
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EDUDZI ADODO, TOGO                     
 
CHILDREN OF STARDUST by Edudzi Adodo  
 

 
 
Zero ekes out a living rescuing stranded inter-galactic travellers who crash land on his planet. One of 
his rescues however represents a complete change of fortune for Zero as he finds himself the guardian 
of a very special power which gives him access to a secret guild whose mission is to recover the lost 
mask of the shaman king. Soon a group of misfits is on the road trying to unravel mysteries and 
intrigues that go back millennia and could bring an abundance of riches, or the wrath of the gods on 
their heads.  
With hints of Douglas Adams this wholly original sci-fi drama is a plot based humorous adventure 
that will hold readers enthralled.  
Edudzi Adodo lives in Togo where he works in the family business. He has been an avid reader since 
childhood and sees his writing as drawing on the magical worlds of literature he has long found 
pleasure from. 
 
Teen 11 – 15. 60,000 words. Ms available now  
 
USA Publisher: Norton Books for Young readers Fall 2022  
 
NICOLAS BIDAMON AND THE DARK INHERITANCE by Edudzi Adodo 
 
Nicolas Bidamon is thrown out of his boarding school because he sleepwalks, and because he rejects 
all prospective adoptive parents who come to meet him.  When he starts to dig in to the background of 
the two families who are so interested in him it soon becomes abundantly clear that their criminal 
activities point to him being someone who they each need on side.  And so beings a wonderful fantasy 
adventure full of dark magic, inventive and courageous children, space adventure and eccentric 
humour in which one boy has a big job and a lot of peace keeping to do.   
 
Teen 11 – 15 60,000 words.  MS available Spring 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING MUSARIRI, ZIMBABWE                
 
 
 
ALL THAT IT EVER MEANT by Blessing Musariri  
 
 

 
 
Three children are returning to Zimbabwe with their father after the death of their mother – a return 
that will offer them all the opportunity to come to terms with events of the past - but will they be able 
to take that chance?  
Narrated by a middle sibling this powerful novel deals with love, loss and healing and the way in 
which a journey can offer everyone the chance to be someone else. With humour and care Blessing 
Musariri shows adventures come in many forms. A river safari, with all that that entails as well as the 
personal journeys of the various family members are exciting ways of getting from A to B while also 
revealing some surprising and difficult truths to all in this contemporary ghost story.   
Blessing Musariri lives in Harare, Zimbabwe.  She has published books for children, short stories and 
poetry.  He collaborative YA title was nominated for a Top Teen Read as well as being listed as one 
of the  top twelve YA titles of 2020.  She has written radio plays and a short film which was 
nominated in the category of best short film at the Pan African Film Festival (Los Angeles) in 2005.  
Blessing has maintained her original love for magical realism in storytelling and likes to explore the 
spaces in people’s lives where the known and the unknown reside.  Blessing studied and trained to be 
a lawyer but chose writing to make a living.   
 
Teen 14 -1650,000 words.  Ms available now 
 
USA Publisher: Norton Books for Young readers Spring 2023  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing 
Musariri

ALL  ALL  
THAT  THAT  
IT  IT  
EVER EVER 
MEANTMEANT



RUBY YAYRA GOKA, GHANA                             
 
 
EVEN WHEN YOUR VOICE SHAKES by Ruby Yayra Goka 
 
Amerley is a strong, well-drawn character surrounded by a complex supporting cast. The narrative 
is rich in cultural detail and universal in its themes of resilience and integrity. 
A powerful story that will engage readers.”—Kirkus Reviews 
 
 

 
 
 
When Amerley is offered a job working as a maid in the house of one of her mother’s old school 
friends she knows she has to take the opportunity. Her wages will feed her family, help her sisters stay 
in school and mean that her mother won’t have to worry about them all so much. Her move to Accra 
isn’t easy but as she becomes used to the new life away from her small fishing village Amerley starts 
to settle in - until the day she is raped by the son of her employer. In this powerful book Ruby Goka 
looks at issues of class, economic power and gender politics in Ghana. Through the life of an ordinary 
girl from a small country village Ruby Goka shows the way in which institutionalised power works 
against some people and suggest that change comes about through resistance and action.  
 
Ruby Goka is the author of several very successful books in Ghana.  She works as a dentist as well as 
being an author.   
 
Teen 14 – 16  50,000 words.  Ms available now.      
USA publisher Norton Books for Young reader.  Italian Publisher Giunti.   Brasilian publisher FTD.  
 
 
THE CHOSEN ONE by Ruby Yayra Goka 
 
Whem Emenyo is eleven her thirteen year old sister Esinam is taken to live with a priest in his 
compound after a crime is committed by an uncle.  She is Trokosi – a token of atonement.   Emenyo is 
ambitious for her life.  She wants to become a successful market trader, she wants to have fun with 
her friends, and she wants to be free.  But the family remains dogged by bad luck and the priest 
suggests that providing another trokosi will help the family be rid of the bad luck that is following 
them and Emenyo is sent this time.  As a young bride of the priest Emenyo wont however accept all 
that is proscribed for her, she has plans of her own and is determined not to be lost to a practise that 
she has no faith in.  This historical novel is full of energy, a belief in female empowerment and 
concern for the way in which custom does sometimes have to be questioned to allow positive change 
for all.   
Teen 14 – 16m 50,000 words.  MS available now. 
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ELIZABETH-IRENE BAITIE. GHANA.       
 
