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AFRICAN UNION 

The African Union (AU) was founded on May 26th, 2001 in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia by Muammar Gaddafi. This organization replaced the already 

existing Organization of African Unity (OAU). Objectives of this institution as 

defined in the Article 3 (Objectives) of the AU Constitutive Act and include: 

achieving unity in the African continent, defending sovereignty and 

independence of African states, accelerating the political and socio-economic 

development of the region, as well as promoting democratic principles, peace, 

security and stability continent wide. 

Throughout the conference, we hope that all delegates will be able to 

address the issues at hand while fully promoting and respecting the founding 

goals of African-wide peace, collaboration and development of this committee. 

We wholeheartedly believe that your actions on the two selected topics are 

necessary to allow the African continent achieve development and increase 

its important in global trade and exchanges as well as global politics.  

In the research reports below, we have tried to provide you with details  

on all facets of the issues, but given the breadth of the issues we may have 

certain aspects of the question. The chairs would appreciate if you could 

address the issues in the chair reports in your resolutions, but you also have 

the flexibility to bring in any external aspects to the issue that you deem to be 

relevant.  

 

Best wishes, 

Vedika Vishweshwar and Ianis Tamoud, 

Chairs of the African Union committee 
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Committee: 

 

African Union 

Issue: Stabilizing African Peace and Construction of Security 

Architectures 

Name: Vedika Vishweshwar 

 
 
Introduction 

From Boko Haram in Nigeria to Ansar Dine in Mali and AQIM (al-Qa’ida 

in the Islamic Maghreb), the African continent is greatly affected by domestic 

and international terrorism. These extremist groups paralyse the economies 

and societies of entire regions where governmental forces are unable to 

completely eradicate their presence. They regularly conduct atrocities such 

as: abductions, bombings, and assassination with notable examples including 

the abduction of 276 school girls in Chibok, Nigeria conducted by Boko 

Haram, and several attacks on French forces in Kidal, Mali conducted by 

Ansar Dine.  

Terrorist groups pose a significant threat to Africa’s long-term political 

stability, and effectively combatting them will require the two-pronged 

approach of security sector reforms, to supplement improvements in the 

justice system and the rule of law. Security sector reforms will help prevent 

extremist terror groups from establishing sociopolitical footholds in member 

states, whilst judicial reforms will aid the establishment of a long-term, 

sustainable form of government. When tackling security sector reforms, 

member nations must direct attention to cross-border resource exchanges 

and collaboration, especially in vulnerable regions such as Central Africa and 
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the Horn of Africa. When tackling judicial reforms, member states must focus 

on boosting citizen participation in the political process, improving social 

accountability and transparency, and reducing the political exclusion of 

marginalized groups.  

 

Key Terms 

Security Sector All state institutions - eg. armed forces, police, 

intelligence services, related government ministries - 

that are responsible for securing the state from the 

fear of violence 

Decentralised 

Government 

A type of government where greater political authority 

lies with local governments rather than with national 

governments - there is no official definition for 

‘decentralization’ because the degree of 

decentralization can vary.  

Extremist Groups An organization that holds extreme political or 

religious views, often advocating illegal or violent 

actions. 

Regions of Africa The member states of the African Union are divided 

into five geographic regions - click HERE to view the 

map.  

Marginalized Groups Groups that are confined to the peripheral edges of 

society and who are often unable to exercise their 

political power. In Africa, these groups often include 

religious minorities, indigenous people (nomadic 

groups), and the disabled.  

Insurgency  Active revolt or uprising  
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Background Information and Key Areas to Consider 
Domestic Security Sector Reforms:  

Security sector reform (SSR) efforts are vital to thoroughly address the roots 

of continual domestic conflict and establish a long-standing framework for 

peace and development. In Africa, most SSRs are launched during fragile, 

post-conflict political climates. Furthermore, most reforms are not 

implemented by legitimately elected leaders, and therefore aim to maintain 

political influence and clout rather than improving citizen security.  

