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 (Audrey Du / For The Times) By Alexandra Jardine U.S.A. — - A man takes his wife to the veterinarian and asks the
receptionist whether the office has a toilet. “The doctor just stares at him,” says Rachel, a family friend. “Well, yeah,” replies
the husband. “We’ve been married two days.” A toilet in a newlywed man’s home was all the wife needed to leave him, as she

wryly puts it. But toilets, including public restrooms, are so ubiquitous in the United States that they are difficult to imagine as a
source of marital strife. And yet, Rachel says, for the first couple of days of marriage, a man without a toilet will feel like a
stranger in his own house. From an economic point of view, there are some obvious advantages to living in the land of the

ubiquitous toilet. “I think he’ll feel like a first-class citizen in the world,” says Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, the author of “A
Midwife’s Tale: Life in the Time of Shakespeare.” But there’s an emotional side to modern plumbing, she says, which is hard to
quantify. “He might feel excluded, unable to share in a basic act of intimacy.” The absence of a toilet can also be a problem if

the couple has children, or plans to have children, she says. “I think men, especially new husbands, often feel a certain emotional
distance in a new home,” Ulrich says. “A toilet really feels a part of the emotional fabric of home and family life. It’s one of

those things you don’t really think about in advance.” An urban toilet sounds quite convenient — until you get there.
Realistically, the toilet should be in the basement, not the master bathroom, says Rosemarie Truglio, author of “The New New
Old: A Case for Restoring the Status of the Adult Homeowner.” The master bathroom is usually big enough for a toilet. But if
it’s going to be used, she says, “It’s probably more practical to put it in the basement. It is so much more convenient to have a

private place to do your business.” 520fdb1ae7
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