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With bare feet and pockets filled with snakes and turtles, Ryan Robert 

could not have grown up in a more ideal location than the bayous of St. 
Charles Parish.  It was there that he forged ever-lasting friendships, learned to 
appreciate all that nature has to offer, and to see beauty in the overlooked and 
forgotten. 

During his time at L.S.U. as a Studio Arts major, inspirational professors 
Michael Crespo, Jamie Baldridge, and Michael Book pushed him to the brink of 
insanity and challenged the way he perceived everything.  Despite the 
headaches and lack of sleep due to their assignments, Ryan would not change 
a thing.  It was these individuals who showed him what great change a mentor 
could spark in a pupil. 
        Fueled by the constant desire to learn, Ryan feels that traveling is the 
most successful way to accomplish this.  Whether being terrified to explore 
alone, facing immersion in an unfamiliar culture, sleeping in a tent with only a 
daypack of necessities, or realizing that you really should have learned that 
school-mandated foreign language, the opportunities to seek and acquire 
knowledge will abound through travel.  His wanderlust has taken him all across 
America, Europe, and Southeast Asia.  
        Besides his interest in seeing the world, Ryan also harbors passions for 
many other things.  Some he can do better than most: growing a beard, 
crossword puzzles, eating plain chicken breasts for every single meal, and 
collecting vintage cameras from the dustiest of antique stores.  While other 
passions, he cannot: cooking, playing guitar and piano, drawing and painting. 
He continues to pursue these interests though, undeterred. 
        And this leads us to here.  Ryan believes that he has found the perfect fit 
for his skill set.  This gumbo of worldly experiences, understanding the 
importance of a positive role model, and the constant pursuit of betterment 

allows him to learn from his pupils just as 
much as they learn from him. 
 



 