The key goal of any SSR effort should be to restore the capacity of 

existing security bodies, and to establish a stable system that serves the 

security and justice needs of the population, rather than political elites only. 

This process would not only involve ‘on the ground missions’ to address 

immediate military conflict, but would also involve a steady undertaking to 

strengthen the long-term accountability of national institutions. It is important 

this process is primarily initiated by state itself as operations by external 

bodies are often disjointed and aim to address short-term tensions rather than 

promote long-term stability.  

At present, not all countries are capable of implementing SSRs - a 

rudimentary level of legal frameworks must exist in a climate of some political 

participation. In this context, SSRs would be unsuitable in countries such as 

Libya, which is trapped in political deadlock, accompanied by deep public 

mistrust of the national government.  

With regards to SSRs, the role of the African Union is to help member 

states reach a stage of political evolution at which it can begin to implement 

these reforms. Delegates may with to consider the role the African Union can 

play in overseeing elections, encouraging national political dialogue, and 

preventing adverse changes in regimes. 

 

Cross-border exchanges:  

Influential extremist groups in Africa often don’t restrict themselves to a 

single nation - they conduct operations and impact the affairs of surrounding 
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regions too. For example, although Al-Shabaab originated in Somalia, it has 

proliferated throughout the Horn of Africa. In the past years, it has been active 

in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, and Ethiopia.  

 

Fig 1: Al-Shabaab operations in the Horn of Africa  

 

In order to form a coordinated response to tackle mushrooming threats 

such as Al-Shabaab, it is imperative that neighbouring nations cooperate with 

each other through cross-border exchanges. Such exchanges may involve the 

sharing of information, legal arms, and military personnel, which will ensure 

that even countries that are excessively targeted will have the adequate 

resources to combat threats. Furthermore, streamlining this process as much 
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as possible would also be beneficial to member nations during times of 

emergency, and could help accelerate security responses to terrorist attacks.  

 

Exclusion of marginalized groups:  

Ethnic, religious, and gender-based minority groups in Africa often hold 

little influence in the wider community as they are largely excluded from 

opportunities for education, and are consequently employed in low-wage jobs. 

They are often poorly represented in political institutions, and therefore, 

injustices to them are rarely provided sufficient legal attention.  

One prominent example of this phenomenon is the 374 marginalized 

ethnic tribes in Nigeria. The Igbo, Hausa-Fulani Yoruba ethnicities make up 

54% of the population and dominate the Nigerian political landscape. This has 

lead to the rise of ethnically-based political coalitions (eg. All Progressives 

Congress: Members of Hausa-Fulani and Yoruba descent) and frustrated 

other minority groups in their efforts to achieve political participation.  

Including minorities in political processes is important as it can 

strengthen state cohesion and help to achieve a democratic political system. It 

can also stimulate the creation of broad-range and inclusive policies that 

direct more resources to traditionally neglected issues. Moreover, allowing 

minorities to access fundamental legal resources will reduce inter-community 

tension and ensure that crimes committed against them are adequately 

tackled.  

Concerning this issue, the African Union must aim to firstly gain an 

in-depth understanding of the sociopolitical dynamics of minorities in each 

member state. The situation is unique to each country, but it is imperative that 

the AU is aware of the existing inequalities in power before taking any further 

steps. One possible approach to enhance this understanding is to establish 

uniform data-collecting measures in each country to gauge the attitudes of 

minorities towards national politics. Once the current situation has been 

analyzed in detail, the AU should aim to actively integrate these marginalized 

groups into the political landscape, This can be established through education 
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reforms and enhancing awareness about the importance of minority inclusion, 

creating political institutions specifically for minorities, and reviewing national 

legislation for the protection of minorities.  

 

Timeline of Events 
20th October 2011 Libya’s long standing dictator, Muammar Gaddafi, 

was captured and killed in Sirte, Libya 

June 2012 Ansar Dine militants impose harsh rule on Timbuktu  

September 1st 2013 Al Shabaab attacked the affluent West Gate Mall in 

Nairobi. This is an important indicator of the 

expansion of Al-Shabaab from Somalia into greater 

East Africa.  

