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Let's do what is good toward all men, and especially
toward those who are of the household of the faith -   Galatians 6:10

Running the Christian Race
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Hebrews 12:1-2 likens the Christian life to a race - Therefore let us also, seeing we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight and the sin which so
easily entangles us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

3 Helpful Steps to Finishing the Race

Romans 8:28 reminds us that in all things
God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his
purpose.

3. Look at Jesus
There are so many things that distract us
from our goal.  When the apostle Peter
wanted to walk to Jesus on the water, he
was taken aback by the waves and began to
sink.

There will be many discouragements and
also temptations to give up the race.  When
this happens, stay tuned to the Bible and be
like the blessed man in Psalm 1:2 whose
delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his
law he meditates day and night.

Are you running the Christian race? Keep
going!  Have you dropped out?  Get back
on track.  I pray that you may be able to
say along with the apostle Paul in 2 Timothy
4:7 that I have fought the good fight. I have
finished the course. I have kept the faith.

We are also told in 1 Corinthians 9:24  Don't
you know that those who run in a race all
run, but one receives the prize? Run like
that, that you may win.

1. Lay aside every sin
When a Christian tries to run the Christian
race, you can be sure that Satan will do his
best to disqualify you.

It is so important to keep ourselves fit, like
an athlete preparing for a competition.  Go
to God in earnest and confess whatever is
holding you back.  Then equip yourself fully
for the event - Ephesians 6:13 Therefore
take the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.

2. Run with patience
The Christian race is not a 100-metre sprint
- it is a marathon that will only be completed
when the Lord calls us home.

Do not be discouraged or give up.  We can
learn from our mistakes and do better.



Bible Christians: Simon the Zealot

Introduction
There are 2 apostles named Simon in the Bible

We are all familiar with Simon Peter

Very few can tell you anything about Simon the 
Zealot

Tonight we take a look at this apostle of Jesus

Introduction
Matthew 10:2-4  Now the names of the twelve 
apostles are these. The first, Simon, who is called 
Peter… Simon the Canaanite; and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed him.

Mark 3:14-19  He appointed twelve, that they might 
be with him, and that he might send them out to 
preach, and to have authority to heal sicknesses and 
to cast out demons: Simon, to whom he gave the 
name Peter… Simon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed him. 

Luke 6:13-16  When it was day, he called his 
disciples, and from them he chose twelve, whom he 
also named apostles: Simon, whom he also named 
Peter… Simon, who was called the Zealot; Judas the 
son of James; and Judas Iscariot, who also became 
a traitor.

Introduction



Introduction
Acts 1:12-14  Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
the mountain called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a Sabbath day's journey away. 
When they had come in, they went up into the upper 
room, where they were staying; that is Peter… 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 

All these with one accord continued steadfastly in 
prayer and supplication, along with the women, and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Listed but not singled out – in good company

Simon is a common name

9 Simons mentioned in the Bible

Introduction

Introduction
The word zealot derives from the Greek zelotes, 
meaning “emulator or (zealous) follower.” 

The Zealots : a first-century political movement who 
sought to overthrow the occupying Romans. 

According to Jewish historian Josephus, three main 
Jewish groups in the time of Christ: 

the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Essenes. 
He also mentions a fourth group called the Zealots 
(Antiquities 18.1.6).

The Zealots led a rebellion when Rome introduced 
imperial cult worship in A.D. 66. They successfully 
overtook Jerusalem, but in A.D. 70, the Romans 
destroyed the city of Jerusalem and the temple.

Introduction

Introduction to Simon 
Confusing to have 2 Simons among 12 apostles

Some suggested that Simon was zealous, not zealot

When Jesus cleanses the temple in the Gospel of 
John, his disciples recall Psalm 69:10,  implying that 
Jesus was motivated by zeal:  “His disciples 
remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for your house 
will consume me.”

The Apostle Paul talks about his own zeal - Acts 
22:3  "I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, 
but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, 
instructed according to the strict manner of the law of 
our fathers, being zealous for God, even as you all 
are this day.

Introduction



1. Jesus believed in Diversity

Jesus chose Simon the Zealot, a man who likely 
desired to forcibly remove the Romans.

He also chose Matthew, a tax collector working for 
the Romans.

Both Simon and Matthew, though natural enemies, 
were part of the apostles.

Introduction to Lesson
Introduction to Simon

2. Zeal is Commendable

Like many of the lesser-known apostles, most of 
Simon the Zealot’s life and identity remains a 
mystery

No other details in the Bible

What we do know: he passionately believed in the 
Lord to be an apostle. 

Jesus saw in him the potential to spread the gospel 
not by force, but with the power of love.

2 Corinthians 9:2  for I know your readiness, of which 
I boast on your behalf to them of Macedonia, that 
Achaia has been prepared for a year past. Your zeal 
has stirred up very many of them.

Introduction to Lesson
Introduction to Simon
1. Jesus believed in 
Diversity

3. Force will Fail
Zealots wanted to free Palestine from Roman rule by 
force

When Romans enforced imperial worship, the Jews 
overthrew the Romans in AD 66

In AD 70, the Romans retook Jerusalem and leveled 
the city

John 18:36  Jesus answered, "My Kingdom is not of 
this world. If my Kingdom were of this world, then my 
servants would fight, that I wouldn't be delivered to 
the Jews. But now my Kingdom is not from here.“

1 Corinthians 13:8  Love never fails. 

Introduction to Lesson
Introduction to Simon
1. Jesus believed in 
Diversity
2. Zeal is Commendable



4. Transformed by Gospel
Simon the Zealot followed Jesus as an apostle. 

Being close to Jesus he learned that Jesus came not 
to fight and deliver, but to teach and win souls. 

Jesus engaged those opposed to Him with the 
gospel. He did not fight back when they took Him to 
be crucified. 

Jesus’ mission is not political - Matthew 22:21, 
"Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's" 

During his three years with Jesus, Simon the Zealot 
matured into a missionary to Persia.

Introduction to Lesson
Introduction to Simon
1. Jesus believed in 
Diversity
2. Zeal is Commendable
3. Force will Fail

5. Dying for Christ

There are numerous accounts of Simon the Zealot’s 
death.

Moses of Chorene wrote that Simon the Zealot was 
martyred in the Kingdom of Iberia.

Ethiopian Christians believe he was crucified in 
Samaria.

Another account says he was crucified in 61 AD in 
Britain.

Justus Lipsius claimed he was sawn in half.

John 15:13  Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lay down his life for his friends.

Introduction to Lesson
Introduction to Simon
1. Jesus believed in 
Diversity
2. Zeal is Commendable
3. Force will Fail
4. Transformed by 
Gospel

Conclusion
Where you are listed is important

Simon devoted his life to following Jesus

Tradition tells us that he travelled far as a missionary, 
up to Persia

The gospel is a message of peace

Force has no part to play in Christianity

Mark 8:34  Then he called the crowd to him along with 
his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 

Introduction to Lesson
Introduction to Simon
1. Jesus believed in 
Diversity
2. Zeal is Commendable
3. Force will Fail
4. Transformed by 
Gospel
5. Dying for Christ
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