
Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord.                                                                                      Luke 2:10
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Welcome to Trinity Presbyterian Church
December 27, 2015 - Christmastide Week One

To Our Guests:
Visiting a church can be an intimidating experience. We are glad that you are here, and we hope to remove as 
much of that awkwardness as we can from your visit to Trinity.

Our Sunday service usually lasts about 75 minutes, and the following is designed to help you navigate it. There 
are short paragraphs on the next page to explain each part.

The goal of the service is to help each of us to see Jesus more clearly and understand more fully how he makes 
a difference in our lives. Our hope is that every part of the service is accessible to you, whether you’ve spent 
years in the church or you’ve never been to a church service in your life.  

If you are new to Trinity or just visiting, we would love to know that you were here.  We have folders at the end 
of each row on the center aisle: we call these “friendship folders”. The sheets inside are a way for you to let 
us know whatever information you feel comfortable sharing and to request any information from us that you 
might need. If you have any other questions, Pastors Geoff Ziegler and Michael Langer are both available and 
would enjoy hearing from you.

Our weekly newsletter is full of information about TPC events and ways to get involved in our church life. 
To find out more information about our church or sign up for our  e-newsletter, visit our website, 
www.trinitypreschurch.com. 

Childcare:
Children of all ages are welcome in the service. Nursery is also provided for children under age three. At our 
Hinsdale site, midway through the service, children 3 years old through 1st grade are invited to attend 
“Children’s Church,” a time where children explore the gospel in a way especially designed for their age. 
More information on these ministries to children is available at the Welcome Table.  

Community Life:
After the Service
Each week, we linger to get to know each other better.  Please join us for refreshments after the service.  

During the Week
In addition to weekly worship, we gather together in smaller groups (community groups, men’s and women’s 
Bible studies, book studies) that meet throughout the week. We want all of our members and regular 
attenders to be intentional about building trusting and meaningful spiritual relationships.



3

Welcome

Moment of Silent Reflection & Prayer
(Please turn off cell phones)

Silent Reflection & Prayer
An invitation to gather 
ourselves before worship 
and acknowledge that Jesus 
stands among us ready to 
receive our praise, adoration 
and confession. 

Opening Prayer
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Call to Worship (from John 1 and Philippians 2)
In the beginning was the Word.
The Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
The glory of the Lord has been revealed.
Let us rejoice and be glad.

Though he was in the form of God,
he did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men.
The glory of the Lord has been revealed.
Let us rejoice and be glad.

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.  And also with you!
Come, let us worship our God!

Call to Worship:
God himself gathers and 
calls worshipers worldwide 
to not go to church, but 
to be the Church. The Call 
to Worship protests the 
dividing lines of social or 
economic status, success, 
power, piety, or lack thereof 
and proclaims to the world 
to worship the one true 
God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.

O Little Town Of Bethlehem
Words: Phillips Brooks, 1867; Music: Lewis Redner, 1868 

V.1 O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight

V.2 For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above
While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love
O morning stars together proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King and peace to men on earth

V.3 How silently how silently the wondrous gift is given
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven
No ear may hear His coming but in this world of sin
Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in

V.4 O holy Child of Bethlehem descend to us we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in be born in us today
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell
O come to us abide with us our Lord Emmanuel
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Worship Through Giving
Please take a moment to sign our “Friendship Folder” 
and pass it to those worshiping near you. Thank you.

Palos: An offering box is located in the back of the sanctuary near the doors 
and will be brought forward during this portion of the service

Offering:
The offering proclaims the 
economics of the Kingdom of 
God characterized by grace 
and mercy. It suggests that we 
ought to give away our money 
freely and openhandedly. It is 
not a transaction to purchase or 
consume anything- especially not 
favor with God.

Community Life & PrayerMore information can be found 
in our Life at Trinity e-newsletter.
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Children 3 yrs. old - 1st grade will be dismissed for our Children’s Church program before the 
Scripture Reading. If this will be your child’s first week in Children’s Church, please accompany your 
child to the room so you can see where we have Children’s Church and meet this week’s teachers.
All parents please pick up your children after the service. Thank you.

Hinsdale Site:

Scripture Reading – Isaiah 61:1-7
1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
    and the day of vengeance of our God;
    to comfort all who mourn;
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
    the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
    the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins;
    they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
    the devastations of many generations.
5 Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks;
    foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;
6 but you shall be called the priests of the Lord;
    they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God;
you shall eat the wealth of the nations,
    and in their glory you shall boast.
7 Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion;
    instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;
    they shall have everlasting joy.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



7

Sermon - “What Did You Get For Christmas?” Pastor Michael Langer

Confession of Sin:
Our loving Father welcomes us 
into his presence to confess how 
we have sinned against him and 
our neighbors. It allows us to 
speak about our sin truthfully, 
both publicly and privately. 

