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Letter from the President
Last year was our 60th anniversary of owning and managing Weston. If you were able to attend our fall 2019 Tea and view 
our time line of activities since 1959, thank you for sharing in our celebration. We always love seeing you, connecting with 
you, and receiving your help and good wishes.  
This year, our 61st year, has been very different from 2019. Sadly, there were no tours for visitors and hundreds of school 
age children, and no hosting of a planned and then necessarily canceled May fundraiser at The Oaks (home of Betty and 
Richard Gookin) featuring painter Becky Parish.  Despite this, the Warrenton Antiquarian Society (WAS) has worked hard 
to address a number of important milestones during 2020.  
Thanks to the support of our Friends of Weston, WAS has been able to: 
Design a new septic system to replace one that is no longer functioning.  (We hope the new system will be constructed in 
the fall depending upon the contractor’s schedule.) 
Install a new handicapped bathroom (finally!) by redesigning the house’s existing laundry room. As a result, Weston 
can now hold accessible tours and events and has increased its facilities by 100%. (We currently have two bathrooms to 
accommodate our visitors.)  
Invest in a major tree care initiative that has allowed us to remove several dead and dying specimens including a 
magnificent 250-year-old spreading ash located south of the barns and an even older white oak precipitously leaning 
towards the slave/workers' cabin.  We have also begun establishing a plan for supporting younger trees and planting new 
ones at Weston to help ensure the safety of our visitors and preserve the look and feel of our shade and garden areas. 
Additionally, and in order to allow us to reach out to the community during these challenging times, we will be 
experimenting with a number of new mission-related projects starting this fall, including the convening of art and 
recreational classes in a socially distanced format on the beautiful Weston lawns. Announcements of these classes can be 
found on page 8.
Unfortunately, not every initiative this year has instilled a happy sense of progress. Our saddest endeavor during 2020 has 
been accepting the loss of the Casanova Hunt and all that means to Weston and the community at large.  No more hounds, 
no more gathering of hunt members, no more ties with a 100-year-old tradition, and the loss of a long and close partnership 
between Weston and the Hunt that has contributed to Weston’s sense of place. Regarding this matter, WAS is pleased to 
dedicate this newsletter to the Hunt and the community of people who have made the Hunt possible and important. I know 
you will appreciate Tommy Lee Jones’s (Huntsman of Casanova Hunt for the past 50 years) superb commentary on his 
experiences, with a forward by Joyce Fendley, former Master of the Hunt. We wish we could publicly thank Tommy and 
Joyce for their help and inspiration over the years. Regretfully, our 2020 September Tea has had to be cancelled and plans 
to celebrate them, the Hunt and those that have contributed to it must be postponed to a safer time. 
Celebrating history and a sense of community continues to fuel our stewardship of Weston. Constance and Charlotte 
Nourse, Weston’s former owners, laid this foundation during World War I and II and other difficult times. As a result, WAS 
feels stronger than ever that being responsive and adaptive is essential to our mission and our work ahead.  
Thank you for supporting our work and ensuring that places like Weston matter. 
Best wishes to you and your family.
Mary Ashton
Presidentwww.HistoricWestonVa.org
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JOIN US! We would love to have you, your friends and family join us at Weston for classes starting this 
fall. All classes will be conducted using social distancing (more than 6 feet apart) and safe practices in terms 
of equipment and supplies. All donations and fees will go to support Weston's mission.

YOGA AT WESTON
Classes will start in September and are open to anyone interested in stretching, strengthening and invigorating body and mind. Fee: 
voluntary donations.
Instruction is by Mary Ashton, a certified teacher specializing in therapeutic and traditional Hatha Yoga oriented towards improving 
one's sense of well being and overall health and wellness. Please bring a mat and/or blanket; straps and blocks if you have them.
• Morning Easy Wake up Yoga: Fridays at 10 AM
• Afternoon Relax & Strengthen Yoga: Thursdays at 4 PM

For information and registration call Mary: (540) 229-0114 or Just Show Up.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Warrenton Antiquarian Society is 
to preserve, interpret and share educational resources 
related to local artistic, agricultural and family histories.

FUN WITH FLOWERS
A Flower-Arranging Workshop with Professional Designer Laurie Starke

Create beautiful flower arrangements while learning about design styles and mechanics.
Owner of Lauren Starke Floral Design and a former flower show judge, Laurie has been designing 
flowers for weddings, fund-raisers and special events for over 30 years. All materials provided 
(except clippers).
Offered on a first-come basis, this class is open to 12 people. Please register by Sept. 21: (540) 229-0114
Date: Wednesday, September 30 (Rain Date Wed., Oct. 7)
Time: 10 AM to 3 PM
Location: The Lawn at Weston
Fee: $100.
(Along with your clippers, please bring a snack or bag lunch. Water will be available.)
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Moving Forward – Fall 1999 – 2020

Joan’s Garden – Fall 2019. Welcoming visitors at Weston’s entrance, 
this garden was planted in honor of a long-time WAS member Joan 
Semple.  Joan was passionate about the natural beauty of Weston 
and the opportunity for WAS to provide hands-on educational tours 
and experiences for Fauquier students to learn about local history, 
cultural and agricultural.  The garden, including native Shadblow and 
Ruby Spice Clethra, was planted during the spring of 2019 and 
nurtured over the hot and dry 2019 summer.  

