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Position Senior Manufacturing Engineer 

Location Sunnyvale, CA 

About Blue River  

Blue River Technology serves the agricultural industry with revolutionary computer-vision based robotics 
designed to unlock greater crop yield potential.  We envision a future where farmers use robotics to 
individually care for each plant in their fields.  Our technology can dramatically reduce the amount of 
chemicals used in agriculture as well as drive significant labor efficiencies, while capturing valuable 
plant-by-plant data.  

Our team of almost 50 people comes from diverse backgrounds in robotics, computer vision, agriculture, 
and business.  We have designed and deployed 6 machines in commercial operation in the field to 
provide a per-acre lettuce-thinning service in Salinas, CA and Yuma, AZ, and are currently working on 
expanding these operations to weeding in a wider range of crops and geographies.  

We receive support and investment from venture capital firms, including Khosla Ventures, Pontifax 
AgTech, and Data Collective.  We also generate revenue by operating our current third-generation 
lettuce-thinning systems, which have set a new industry standard for precision and reliability. 

Position description 

We are looking for a highly skilled and energetic person to play a key role in  manufacturing and leading 
production of our robotic and vision-based systems for agriculture.  You will be joining a world-class 
research and engineering team to provide critical skills in transitioning our system from prototype to 
production.  The role will include work in the following areas: 

● Develops manufacturing processes by studying product requirements, understanding 
manufacturing needs, and coordinating with internal resources and external contract 
manufacturers. 

● Assures product and process quality by working with the engineering team and vendors to 
establish quality standards, design testing methods, and test finished-product and process 
capabilities.  

● Provides manufacturing decision-making information by calculating production, labor, and 
material costs 

● Oversees manufacturing process, including coordinating with contract manufacturers, reviewing 
production schedules, and estimating future requirements.. 

● When necessary, researches and tests manufacturing methods and equipment to understand 
manufacturing capabilities and requirements. 

Qualifications 

● Bachelor’s Degree in Manufacturing Engineering, Mechanical Engineering or related discipline 

● 10+ years of experience managing and improving manufacturing processes and working with 

contract manufacturers in building products 
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● Solid knowledge of best practices and technologies in manufacturing processes  

● Product launch and solid DFM experience 

● Experience creating written assembly and manufacturing process instructions and associated 

documentation 

● Excellent communication skills and ability to coordinate complex operations 

● Experience with design and manufacture of electromechanical systems. 

In addition, the following are a plus: 

● Advanced engineering degree  

● Strong CAD proficiency (preferably in SolidWorks)  

● Linux experience 

● Consumer electronics experience 

● Manufacturing experience with equipment on the scale of agricultural equipment/machinery, 

including  hydraulic and/or pneumatic systems. 

 

Please send your resume to careers@bluerivert.com with “Manufacturing Engineer” in the subject line 
and a brief explanation in the message of why your interests and background match this position.  Blue 
River offers competitive compensation including equity options, healthcare and retirement benefits, and 
commuter benefits such as CalTrain passes, mobile Wi-Fi hotspots, and flexible work hours. 
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