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1. Open the Meeting and Determination of Quorum 

 

Vice Chairman Fuller called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.  

 

Quorum was determined with Vice Chairwoman Amanda Fuller (Wesley Chapel) 

Present: Delegates Rick Becker (Mineral Springs), Joe Pollino (Marvin), Alternates David 

Boyce (Wesley Chapel) and Andy Wortman (Marvin). 

Absent: Weddington Chairman Jeff Perryman and Stallings Delegate Steven Ayers. 

 

Visitors: Mr. Bjorn Hansen Union County Planning and Julie Thomas, Library Board Union 

County and Park and Recreation Board in Wesley Chapel. 

 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

 

Vice Chairwoman Fuller added Julie Thomas to the Agenda to speak in New Business. 

 

Motion: Rick Becker (Mineral Springs) made a motion to adopt the agenda 

as amended. 

Vote: The motion passed with a unanimous vote. 

 

3. Approve April 22, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Joe Pollino (Marvin) made an amendment to the minutes. Quoted figure of “Marvin saved 

almost $500,000” was an incorrect figure. It should have been $200,000. 

 

Motion: Joe Pollino (Marvin) made a motion to approve the April 22, 2021 

Regular Meeting Minutes as amended. 

Vote: The motion passed with a unanimous vote.  
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4.   Public Comments 

 

Julie Thomas – 2050 Union County Citizens Advisory Committee, Park and Recreation 

Wesley Chapel and Union County Library Board.  

 

Julie Thomas: I live in unincorporated Union County between Weddington and Wesley 

Chapel. I serve on the Park and Recreation Board as a non-resident for Wesley Chapel, 

Union County 2050 Citizens Advisory Board and the Library Board in Union County. 

Everyone is looking for creative ideas to obtain some of the COVID funds that are being 

discussed. There is such a thing as a library vending machine. Some libraries around the 

county are starting to look into offering vending machine. Vending machines can be as 

simple as a locker system or as big as holding 125 plus books. There are four libraries in 

Union County. Marshville, Indian Trail, Waxhaw (a small one) and the main library in 

Monroe; building a new library in the next year or two in the Cuthberson area.  During 

COVID a lot of people were looking for contactless ways of getting library resources and so 

they installed lockers at all four locations. You would reserve a book and they would put it in 

a locker and give you a personal code to retrieve your book(s). Possibly each municipality 

could have a library vending machine; pricing starts at $31,500 and goes to $100,000. I am 

just the person with ideas. Saying let’s get creative, let’s think about how we can take the 

funds that might be available right now and actually use them to improve the lives of citizens 

in Union County.  

 

5.   Delegate and Municipality Reports 

 

Marvin: Delegate Joe Pollino – biggest news, finally officially broke ground and grading on 

their town hall. It looks like we may go over budget based on all the costs of how things are. 

They have all the product ready to go and waiting on Union County to get permits. We have 

our meeting tonight right after this, so we have a work session for approving our budget, so 

we are excited about that. Marvin had a town hall meeting a couple of weeks ago at Forest 

Hills Church; very few attending in person. They are going to have elections this year, I was 

told by two representatives of the State that they were potentially looking at moving the 

elections to the following year; that’s not the case and we will have elections. The next 

meeting, Marvin is going to ask for public feedback on solid waste; looking like a 

standardization of solid waste hauling company. Can potentially save each residential home a 

couple hundred dollars a year on that. Marvin is also working on a form-based code for the 

Heritage District to make it easier for developers.  

 

Wesley Chapel: Vice Chairwoman Amanda Fuller – next exciting thing is our park event on 

June 19th.  There will be food trucks, live music and a car show; 3:00 pm to 8:00 p.m. 

Forming our comp plan oversight committee and continue work on our comp plan this 

summer. Had our budget meeting and a public hearing scheduled for June; Wesley Chapel 

decided to go revenue neutral. Other than that our new roundabout that suddenly started work 

at New Town and Waxhaw/Indian Trail; closing the road on June 7th. Working on our 160D 

and hope to have most of those approved next month and our first public hearing on our 

RA40 for a new request on zoning. 
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Mineral Springs: Delegate Becker – Our 160D was completed by Ms. Brooks and 

Benchmark; had our public hearing with no speakers and adopted at the May meeting. 

Mineral Springs is beginning a comp plan revision as well. Looking for some proposals and 

council gave the go ahead on that. The critical intersection presentations by Mr. Hansen and 

we are one of the five municipalities that the non-roundabout option was selected for 

downtown Mineral Springs. The roundabout would be a much more efficient and work better 

but it’s way too big for downtown. The next step is talking about funds, grants, match and so 

forth. Budget will be adopted on June 10th; public hearing scheduled. Mineral Springs is not 

quite revenue neutral, our tax rate is so low at 2.5; revenue neutral would have been 1.95 cent 

based on the calculation; council agreed to 2.1.    

 

  

6.   Old Business 

 

a. Discussion of Sources of Funding for Transportation Projects  

Delegate Joe Pollino: talking to the State Representative for DOT. One of the issues are, spot 

safety funding. Marvin is spending taxpayer dollars to hire police for those spot safety issues 

which puts us out of the running for spot safety funding. Marvin would consider looking at 

bonds to take it on as a community for these spot safety issues but DOT owns the roads. 

However, Marvin is taking over the roads on an eight to ten-year program and maintain with 

Powell Bill money; currently have eight miles with thirty miles total. 

