
Strawberry Tote Bag 

   
Supplies: 
Tote Bag - 1 @ 20” x 36” * 
Tote Straps - 1 @ 2 1/2” x WOF 
Drawstring - 18” - get thin cording so when 
doubled, it will fit through the cord stopper.  If 
you can’t find thin cording, 1/8” wide grosgrain 
ribbon works too. 
Casing - 2 @ 2” x 12” 
Strawberry - 1 @ 8” x 18” Note:  8” x WOF 
makes 3 strawberries.  Cutting instructions on 
the last page. 
Cord stopper 
 
* The size of the strawberry depends entirely on 
the kind of fabric used to make your bag.  If you 

are using regular cotton fabric, this pattern 
works.  If you are using something thicker, you'll 
need a bigger triangle and longer casings. 
 
All Seam Allowances are 1/4” unless otherwise 
specified. 
 
Abbreviations: 
RS  Right Side 
RST  Right Sides Together 
SA  Seam Allowance 
WS  Wrong Side 
WST  Wrong Sides Together 
WOF  Width of Fabric 

Fold in a 1/2" single fold hem along the 
short edges of each casing piece and sew 
in place. 

 
 

Fold 1/2” again and press.  DO NOT SEW these hems. 

 
Fold casings WST lengthwise and press. 

 
Using pins, mark the center along the folded edge of the casings and 
the slanted edges of the strawberry triangle.  Match up the pins and then 
pin the casings in place. 

 
Sew casings in place. 

 
Fold the casings to the outside and press.  
This will create a pressed hem along the 
slanted edges of the strawberry as well. 
 
Try not to distort the strawberry triangle. 

  



Fold this piece in half WST and press in the fold line. 
 
Fold the tote bag fabric WST so that it now measures 20” x 18” and 
press in a fold line. 

 
Open both pieces and lay the strawberry on top of the tote bag (WS of 
the strawberry to the RS of the tote bag) aligning the fold lines and the 
bottom edges. 
 
Pin the strawberry in place. 

 
Topstitch the strawberry to the tote along the 
edge of the strawberry hem pivoting at the tip.  I 
use an edge joining/stitch in the ditch foot for this 
but any flanged foot works.  In this picture my 
needle is to the far left which gives me a 1/8” 
topstitch.  If you don’t have a flanged foot, use 
your favorite topstitching technique. 

 
 

Fold the tote bag WS together along the fold and do the first pass of a 
French seam along the bottom and the side opposite of the fold. 

 
Fold your cording (or ribbon) in half and pass the folded edge through 
the cord stopper.  Tape or knot the cording ends. 
 
I suggest taping.  Fortunately my knots fit through the casings but they 
didn’t make it easy. 

 
Run each end of the cording through the casing.  Make sure the cord 
stopper is on the folded side of the bag and the cording ends are along 
the bottom of the bag. 

 
Secure the cording ends by sewing them in place. 

 



Turn the bag WSO and finish your French 
Seam.  This time use a 1/2” SA.  Make sure 
your cording tails are enclosed.  If you 
knotted them, it helps to pin them in before 
finishing the seam. 
 
I found it helpful to use my zipper foot to 
sew past the enclosed knots. 

  

For the handles, fold the fabric WST lengthwise and sew.  Turn tube 
RSO and press the seam down the center.  Cut in half to create two 
handles. 

 
Along the top of the tote bag, press down a 1” single fold hem. 

 
Locate the center of each side of the tote bag along the top edge and 
mark with a pin.  Pin your handles in place 3” from each side of this pin.  
The center line is face up and make sure your handles are not twisted.  
Your raw edges of the handles will be placed close to the hem line but 
not under it. 

 
Now fold down another 1” hem along the top edge.  This will encase the 
raw edges of the handles.  Pin securely. 

 
Sew close to the bottom edge of the top hem.  When you get to a handle section, sew over it.  Then 
backstitch completely across the handle section and a little more.  Now flip the handle piece up and 
sew over the same area once more. 

 
 

 
 



Topstitch along the top edge of the bag.  
Again, I used a flanged foot. 

 

 
To prevent the cord stopper from sliding off, tie a knot close to the folded 
edge.  You are now done. 

 
 
Cutting instructions for the strawberry if making 3. 

After trimming off one of the selvedges, measure 18” from that edge and 
mark both the top and bottom of your 8” strip with a pin (they are 
circled).  

 
Fold the trimmed edge WST to the pins.  

 
Cut from the top pin to the bottom fold. 

 
You now have your first strawberry. 

  
For the second strawberry, measure 18” from the bottom right point and mark with a pin.  Cut from 
this pin up to the top point. 

For the third strawberry, measure 18” from the top right point and mark with a pin.  Cut from this pin 
down to the bottom point.  Sorry, I forgot to take pictures of these two steps. 

 

18” 


