
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I know that Easter Time is a busy 
and thoughtful time for constitu-
ents of faith across Chorley and 
here in Parliament we also        
began the Lentan period with a 
mass, a period of time for       
colleagues to come together 
regardless of political affiliation 
for reflection and to begin      
preparing for Easter.  
 
I have included a roundup of a 
few stories from Parliament that 
I thought maybe of interest in 
the coming weeks.  
 
I wish you and your family a 
peaceful Easter. 
 
Best Wishes, 
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from Lindsay Hoyle MP   Easter 2016 

Parliament Debates 
Pilgrim Fathers’ 

400th Anniversary 
The debate started by explaining 
that 2020 will mark the 400th        
anniversary of what we generally call 
the Pilgrim Fathers and what the 
United States call the Mayflower 
Pilgrims, because there were, of course, mothers and daughters, as well as 
fathers, on that boat.  

Deputy Speaker, Lindsay Hoyle MP  reminded the House “I reassure the hon. 
Gentleman that I am well aware of that, because Myles Standish, who was 
the officer in charge of the   Mayflower, came from Chorley”. 

They were a group of religious and political nonconformists who risked their 
lives, and at times lost their liberty, in order to establish the basis and values 
of the society they wanted. It was a society that, through the Mayflower com-
pact—which was the basis of that first settlement on the east coast of Ameri-
ca—created both the foundations for the constitution of the United States 

and the model for parliamentary democracy. 

International Women’s 
Day 2016 at Westminster 
International Women’s Day 2016: this 
year’s  theme was ‘Pledge for Parity’. 
Worldwide, women continue to contribute 
to social, economic, cultural and   political 
achievement. And we have much to cele-
brate. But progress towards gender parity 

has slowed in many places. 

In Parliament receptions were held with key note speakers—both male 
and female talking about how political leaders and government        
ministers can play a role in championing women and enthusing the 
young girls we visit at schools and college to aim high! It was noted 
that religious leaders and community have a huge role to play in    
championing womens’ rights at home and around the world. 

@LindsayHoyle_MP 

Lindsay’s advice surgery is every 

fortnight at Chorley Town Hall. 

Check with the office for dates. 



Trade Union Bill: Charities 

Lobby Parliament 

In the Autumn the government continued 

with its plans to push forward the Trade 

Union Bill; it cleared the Commons and is 

now facing further scrutiny in the House of 

Lords.  

In November delegates from Chorley visited Westminster as part of a mass lobby to speak to their MPs 

and to ensure the government heard their concerns about how the Bill will impact charities . 

Lindsay Hoyle said:  “The TU Bill has not been popular and the House of Lords, on all sides of the House 

are giving it serious scrutiny and making sure that the voice of workers and our charities are being 

heard.” 

Christians in Parliament APPG 
This an All Party Parliamentary Group that exists to support Christians of all         

denominations and parties in their work in the Houses of Parliament 

The group runs a number of programmes to ensure that Members are well 

informed and are able to explore religion and how this impacts on their day 

to day work at Westminster. 

A new Political Theology Reading Group, meets once a month to help      

develop a deeper understanding of the interaction between theology and politics. Meanwhile the Bible study 

group has started on Monday lunchtimes for all Parliamentary staff. The group is currently studying through the 

Gospel of Mark. 

If you want to learn more about the group and how constituents can inform the work it does at Westminster 

visit: http://www.christiansinparliament.org.uk/ 

Funding Cuts for Faith School Bus Travel 
Lancashire County Council is being lobbied by local Councillors 

and Members of Parliament following a decision to review 

funding for travel passes for pupils at faith schools.  Previously 

the passes were subsidised by the local authority, however, in 

light of budget cuts the subsidy has been removed.    

Lindsay Hoyle who has been lobbying to review this decision 

said:  “I know how much pressure is on our local government 

at the moment but I really think that we must find a way to 

ensure that pupils who wish to attend a faith school can do so 

free of charge. I’ll continue to work on their behalf. 