Community Confession of Sin
You have invited us to bring good news to the poor, 
but we have been too busy. 
You have sent us to bind up the brokenhearted, 
but we would rather have them come to us.  
You have invited us proclaim liberty to those who are oppressed, 
but we have sheltered ourselves so that we do know any, 
because people like that make us uncomfortable. 

You have asked us to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
but we are not all that excited about it ourselves.   
You have asked us to declare the day of vengeance of our God,
but we do not believe that day is coming. 
You have called us to comfort all who mourn, 
but that task is overwhelming and we are tired.  
You have called us to restore the city,
but the task is large and we do not know where to start. 
You have called us to be priests and ministers,
but we figured we could pay people to do that. 
You have promised us everlasting joy,
but we have grown quite comfortable with our lives as they are.

And, we have other sins we would rather not share out loud. (silent confession)
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Good News of the Gospel:
The Gospel is a powerful 
protest to the world that 
we cannot save ourselves, 
but that God did a marvel-
ous work of redemption on 
our behalf in Christ.

Good News of the Gospel - Luke 4:17-21
And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to Jesus. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written, 

       “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
      because he has anointed me 
      to proclaim good news to the poor. 
      He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
      and recovering of sight to the blind, 
      to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
      to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Christian, today Christ proclaims good news to you: in him your sins are forgiven 
and you are freed. This is the year of God’s favor!”

Thanks be to God.

Lord’s Supper
Receiving Communion – Communion (also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) 
is the family meal of baptized Christians.  We invite all to partake of this sacrament who 
trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, and seek strength to live more faithfully for him.
Following the invitation
Come forward to receive the elements (bread, then juice or wine) along the center aisle.
When you receive the elements, do not partake of them at that time, rather, return with 
the bread and cup to your seats – by way of the side aisles.  Feel free to sing or pray during 
this time while you wait for instruction for us to partake of the elements together.
 *Note: The bread is gluten and dairy free.
 The juice is white grape and the wine is red.
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Benevolence Offering
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Hinsdale Service
Liturgist – Geoff Ziegler 
Scripture Reader – Tom Vander Veen          

Hinsdale Musicians: 
Jared Smith - acoustic guitar
Brent Stutzman – mandolin
Erik Swanson – upright bass
Susan Stutzman – violin
Sue Greenfield – vocals
Erick Walters – sound

Palos Service
Liturgist – Craig Mattson
Scripture Reader – Karen Allen

Palos Musicians: 
Dustin Huckstep – acoustic guitar/vocal
George Pierson – banjo

Benediction



To experience and extend the transforming presence of Jesus Christ

Pastors Staff
Geoff Ziegler, Lead Pastor, Hinsdale Wayne Dingler, Director of Administration 
gziegler@trinitypreschurch.com
 Barb Mills, Director of Women’s Ministry
Michael Langer, Lead Pastor, Palos 
mlanger@trinitypreschurch.com Nicole Potoshnick, Director of Early Childhood (Hinsdale)
  
Brent Stutzman, Associate Pastor Jim Retzer, Director of Graphic Design
brent@trinitypreschurch.com 
 Becky Vander Veen, Treasurer
 treasurer@trinityhinsdale.com

Elders (The Session)
Scott Baartman, John Bone, Wayne Dingler, Skip Heidler, Nathan O’Bryon, Tom Vander Veen (on sabbatical)

Deacons (The Diaconate)
Eric Anderson, Tim Hoving, Dave Luce, Stu Mills, Matt Potoshnick, Jeff Snape
You can contact the deacons directly at deacons@trinitypreschurch.com.

Community Groups 
Community groups are one of the chief ways we team up to care for each other and seek the good 
of our neighborhoods.  We currently meet in the following nine locations:

Hinsdale East • Hinsdale West • Lisle/Woodridge • Midlothian/Blue Island • Oak Lawn/Worth
Palos/Orland Park • Western Springs North • Western Springs South • Wheaton/Glen Ellyn

For more information about our ongoing ministries and community life, subscribe to our 
newsletter at hinsdale.trinitypreschurch.com/newsletter. Or you can email us with any questions at 
office@trinitypreschurch.com.

Church Office  •  111 W Chicago Avenue  •  Suite 201  •  Hinsdale, IL 60521
(630) 286 9303   •   TrinityPresChurch.com