April 14th 2014 Boko Haram kidnapped 276 schoolgirls from a 

boarding school in northern Nigeria.  

January 3rd - 7th 

2015 

Boko Haram conducted a deadly massacre in the 

Baga region of Nigeria. Baga was the headquarters of 

a government military army base, and Boko Haram’s 

attempt to take it over reflects their inclinations to 

expand into the Lake Chad area.  

Jan 7th 2016 ISIS militants bomb a police training camp in Libya - 

evidence of the spreading influence of the Islamic 

State.  

Jan 15th 2016 Islamic Maghreb militants storm a restaurant and 

hotel in the Burkina Faso capital, Ouagadougou.  

  

Key Parties Involved 
Al-Shabab  A clan-based terrorist group that inspires violent 

insurgency against the Somali federal government 

and African Union peacekeepers. It frequently 

conducts bombings and suicide attacks not only in 
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Somalia, but also in neighbouring countries such as 

Kenya (Westgate Mall attacks).  

Ansar Dine Political insurgency group operating in Northern Mali 

to impose Sharia law throughout the country. They 

recently captured Timbuktu and are affiliated with 

multiple jihad terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda in the 

Land of the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) 

Boko Haram An anti-western militant group based in Nigeria 

seeking to impose Sharia law over the country. They 

frequently conduct attacks against perceived sources 

of Western influence in Nigeria; their most prominent 

attack was the abduction of 276 schoolgirls from a 

boarding school in Chibok. 

Chad Boko Haram has maintained an influential presence 

in Chad since 2008, and frequently mounts attacks on 

ethnic groups and rural communities, especially in the 

Lake Chad region. These attacks have displaced 

130,000 people around the shrinking Lake, increasing 

competition for extremely scarce resources, which 

contributes to the political instability of the already 

fragile region.  

Eritrea The UN enforced sanctions and an arms embargo 

against the federal government of Eritrea in 2009 for 

support of Al-Shabaab and regional stabilization. The 

Eritrean government has not disclosed any of its 

counterterrorism policies and has shown little interest 

in cooperating with neighbouring countries and the 

US to combat regional instability.  

Kenya Kenya’s security landscape is primarily characterized 

by terrorism that is fed by youth radicalization and 

instability in surrounding regions such as Somalia and 
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South Sudan. It has been the victim of many 

significant terrorist attacks such as the bombing of the 

Nairobi US Embassy in 1998, and the Nairobi 

Westgate Mall attack in 2013. However, Kenya has 

attempted to proactively tackle terrorism, and is 

currently collaborating with the UNODC on a 

significant counter-terrorism effort that aims to 

prosecute terrorism, increase counter terrorism 

financing and crack down on money laundering.  

Trans-Saharan 

Counterterrorism 

Partnership (TSCTP) 

The TSCTP is a US-funded counterrorism 

organization in North and West Africa that aims to 

build the capacity and cooperation of military forces 

and law enforcement officials. It efforts include 

conducting public diplomacy programs in order to 

preserve cultural tolerance, providing the military 

forces of member nations with resources and 

guidance, and strengthening counterrorism 

responses.  

 

United Nations Involvement 
The United Nations is primarily involved in this issue through the United 

Nations-African Union Joint Task Force on Peace and Security, and focuses 

on addressing issues such as conflict prevention, mediation, and preparation 

in AU member states. It also oversees the implementation of free and fair 

elections in AU member states. Accomplishments of the Task Force include 

supporting AMISOM (African Union Mission in Somalia) during the 2016 

elections and in its continued battle against Al Shabaab, facilitating 

cooperation between AU and UN officials in Burundi to promote a sustainable 

form of government, and aiding the implementation of the Libyan Political 

Agreement.  

