
February 7, 2022

�e Hon. Robert Menendez
Chairman
U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
423 Dirksen Senate O�ce Building
Washington, DC 20510

�e Hon. James E. Risch
Ranking Member
U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
423 Dirksen Senate O�ce Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Menendez & Ranking Member Risch:

Tomorrow, you will preside over a hearing on the nomination of Dr. Deborah Lipstadt to serve as Special Envoy to 
Monitor and Combat Antisemitism, with the rank of Ambassador. As organizations representing the grandchildren of 
Holocaust survivors across the United States, we are writing to thank you for scheduling this hearing and to urge that 
the Committee take swi� action to ensure that the position of Special Envoy does not remain vacant any longer than 
necessary. At a time when dangerous and violent antisemitism is rising at an alarming rate both in our country and 
around the world, it is essential that a Special Envoy be con�rmed in o�ce to ensure that the United States is leading the 
�ght against global antisemitism and Holocaust denial.

With a shared historic mission to bear witness on behalf of our grandparents and our families, our organizations engage 
nearly 10,000 active community members who together represent as many as 1 million American descendants of 
Holocaust survivors. Our families endured the brutality of Nazism; many still bear the invisible scars of intergenerational 
trauma resulting from those darkest days of human history. Our organizations have pledged to carry on the work of 
our grandparents, who emerged from the death camps, ghettos, and hiding places or who �ed their homes as refugees 
and mustered the courage to tell their stories and convey the lessons of the Holocaust. Today, our volunteers speak in 
classrooms, organize remembrance programs, and advocate for human rights and tolerance in our communities across 
America, sharing personal family testimony about how easily hatred and bigotry can transform into violence and 
genocide.

From the horri�c attacks targeting synagogues in Pennsylvania, California, Kansas, Texas, and other states in recent 
years to the use of antisemitic hate-speech in our national discourse, from the desecration of Jewish communal spaces 
with swastikas to the proliferation online of images and content that denies or minimizes the Holocaust, it is no surprise 
that Jewish people and communities in our country and around the world are enduring levels of fear unseen since 
the 1940’s. A 2020 survey found that nearly two in three young Americans could not identify basic facts about the 
Holocaust; abroad, some nations in Europe are actively seeking to rewrite history and even criminalizing the research 
and publication of scholarship about the Holocaust. Central to the Special Envoy’s role is exposing dangerous Holocaust 
denial abroad and marshalling world leaders to prevent its spread.

�e work of con�rming a Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism ought to be nonpartisan and unhindered. 
�is position is too important to be subjected to politics or political maneuvering. �is is especially true when vile 
antisemitism and shocking Holocaust denial and ignorance are challenging American society, American democracy, and 
America’s mission around the world. �at is why we are so deeply concerned by this vacancy and why we are tracking 
this con�rmation process very closely. Dr. Lipstadt is eminently quali�ed and internationally respected, and we ask that 
you do everything in your power to rally the Senate to action so that she can be con�rmed without further delay.
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We, the third-generation survivors, owe it to our grandparents to make certain that the lessons of the Holocaust are not 
forgotten by Americans today or by generations to follow. As leaders of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, you 
owe it to the generation of brave Americans who sacri�ced so much liberating our families from the horrors of Nazism 
to ensure that their sacri�ces were not in vain, that the evil ideology they defeated does not rise again to threaten the 
peace and justice of our nation and of our world. We hope that tomorrow’s hearing will be the �rst step in bringing Dr. 
Lipstadt’s con�rmation process to a swi� and positive conclusion.

Sincerely,

Elana Rosen�eld
President, 3GDC

Adena Astrowsky
Founder, 3GAZ

Lisa Einstein
President, Boston3G

Jordanna Gessler 
VP of Education and Exhibits, Holocaust Museum LA
Co-Chair, 3GLA

Stephanie Rosen & Julie Paresky
Co-Founders, 3GMiami

Michelle Edgar
Co-Chair, 3GNJ

David Wachs
President, 3GNY

Stacy Bratt Seltzer
Founder, 3GPhilly

Penny Savryn
Education & Marketing Manager, JFCS Holocaust Center
3GSF, A Program of the JFCS Holocaust Center
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