made major gains in Iraq by seizing its second largest city – Mosul. Its success was                

accredited to the Sunnis’ distrust in the primarily Shia government, and the military’s             

internal corruption problems. This forced over 500,000 and the entire Iraqi military to             

flee. Other northern and western parts of Iraq have been under the control of ISIL as                

a result of this reign of terror. 

 

Currently, the population is approximately 1.5 million (2.5 million before ISIL’s           

rule). It is the largest population ever to be under the control of ISIL, and the first time                  

in history for a terror group to control its own state. It is the foundation of the claim                  

that ISIL is succeeding in building a state. The city, once extremely diverse with              

Armenians, Turkmen, Yazidis (and more) – is now a city that bears the suffering of               

all these individuals. The authority of ISIL has also led to a mass migration of               

people, an attempted genocide of ethnic minorities, and has cast a shadow of doubt              

on the future of Iraq. 

 

The Mosul offensive was an offensive by the Iraqi government in alliance with             

their military, the Kurdish military, America and international forces, launched on the            

17th of October. Its aim was (and is to) retake the city Mosul in northern Iraq. It is                  

known as a “mother of all battles”, as it is considered essential in the fight against                

ISIL. Losing Mosul would mean that the major supply routes from Iraq to Raqqa              

(Syrian capital) would be cut, allowing opponents of ISIL to recapture Raqqa as well. 

At the start of the offensive, ISIL was thought to conscribe around 6,000 fighters to               

defend Mosul. These fighters have been picked from the dwindling population in            

Mosul (as the fighting intensifies, even more are expected to leave). This joint             
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operation is a coalition between Iraqi, Kurdish, American, British and French forces,            

and uses the airstrikes as a main tactic to attacking ISIL targets. The debate should               

center around the economic and social consequences as a result of the Battle of              

Mosul, and further action that needs to be taken in order to protect civilians and               

uphold the intrinsic values of each state.  

 

 

Key Terms 

ISIL or Daesh  Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, an unrecognised         

Islamic fundamentalist state in regions of Syria and        

Iraq, deemed as a terrorist organisation by the United         

Nations.  

Kurds Indo-European ethnic group found throughout Iran,      

Iraq, Turkey and Syria. Notable for their desire to         

establish a Kurdish homeland.  

  

Background Information 

Mosul, strategically located in Northwestern Iraq, is the gateway to Syria,           

Turkey and Kurdish Iraq. In 2014, this city, proclaimed by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi to              

be the capital of the new Islamic Caliphate, was captured by ISIL forces. Currently,              

Mosul is the last significant urban centre in ISIL’s control.  

 

Mosul’s importance is not solely geographic. The city is home to many            

historical monuments, including those of historical Nineveh, founded in the 3rd           

millennium B.C.E. as the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Daesh has notoriously            

destroyed many historical sites of historical significance in Mosul. Irreplaceable,          

these acts pose a threat towards the preservation of society’s foundations.  
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Figure 1: Map of Iraqi Army and Islamic State controlled territory in the city of Mosul 

as of January 23, 2017 

 

A key strategy of the United States joint task force has been to isolate the               

Islamic State controlled territory through isolation. Five bridges crossing the Tigris           

River have been disabled, prohibiting the Islamic State from transporting goods           

necessary for continuation.  

 

Currently, a humanitarian crisis has unfolded in Western Mosul, where the           

prohibition of transportation has resulted in soaring food, water, and commodity           

prices. As destruction ensues, many citizens face starvation and lack of electricity            

and heating. Furthermore, ISIL’s presence has created a large displacement of the            

population, with as many as 1 million residents fleeing the city to seek refuge.  

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL CHAIR REPORT — 27 
 



HONG KONG MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2017 
 

 

Figure 2: Map of Mosul and surrounding areas and areas of control as of February 7, 

2017 
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Timeline of Events 

October 17 2016 Liberation of Mosul begins with the Iraqi government        

launching an offensive strategy - the last major city in          

Iraq under the control of the Islamic State. This involves          

50,000 personnel from Kurdish fighters to Sunni       

tribesmen.  

October 21 2016 ISIL fighters blow up part of a sulphur factory, a          

chemical attack on troops to slow the assault on ISIL          

and lower morale.  

October 31 2016 The Iraqi Prime Minister Adabi urges ISIL to surrender.         

He addresses approximately 4,000 militants and warns       

them to “either surrender or die”.  