Furthermore, the UN also conducts multiple peacekeeping operations 
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in AU member states that largely aim to protect civilians, support national 

political exchanges, and reestablish state authority. It operates in member 

states such as but not limited to: Mali, Democratic Republic of Congo, and 

Somalia. The UN Peacekeeping operations have had mixed results: 

Operations in Sierra Leone, Burundi, and Liberia have succeeded in ceasing 

military conflict and enabling political transitions. However, in cases such 

Rwanda and Somalia, a lack of peacekeeper coordination, training, and 

initiative lead to genocides of millions.  

 

 
 

 

 

  

AFRICAN UNION CHAIR REPORT — 11 
 



HONG KONG MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2017 
 

Bibliography 
"AU in a Nutshell." Home | African Union. United Nations, n.d. Web. 29 Jan. 2017. 

<https://www.au.int/web/en/history/oau-and-au>. 

"Country Reports on Terrorism." U.S. Department of State . U.S. Department of 

State, 2015. Web. 17 Feb. 2017. 

<https://www.state.gov/j/ct/programs/index.htm#TSCTP>.  

"Current Peacekeeping Operations. United Nations Peacekeeping." United 

Nations . United Nations, n.d. Web. 18 Feb. 2017. 

<https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/current.shtml>.  

Hamer, Ashley. "The Human Cost of Chad's War Against Boko Haram." IRIN 

News . N.p., 5 Dec. 2016. Web. 17 Feb. 2017. 

<http://features.irinnews.org/lake-chad>.  

Kenya. Strengthen Community's Capacity Against Radicalization and Violent 

Extremism in Kenya . By UNDP. N.p.: n.p., 2015. Print. 

Marc, Alexander, Neelam Verjee, and Stephen Mogaka. "The Challenge of 

Stability and Security in West Africa." World Bank . N.p., 19 June 2015. Web. 

29 Jan. 2017. 

<http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/publication/the-cha

llenge-of-stability-and-security-in-west-africa>. 

Nctc. "National Counterterrorism Center | Groups." National Counterterrorism 

Center | Groups . N.p., n.d. Web. 17 Feb. 2017. 

<https://www.nctc.gov/site/groups/al_shabaab.html>.  

Severin, Buoyo. "Fighting Terrorism in Chad: A Controversial Battle." Insight on 

Conflict . Peace Direct, 4 Dec. 2015. Web. 17 Feb. 2017. 

<https://www.insightonconflict.org/blog/2015/12/fighting-terrorism-in-chad-a-co

ntroversial-battle/>.  

SSR Trends and Challenges in Africa: A Partner's Summary of the First Africa 

Forums on SSR." (2014): n. pag. African Union . United Nations. Web. 

<http://issat.dcaf.ch/content/download/74291/1266890/file/SSR%20Trends%2

0and%20Challenges%20in%20Africa%20-%20Partners%20Summary%20of

%20the%20first%20Africa%20Forum%20on%20SSR.pdf>.  

AFRICAN UNION CHAIR REPORT — 12 
 

https://www.au.int/web/en/history/oau-and-au
https://www.state.gov/j/ct/programs/index.htm#TSCTP
https://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/current.shtml
http://features.irinnews.org/lake-chad
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/publication/the-challenge-of-stability-and-security-in-west-africa
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/publication/the-challenge-of-stability-and-security-in-west-africa
https://www.nctc.gov/site/groups/al_shabaab.html
https://www.insightonconflict.org/blog/2015/12/fighting-terrorism-in-chad-a-controversial-battle/
https://www.insightonconflict.org/blog/2015/12/fighting-terrorism-in-chad-a-controversial-battle/
http://issat.dcaf.ch/content/download/74291/1266890/file/SSR%20Trends%20and%20Challenges%20in%20Africa%20-%20Partners%20Summary%20of%20the%20first%20Africa%20Forum%20on%20SSR.pdf
http://issat.dcaf.ch/content/download/74291/1266890/file/SSR%20Trends%20and%20Challenges%20in%20Africa%20-%20Partners%20Summary%20of%20the%20first%20Africa%20Forum%20on%20SSR.pdf
http://issat.dcaf.ch/content/download/74291/1266890/file/SSR%20Trends%20and%20Challenges%20in%20Africa%20-%20Partners%20Summary%20of%20the%20first%20Africa%20Forum%20on%20SSR.pdf


