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MARCH 2021 NEWSLETTER 
 
Church Council Meeting Highlights: The Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, March 1st, 
2021 at 7:00 PM (first Monday of the month).  Financial Report (does not reflect February 28 offering): General Fund 
$32,286.53; Building Fund $10,638.92; Memorial Fund $18,679.16.  Planning to resume Coffee Fellowship on 
Sunday, April 11th if local case numbers stay down.  Updated Organist Job Description approved.  Possible 
Day Care for children - still gathering information and asking for volunteers to lay groundwork.  With the gift 
of a freezer, a Meal Train Ministry was proposed and discussed; need to check with health department 
guidelines before starting.  Approved the purchase of a new sanctuary projector.  Process for a 10-Year 

Strategic Plan discussed.  Complete minutes of the meeting are available in the church office. 

 
Rush City Food Shelf: Because of you, during this pandemic we had an outpouring of generosity to the 
Rush City Food Shelf 2020.  Altogether we sent $2,048 and hundreds of pounds of donated food.   
Director Pam Hagan wrote to us recently in a personal note: “Many thanks to this caring, concerned 
congregation for all the support this 2020 COVID “crazy” year.  SO APPRECIATED!  Really helped us 
serve a lot of food to a lot of needy folks.”  So far this year we have collected $363 from our January and 
February Special Collections which was sent this month as part of the Minnesota FoodShare’s March 
Campaign.  Direct donations to the Rush City Food Shelf enables them to purchase from regional food 
banks as much as $9 worth of food with each $1 donation. 

 
Feed My Starving Children: On Saturday, February 27th, 2021, 11 youth and 4 adults went to 
Feed My Starving Children in Chanhassen to pack food from 6 - 8 PM.  A great time was had 
by all who attended. 

 
Honoring our Organists: Longtime organists Dianne Kirchberg and Carolyn Holmstrom 
announced their resignation earlier this year as our regular organists.  We honored and gave thanks 
to God for their many years of faithful service during worship on Sunday, March 7th, 2021.  Though 
stepping back, both of them will continue to occasionally play for us. 

 
Thank You Note: Amidst the sorrow of our loss we are heartened by your thoughtfulness.  The family 
of Cynthia Marie Novy acknowledges with grateful appreciation your kind expression of sympathy.  
Thank you for thinking of our family during this difficult time.  We truly appreciate your condolences 
and kindness.  With sincere gratitude, Cara Novy and family. 

 
Baptism & Membership: God's grace is a gift that is freely given to us.  We don't earn a thing when 
it comes to God's love, and we only try to live in response to that gift.  Please speak to Pastor Nathan 
if you interested in baptism or becoming a member of the congregation. 

 
In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others 
connected to our church family. Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


Lutheran Foundations: Respect for Life 
by Pastor Nathan 

 

Our series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism.  Since the beginning of the church, many 
Christians have developed a “catechism” (a word that means “to resound in the ear”) as a basic summary of the 
Christian faith.  Our catechism, developed by Martin Luther, is famous for its brevity (it fits easily in your 
pocket!)  Luther intended for his catechism to be learned by heart, a life-long habit of grounding our lives in 
God’s commands and promises. 
 

Last month we began with the first three of the Ten Commandments.  These first three commandments deal with our 
relationship with God.  The remaining seven commandments deal with our relationship with our neighbor.  Our purpose on 
earth is not to wait around for eternal life.  Our purpose on earth is to love and serve our neighbor.  As the classic Lutheran 
hymn by Martin Schalling goes: 
 

Yea, Lord, thine own rich bounty gave 
my body, soul, and all I have 

in this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in ev'ry place 

may glorify they lavish grace 
and serve and help my neighbor. 

 

“Honor your father and your mother” is the first of these commandments that deal with our relationship to our neighbors. 
The catechism says we are to honor not only our parents, but all those in authority whose purpose is to protect our lives.  In 
the midst of this pandemic, we have gained new appreciation for disease experts, public health first responders, hospital and 
medical staff, and thousands scientists around the world who have developed a vaccine in record time. 
 
Like our parents, though, we might bicker about what others in authority say to us and get angry with them when they get it 
wrong.  But still, we are commanded to honor and respect them, if for no other reason than to reflect back and remind them 
of their purpose to protect our life. 
 

On the surface the fifth commandment, “You shall not murder”, might not appear to apply to most of us.  I often joke with 
the Confirmands, “Have any of you murdered anyone lately?”  But then I speak Luther’s meaning to them: we are to “neither 
endanger nor harm the lives of our neighbors.”  Do you ever break the speed limit?  Do you fail to stay home when sick?  Or, in 
this pandemic, do you forget to maintain distance and neglect to wear your mask at indoor public places?  Any of these 
actions can endanger or harm the life of your neighbor. 
 

Positively, however, following the fifth commandment is an opportunity to “help and support your neighbor in all of life’s 
needs.”  You keep the fifth commandment whenever you wear your mask, keep your distance, drive safely, and stay home 
when you’re sick.  Even better, you keep the fifth commandment when your shovel your neighbor’s sidewalk and driveway, 
bring them food when they’re sick, give them a call on a rainy day, or advocate for their medical care.  We even serve 
neighbors across the world, as our youth did when they volunteered recently at Feed My Starving Children. 
 

“You shall not commit adultery.”  Here we come face-to-face with the most powerful yet also most fragile of intimate human 
relationships.  A betrayal of trust, not just in marriage but also in friendship, causes great heartache and has profound 
consequences.  When we commit to share an intimate and precious part of ourselves with another, we expect them not to 
violate that trust. 
 

A key antidote to this betrayal is to accept the changes and ups and downs of life together that are bound to come.  We all 
change over time.  To expect our loved ones to never change and always fit our mold is to turn them into an object of selfish 
desire rather than a person of equal dignity and independent worth.  The gift of enduring and accepting these changes is, 
ironically and wonderfully, stability.  Over time, committed relationships reflect the stable and enduring presence of God. 
 

Questions for reflection: 
 1. Who’s a parent or authority figure that you honor?  When has it been hard to honor them? 
 

 2. When have you delighted in serving and protecting the life of your neighbor? 
 

 3. How are the gifts of marriage like a close friendship?  How are they different? 