November 1 2016 The Iraqi special forces break the front line without         

suffering losses 

Early December 2016 A coalition attack may have caused civilian casualties        

during an air strike in a hospital car park  

2 ISIL leaders killed in airstrikes 

26 December 2016 The last functioning bridge over River Tigris (a river         

which divides the city) collapsed due to government        

forces. Consequently, the UN warned that the       

destruction of bridges could limit the evacuation of over         

a million civilians.  

29 December 2016 The second phase of the Mosul offensive begins, which         

advances the Iraqi forces in three directions and opens         

two new fronts to the city. The military coalition         

advances towards the Syrian border 

12 January 2017 Abadi says the fight will continue - despite hopes that          
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the battle would end in December 2016. Iraq’s army         

makes rapid gains in eastern part of Mosul, whilst ISIL          

retreats to the west. Food is running low, prices of basic           

necessities have soared with shortages of electricity       

and water.  

There is no administration for 400,000 residents living        

under Iraqi government control - and no plan for the          

aftermath.  

15 January 2017 30 schools reopen after being cleared of booby traps,         

allowing 16,000 children to head back to school. This         

has not happened since June 2014.  

24 January 2017 Prime Minister of Iraq confirms that the government has         

liberated the whole of eastern Mosul. 750,000 people        

remain in Mosul west, which is a more complicated         

battle as the streets are narrow and militants can hide          

among civilians.  

  

Key Parties Involved 

ISIL The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant is a Salafi           

jihadist unrecognised state and militant group that has        

been designated a terrorist organisation by the United        

Nations. They are responsible for human rights abuses        

and war crimes.  

Iraqi government Mosul is a northern Iraqi city that was seized by ISIL in            

2014. The battle to liberate Mosul is a coordination of          

the Iraqi government, its armed forces and the police.         

The Iraqi government has taken a lead on the ground          

and fights in close cooperation with the Kurdish. There         
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are questions and uncertainties about how the Iraqi        

Sunni, Shia and Kurdish forces will be able to govern          

the liberated areas.  

United States In late October, the US deployed an additional 600         

troops to aid the liberation of Mosul. There are more          

than 5,000 military personnel in Iraq to deliver ISIL a          

“lasting defeat”. The US is involved in freeing Mosul         

and the whole of Iraq, and are responsible for leading          

air-strikes against ISIL. Some airstrikes have now been        

landing near ordinary homes, causing many to digg        

bomb shelters and staying at home to avoid being         

bombed.  

Turkey  Turkey is also militarily involved in Syria and Iraq, which          

helped disrupt ISIL supply routes in Syria. Turkey’s key         

strategic objective was to drive back ISIL from near its          

border.  

  

United Nations Involvement 
 The United Nations fully supports the Government of Iraq in liberating mosul            

from terrorists and to restore the rule of law in the original territory. As a result, the                 

United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) was set up to advise and assist              

the people of Iraq in uniting against the terrorist group. The UN also believes that all                

efforts should be made to protect the civilian population from the consequences of             

escalating conflicts, and to follow the principle of international law and basic human             

rights.  

In January 2017, the UN said that it was racing against the clock to prepare               

emergency aid for the 700,000 people who live in Mosul, particularly the western half              

of the city not yet liberated. Refugee camps have been made more accessible and              

supplies have been restocked, especially camps accessible from Western Mosul.  

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL CHAIR REPORT — 31 
 



HONG KONG MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2017 
 

Bibliography 
"Battle for Mosul: The Story so Far." BBC News . BBC, 31 Jan. 2017. Web. 18 Feb. 2017. 

<http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37702442>.  

Haynes, Suyin. "Operation to Retake Mosul from ISIS Begins: What to Know." Time . Time, 

17 Oct. 2016. Web. 18 Feb. 2017. 

<http://time.com/4532985/mosul-battle-kurdish-iraq-abadi-operation/>.  

Ritzen, Yarno. "Battle for Mosul: Who Controls What." Iraq | Al Jazeera . N.p., 24 Jan. 2017. 

Web. 18 Feb. 2017. 

<http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2016/10/battle-mosul-controls-map-161

023134534524.html>.  

"U.S. Coalition Says Islamic State Command Center Destroyed in Mosul; IS Says Civilians 

Killed." Reuters . Thomson Reuters, 18 Feb. 2017. Web. 18 Feb. 2017. 

<http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-mosul-idUSKBN15X08P>.  

 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL CHAIR REPORT — 32 
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37702442
http://time.com/4532985/mosul-battle-kurdish-iraq-abadi-operation/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2016/10/battle-mosul-controls-map-161023134534524.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2016/10/battle-mosul-controls-map-161023134534524.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-mosul-idUSKBN15X08P