HONG KONG MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2017 
 

Committee: African Union 

Issue: Promoting the Sustainable Use of Resources Through 

Technology 

Name: Ianis Tamoud 

 
Introduction 

The African continent is rich in an array of natural resources, however,            

such resources are regularly not or only partially exploited. Exploitation and           

trade of such resources would have a considerable impact on the economic            

and social development of the region. At present, Africa is dependent on            

exportations of natural resources. This has led to a fragility in situations where             

volatile prices negatively impacting the economic, political and social situation          

of African nations. 

 Another difficulty when promoting renewable energies in Africa is to          

fight aggressive prices and, sometimes, government subsidies that further         

reduce the cost of fossil fuel. In fact, with the current economic situation,             

African households tend to select the cheapest means of energy without           

taking into consideration the environmental, social and economic        

consequences of their choices.  

 

Key Terms 

Natural resources Materials or substances occurring naturally which      

can be exploited for economic gain. 

Biomass Organic matter used as a fuel, generally in a power          

station for the generation of electricity. 

Pesticides Composite term that includes all chemicals that are        

used to kill or control pests. In agriculture, this         

includes herbicides (weeds), insecticides (insects),     

fungicides (fungi), nematicides (nematodes), and     
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rodenticides (vertebrate poisons). 

Halieutic Relating to fishing. 

Water stress This occurs when the demand for water exceeds        

the available amount during a certain period or        

when poor quality restricts its use. Water stress        

causes deterioration of freshwater resources in      

terms of quantity (aquifer over-exploitation, dry      

rivers, etc.) 

Sustainable Causing little or no damage to the environment and         

therefore able to continue for a long time. 

 

Background Information and Points to Consider  

 Mining industry, a cheap labor and dangerous conditions  

Africa is the second largest continent with around 30 million square           

kilometers of land. Mineral resources in the region include diamonds, gold,           

phosphate, platinum-group metals, vermiculite and zirconium. The largest        

mining company is the Central African Mining and Exploitation Company          

(CAMEC) and is at the forefront of other private groups in exploiting minerals             

in the region. At present, the corporation has no regulations restricting the            

environmental impact of their activities, resulting in little consideration for          

working conditions. CAMEC have also been accused of having questionable          

ties with certain autocratic heads of state of member states. Currently,           

exploration and production in Africa is cost effective for buyers as exploration            

costs thirteen times less than in More Economically Developed Countries          

(MEDCs). Minerals extracted from the region are also manually processed          

which further reduces the overall cost of resources. 

Mining activities require countries to have an advanced command of          

technology in order to fully exploit the resource under safe conditions for            
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workers and surrounding inhabitants and ecosystems. Preservation of the         

environment is at stake as mining has negative environmental consequences          

such as but not limited to: deforestation, land degradation, air pollution and            

disruption of ecosystems. Employment conditions for workers are harsh and          

have lead to protests in the past. Miners have protested against corporation            

exploitation and their governments that are not taking any action to better their             

working conditions. 

  

Water, a scarce resource 

 Access to water in Africa is a great challenge: in fact, 14 countries are              

currently experiencing severe water stress and another eleven countries are          

predicted to completely run out of water by 2025. In sub-Saharan Africa, 51%             

of the total population suffers from scarce access to safe water. There are two              

types of water scarcity: physical water scarcity when water is simply not            

available as a natural resource and economic water scarcity when water as a             

resource is available but not accessible for human, institutional or financial           

capital reasons.  

It seems that lack of techniques to probe soils for water may also             

explain this scarcity. In fact, scientists recently discovered over five billion           

square meters of groundwater under Namibian soil. After localising water          

sources, it is necessary to pump water for the underground. Such pumping            

activities require energy which is another issue of the region. However,           

technologies such as solar power water lifting and pumping or windmills may            

be used in this case. 

Furthermore, finding water is already a problem in itself but the use of             

water in the region is yet another vast question. 