CROSSING THE STREAM by Elizabeth-Irene Baitie 
 
Starred  reviews - Booklist ‘..a middle-grade must-read.’ Kirkus ‘A powerful coming-of-age story of 
self-discovery and overcoming fear’  
 
 

 
 
 
Twelve-year-old Ato has longed to visit the island of Nnoma, a highly protected bird sanctuary that 
his late father helped build and if he and his friends Dzifa and Leslie put together a successful 
environmental project, they could earn one of the rare opportunities to see Nnoma so they embark on 
growing vegetables using organic pesticides. Ato has other things on his mind too: His mother 
recently announced that he would be spending weekends with Nana, his paternal grandmother. This 
was unexpected since the two do not get on!. Ato is also aware of financial problems at home. The 
one thing that seems to lift his mother’s spirits are conversations with the Prophet, a spiritual figure 
with growing influence in their community. However, his grandmother’s stories gradually answer 
questions Ato has about his father and make him determined to uncover secrets in his community and 
help Ato and his friends, especially fearless Dzifa, discover the courage to push for truth.  
 
Elizabeth-Irene is a chemist and has published several books in her native Ghana. She lives in Accra 
with her husband and children.  

 
Middle Grade 8 – 12.  35,000 words. Ms available now.  
UK & Commonwealth Publisher Cassava Republic. Ghana Publisher African Bureau Books.  
USA publisher: Norton Books for Young readers May 2021  
 
 
BOOK 2 By Elizabeth-Irene Baitie 
 
Ato and his friend’s project wins the award and the children are set to visit Nnoma.  Once there they 
realise that there are some strange things going on and the children have to set about saving this 
precious protected place from unlawful exploitation. With unlikely friends and foe in the frame this 
exciting story shows the power of young people to make changes that improve the lives of all.   
 
Middle Grade 8 – 12.  35,000 words. Ms available September 2022 
USA publisher Norton Books for Young reader Summer 2023 



PATRICK OCHIENG, KENYA.            

PLAYING A DANGEROUS GAME by Patrick Ochieng  

Booklist review: ‘ ... there’s great appeal in the distinctive setting and the universal quality of the 
boys’ attitudes, camaraderie, and interactions with their world. Look for more from this new 
voice from Kenya.’  

 

 

Lumush and his three friends, Dado, Mose and Odush live with their parents in Railway Estate. When 
they are not in school, they are running free and exploring thewreck of a deserted house on Desai 
Street, a house the boys believe is haunted because of the strange goings on late into the night. It is 
not ghosts though that they have to fear but the malevolent Mwachuma the owner of the junk yard 
who by day spends all his time in his yard, but by night with accomplices, drives out in his old 
Bedford lorry to steal coffee (black gold) from the Railway yard and store it in the t'ghost' house. As 
the boys are drawn into a criminal underworld the dangers to them and their families increase.     

Patrick lives in Kenya and was longlisted for the 2018 edition The Short Story Is Dead Long Live The 
Short Story and for the Syncity NG 2018 Anthology prize. He has also been published in Kikwetu, 
Munyori, Brittle Paper and other literary publications.   

Middle Grade 9 – 13, 40,000 words, Ms available now.   

USA publisher Norton Books for Young readers.   September 2021  

DISPLACED by Patrick Ochieng 

When a group of children become a group of friends after they find themselves living together in an 
East African refugee camp all sorts of adventures begin to unfold.  When the children realise that the 
reason that the camp is often without water is because a ruthless gang are capitalising on the 
inhabitants need for water and operating a cartel over supply they know that they have to do 
something about it.   Step forward a wonderful rag-tag group of unlikely saviours in this fun 
adventure story in an unlikely setting that goes some way to remind readers that children will always 
be children and even in challenging circumstances humanity will win out.   

Middle grade 9 – 13,  40,000 words.   Ms available September 2022.  

 



ERHU KOME, NIGERIA.          

THE SMOKE THAT THUNDERS by Erhu Kome  

Fyore is definitely an abiku. Why else would she not behave like a proper Nagumi girl?  She is strong 
willed, defiant, inquisitive and wants a different future for herself than the one planned out for her by 
her parents.  Her desire to flee her tribe before she is married off to any man who comes with the best 
price leads her to Moyo and to take up his offer to train her to become an Iga, a spy for her king.  
When the gift of fire is give to Fyore she embarks on a journey to rescue a kidnapped boy and along 
the w3ay finds out that the Iga’s may not be all all she thought they were. Soon her defiant spirit is 
faced with some big challenges that force her to confront issues of justice and age-old authority. 
The smoke that thunders is a young adult fantasy novel rooted in West African culture and 
mythology. It explores family, girls' rights and making difficult choices. 
 

Erhu Kome Yellow lives in Nigeria and is the author of Dawsk (Love Africa Press, 2019). Several 
other short stories that have appeared in Brittlepaper, 1888 Center, Kalahari Review, The Short Story 
is dead and many others.  

Teen/YA. 13+ 65,000 words, Ms due September 2022 

USA Publisher Norton Books for Young readers, Fall 2023.  

 

 