 

Vice Chairwoman Fuller – Wesley Chapel has signed an agreement for a roundabout. If you 

don’t sign it, you’re off the critical intersection list.   

 

Mr. Bjorn Hansen, Union County Planning – The DOT perspective is saying you just can’t 

pay for it and we’ll do it as soon as possible. It is managing of DOT personnel and 

resources. There has been a precedence to advance money/projects if it’s in a situation like 

Marvin where it had a schedule, DOT had the resources and the authorization was pulled out 

because of COVID/hurricane or whatever cash crunch situation they ran into.                   

The COVID relief funds you are talking about, that money seems to have been sprinkled 

through various organizations, municipal, county and state and NCDOT got money for 

COVID relief that was also distributed to the urbanized areas which means CRTPO and that 

was available for use for just about anything. It was very flexible, the recommendations you 

are going here in June with action in July is to use it towards maintenance. That is 

something that is new; we have never put money towards maintenance because that’s not 

our thing. It was distributed on a population basis to the three counties because they may 

have had different priorities; striping, resurfacing of roads, signal work and that varied by 

county. Union County received 1.2 million dollars and that’s going to go to a bundle of loop 

replacement projects, striping and a couple of resurfacing projects, one of which is New 

Town Road in Wesley Chapel towards Marvin.  

The issue of new capital projects that you are also going to see in June relating to the long-

range plan which goes out to 2050. That was the reason for the Union County 

Comprehensive Plan out to 2050 is because of transportation projection perspective we had 

the same horizon. It’s not going to have much good news for Union County. I don’t think 

there are any new projects in it going out to 2050; only the projects already in the plan, no 



Western Union Municipal Alliance 

05/27/2021  

Page 4 of 5 

 

additional projects. The buying power keeps decreasing, the inflation rate they are using 

through 2050 is 4% which is greater than the revenue increase of that horizon. Every year 

we are buying less project.  

 

b. Discussion of the American Rescue Plan Act – Vice Chairwoman Fuller: Wesley 

Chapel finally did get all the paperwork submitted today; have no idea what funds we would 

be receiving and how we would spend them. Very interested to see if any other municipality 

has figured it out. Rick Becker stated Mineral Springs has not submitted or intend to, we do 

not have the staff and these grants are complicated. Just like the transportation grants if we 

are going to do a STBGA grant, thank goodness we have the TCC and NCDOT to help us 

because those things are very difficult. Mineral Springs does not feel there is a need or have 

the staff to get it done. Joe Pollino stated Marvin is not applying for it either; what are you 

signing up for is my biggest concern. Vice Chairwoman Fuller stated the amount you would 

receive is 75% of the municipality operating budget. Possibly some of those funds can be 

used for water and sewer expansion, we could put running water for bathrooms at the park. 

Huge increase and use of the park during COVID. That would allow us continued use of our 

park. 

 

c. Update on legislative bills HB 496 and HB 401/SB 349 - Vice Chairwoman Fuller 

stated she looked them up today for updates. Rick Becker stated that 496 passed the House 

the third revision, each time it got a little more developer friendly and made it clear that 

towns can not use any authority to regulate trees, it passed the full House. Then it went to 

the Senate Rules and Operation Committee; Todd Johnson is on that committee. Mineral 

Springs adopted the Resolution and between dates of council and agenda being published it 

had gotten out of House Committee and passed the full House. Mineral Springs sent all 

copies to the Senate Committee for Rules and Operations. HB401/SB 349 didn’t make it out 

of the House, didn’t make it out of any committees. It didn’t make the cross over, it won’t 

be heard this session but when they are in session, nothing is safe. If 496 were to advance 

through the Senate Committee, they could then tack 401 on to it; 401 is not dead. Mineral 

Springs passed a Resolution to oppose that too. Vice Chairwoman Fuller stated we need to 

focus on the tree ordinance (496) and forward our Resolutions to Senate now too. Joe 

Pollino stated Marvin also passed both Resolutions. 

 

7.   New Business  

a.  No New Business 

 

8. Delegate Comments 

• Vice Chairwoman Fuller: Stallings did send me an email. Delegate Ayers was tied up 

with his regular job, but he wanted to bring to the attention of WUMA that they 

passed a Resolution to support a Referendum on ½ cent sales tax. Half cent sales tax 

for Union County for upcoming transportation needs including things like provisions 

for the Silver Line Light Rail System.  

• Delegate Rick Becker: Rick Becker stated he thought that was a quarter cent. That 

was considered for inclusion in the 2050 plan, if it was in the 2050 plan the 

Commissioners might be more likely to approve it and what we have heard from 

county staff. Planning board didn’t endorse that, and it looks like it won’t even make 
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it into the 2050 plan. Stallings did adopt a Resolution wanting the County 

Commissioners to include it anyway.  It isn’t necessarily just the Silver Line because 

one of the things Mr. Hansen and Mr. Jensen stated it was for things like the critical 

intersection and local transportation improvements. Our boards might be inclined to 

look at that, it is a voter approved sales tax increase; not necessarily a bad thing, it 

bears more study. 

• Delegate Joe Pollino: No closing comments. 

 

The next WUMA meeting will be held in Wesley Chapel on June 24th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

9.  Adjournment 

Motion: Joe Pollino made a motion to adjourn the May 27, 2021 Regular 

WUMA meeting at 5:10 p.m. 

Vote:  The motion passed with a unanimous vote. 

 

 