  

Agriculture and water 

 As a generalisation, water is the main limiting factor for crops across            

Africa. As many African nations do not have the financial funds for modern             

irrigation systems, water losses are gigantic: in South Africa alone, water           
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losses from leaking pipes and evaporation account for around 50% of all the             

available resource. As weather and precipitation remains slightly        

unpredictable, farmers are unable to effectively plant their crops according to           

the water needs of each plant. In many cases, farmers plant diverse crops             

hoping for one to receive enough water to successfully grow but such method             

reduces the overall productivity of fields. Furthermore, with a majority of           

African nations who have not completed their demographic transition yet, it is            

necessary to provide food to all populations. 

Agriculture does not only use around 70% of the world’s water           

consumption but also contributes to water pollution. The increasing use of           

pesticides, chemical nutriments and other pollutants has vast effects on the           

quality of water. Pollution by pesticides makes water non-potable for humans           

and animals but also improper for agriculture irrigation and eradicates most of            

the fauna and flora present in water streams and lakes. 

  

Agriculture and the use of fertilizers 

 While the use of fertilizers primarily has a positive impact on field            

productivity, the more fertilizers are used, the less the crops have sufficient            

nutriments. This causes many soil types to be sterile meaning they cannot be             

used to grow plants without the use of additives. 

  

Halieutic resources 

 As fish are a major protein source in Africa, it is a necessary resource              

for the well-being and health of African population across the continent.           

However, marine fisheries are being over-exploited and with populations rates          

rising, it is necessary to find alternate solutions to wild fish. 

 Consequences of overfishing in Africa are numerous. As a direct result,           

many species are under threat of extinction or already extinct. At present,            

around 51 species are considered endangered from Angola to Mauritania. As           

an indirect outcome, this decreasing availability of fish and aquatic life will            

lead to food shortages and may negatively impact the health of African            
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populations. Furthermore, overfishing is not only a result of African boats           

fishing in the neighboring seas but also caused by large size European and             

Asian boats and illegal fishing activities. 

  

A difficult access to energy 

 Different factors may explain the current situation of difficult access to           

energy in Africa. These include high rate of rural populations, low abilities and             

affordability (willingness to pay). In addition, many African populations use          

biomass in forms of agricultural residues (animal excretions for example) and           

forests for daily household uses. Unfortunately, such combustion procedures         

practiced in a non-renewable manner generally result in increasing pollution.          

As of January 2016, the Sub-Saharan region’s general electric production          

capacity accounted as much as Sweden’s. 

  

Solar electricity potential 

Although access and use remains small, the African region has a huge            

potential in terms of solar electricity production (Figure 1 ). On average, using            

the same solar panel, electricity production in certain areas of Africa will be             

twice as important as in Europe. Furthermore, use of photovoltaic technology           

comes at a very interesting cost compared to other sources available such as             

local grid or fuel. 
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Figure 1: Photovoltaic Solar Electricity Potential in the Mediterranean Basin, Africa 

and Southwest Asia, PVGIS, 2011  (global irradiation from blue “low” to brown “high”) 

 

Wind energy 

 Three African nations have already started using wind as a form of            

electricity source, namely: Morocco, Egypt and Tunisia. Installation of wind          

turbines is currently uncommon but this resource could be a potential source            

of affordable and renewable energy. To its detriment, the use and           

implementation of wind turbines requires materials and technologies currently         

unavailable/unaffordable in most African countries.  

 

Petroleum resources 

 With the increasing scarcity of this resource all over the globe and the             

fact that Africa is home to five of the thirty major producers of oil in the world,                 

access to petroleum a key issue of the 21st century. In order to gain access to                

this precious liquid, African nations heavily rely on the presence of foreign            

companies bringing with them their expertise in the research and exploitation.           
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This dependence is considered a problem as governments have to follow           

private corporations’ directives as consequences of the temporary or         

complete suspension of oil extraction would be tremendous.  

 

Hydraulic source of electricity 

 The African region at present hosts 1,200 dams, with only 6% of these             

being used for electricity production purposes. Although this electricity source          

is a renewable energy, the construction of dams has a negative impact on the              

surroundings including: internal displacements of populations, increasing       

erosion and flooding and loss of land. An alternative to this technique is the              

use of micro-hydropower plants which cause less disruption to the local           

equilibrium. 

 The overall use of energies in Africa is currently very low and thus hard              

to further reduce. It therefore seems necessary for African nations to achieve            

an energy transition towards environment-friendly and renewable energies.        

This transition would lead to an increasing ratio of energies produced from            

nuclear, and solar power plants as well as wind turbines. 

 

Timeline of Events 

September 10th, 1964 Creation of the African Development Bank (AfDB) 

2006 - 2007 GREET (see below) program duration 

 

Key Parties Involved 

Central African 

Mining and 

Exploitation Company 

This company is the major exploiter of mineral        

resources in Africa. It is thought to have committed         

diverse offenses to human rights as workers’       

conditions were absolutely indecent. This company      

was bought by another consortium in 2009 and        

does not market products in its own name. 
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UNESCO UNESCO is the originator of the GREET program        

(see below). This program had a great impact in         

promoting the use of renewable energies sources in        

the region. 

Food and Agriculture   

Organization (FAO) 

A UN agency that works on international efforts to         

defeat hunger by helping developing countries      

modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and      

fisheries practices. 

Research Program  

on Climate Change,   

Agriculture and Food   

Security (CCAFS) 

This program has been active in nations such as         

Senegal to provide climate information to farmers.       

As of August 2015, seasonal forecasts were       

provided to over 7.4 million rural households across        

Senegal. 

African Development  

Bank (AfDB) 

The AfDB supports since its creation in September        

10th, 1964 a diversity of programs pertaining to        

African development. This group also financially      

supports localized projects targeted at fisheries      

protection and technical research programs. 

 

United Nations and African Union Involvement 
 There has been little to no previous involvement of the United Nations            

in the African region targeted at this issue. However, this issue is a part of the                

eighth point of the objectives set by the 17th session of the Commission on              

Sustainable Development of the Economic and Social Council        

(E/CN.17/2009/19). This report has not set any clear path towards achieving           

these measures. More generally, no specific resolution has been voted on,           

however many punctual, specifically targeted programs have taken measures         

to locally cope with the problem.  

On the other hand, UNESCO’s Global Renewable Energy Education         

AFRICAN UNION CHAIR REPORT — 20 
 



HONG KONG MODEL UNITED NATIONS 2017 
 

and Training (GREET) Program includes promoting the use of renewable          

energies to children in order to facilitate the transition. This program, was            

launched in 2006 and terminated in 2007. 

 

Possible Solutions 
The clear issue in Africa is the taking of control of all the available              

resources is the command of specific technologies that would allow for all            

resources to be exploited in a sustainable manner. Delegates should consider           

the creation of programs that promote the exchange of technological          

knowledge by other nations or companies who already master such skills.           

Such exchanges should be supervised by an autonomous body such as the            

AU or another unaffiliated Non-Governmental Organization (NGO).  

In order to slow the process of water and soils pollution by pesticides,              

new techniques involving the pulverization of ribonucleic acid (RNA) over          

crops have been developed. Through this way, the RNA penetrates the cells            

of parasites and disturbs the production of vital proteins through the DNA of             

the plant therefore causing it to die rapidly. This technique is especially            

pertinent as its consequences on the environment, although not fully known,           

are much less significant than the ones of pesticides.  

NGOs such as the Research Program on CCAFS have been aiming at            

facilitating the work of farmers and increasing soil productivity through          

accurate weather forecasts. If accurate forecasts are not made, seeds sowed           

before the rain are lost as they will penetrate the soil and if crops are               

harvested before the end of the rain they will rot. 

A solution to overfishing and the growing scarcity of fisheries in the            

area is the implementation of aquaculture. As of 2010, this production method            

only represented 2,2% of the overall fish production in Africa although the            

ratio had increased compared to 2000. 
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