WAS Time Line of Last 60 years – Fall 2019.  In celebration 
of the enormous amount of preservation and outreach 
work since 1959, WAS arranged and posted a series of 
photos with captions documenting examples of this work 
and the people who enabled Weston to remain special 
and  relevant. This timeline was erected on the east side 
of the house for WAS’s September 2019 Tea and the 
Casanova Hunt’s Opening Meet in October

Convening Lectures and Discussions on Vint Hill During 
WWII and The Electoral College – February/March 
2020.  Two events, one featuring speaker Army 
Historian Michael Bigelow  in February and a second 
one at WAS’s Open Meeting in March featuring local 
historian and acclaimed teacher Robert Jacobs attracted 
well over 100 participants  and stimulated lots of 
interest and interaction. 

Replacing Weston’s Old Septic System and Adding an Accessible Bathroom – Spring 2020.  After 
discovering our septic system was no longer functioning, WAS began the process of having a new 
system designed.  The new system will accommodate various size events using a pumping system 
and a smaller drain field to be constructed northeast of the house during the fall of 2020. The new 
bathroom (only partially finished in the photo) will allow us to accommodate visitors, including 
small children and those with handicaps, much more comfortably.
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Joan’s Garden 
– Fall 2019. 
Welcoming visitors 
at Weston’s 
entrance, this 
garden was planted 
in honor of a long-
time WAS member 
Joan Semple.  Joan 

was passionate about the natural beauty of Weston and 
the opportunity for WAS to provide hands-on educational 
tours and experiences for Fauquier students to learn 
about local history, cultural and agricultural.  The garden, 
including native Shadblow (Amelanchier canadensis) and 
Virginia Sweetspire (Itea virginica) was planted during 
the fall of 2017 and nurtured over the hot and dry 2019 
summer and fall.  

WAS Time Line of Last 60 years – Fall 2019.  In 
celebration of the preservation and outreach work made 
possible by friends since 1959, WAS arranged and posted 
a series of photos with captions documenting examples of 
this work and the people who enabled Weston to remain 
special and  relevant. This Time Line was erected on the 
east side of the house for WAS’s September 2019 Tea and 
the Casanova Hunt’s Opening Meet in October.

Gift of Benches from Girl Scouts – Fall 2019: Weston 
received four stained wooden benches at the September 
2019 Tea. They were made by Fauquier Girl Scout Troop 
359 who also researched, designed and presented a display 
of children's games from the 19th and early 20th century. 
WAS was thrilled to have received the support by these 
talented and community-minded girls with guidance by 
leaders Shreve and Linda Corcoran.
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headed up the run toward Dr. Colvin’s (Longwood Farm). 
Angling off the stream, he climbed the steep hill just inside 
Dr. Colvin’s fenceline and crossed over the crest, a minute-
and-a-half in front of the screaming pack.
Hounds pursue their quarry with their nose. They follow 
the fox’s scent that floats in the air, much like the scent of 
a lady’s perfume as 
she walks through 
a room. A hound 
can be a very good 
hound and never see 
a fox his entire life.
Our pilot left 
the Longwood 
woods and crossed 
Melrose’s mare 
field to the edge of 
Turkey Run and 
turned down the 
edge of the rabbit 
pen behind Weston. 
Sprinting along 
the fence rows 
bordering Weston, 
the hounds had 
closed the distance 
between them and 
their quarry to just 30 seconds.
As a whipper-in, it was my job to ride ahead and wide 
of the pack to keep them safe from traffic and off game. 
When the fox crossed out of Weston into Mr. Burton’s field 
and turned up the little creek that eventually crosses the 
kennel driveway, I could see him and the pack now in one 
frame, a little over a hundred yards apart. I angled across 
the kennel field and galloped to the road hoping to see the 
fox cross the kennel road and go into Melrose Castle Farm.
As I walked down the drive, the symphony of the chase 
filled the woods and virtually shook the leaves remaining 
on the trees. I pulled up, anticipating the fox to cross 
any second. And then it all abruptly stopped. The woods 
became eerily quiet after nearly an hour of sweet music. 
My first thought was he’d gone to ground.
I turned and galloped back toward the kennel and turned 
toward Melvin’s cabin and saw several hounds in the 
woods beyond. I slowed and walked down the narrow 
lane past the cabin and, for the first time, saw this second 
house. The entire pack was inside.
Some came out and ran around the building, then dashed 
back inside. Suddenly, some hounds began to bay inside 
and the frenetic activity turned up an octave. I was sitting 
outside the house listening to the commotion inside when 
I heard something above me. A hound was looking down 
at me from an empty window frame on the second floor. 
The baying and commotion from inside intensified and, 
without hesitation, the hound launched itself through the 
window, narrowly missing me and landing in a “hrumph” 

right beside my horse. He rolled up and charged back into 
the house unfazed.
Dottie Cullen, another whipper-in, reined up as I was 
dismounting. “Did that hound just jump out of the 
window?” she asked, as she took the reins of my horse. 
“Yes,” I said, “and I am going in so that we don’t have any 
more flyers.”
Inside, hounds were at the brick fireplace, digging and 
baying on the hearth. The chimney had begun to melt 
down within itself and a loose pile of bricks lay scattered 

on the hearth and 
spilled out onto 
the floor. From the 
second floor there 
was complete chaos, 
hounds speaking, 
digging at the wall 
and floor above 
the fireplace. I 
cautiously crept up 
the old stairs that 
were, remarkably, in 
good shape.
Beside the chimney 
there was a closet 
door and the hounds 
were trying to get 
it open. It had a 
wooden button 
holding the door 
firmly shut. I moved 

the hounds back away from the door and slowly cracked 
it enough to peek inside. The fox wasn’t there, but it held 
a long wool army overcoat, brass buttons still shiny. The 
coat itself resembled cheese cloth more than wool. The 
moths had been busy.
The hounds quickly filled the closet, began baying again 
and digging at the wall. I heard Captain Benson outside 
calling my name and I went to the window the hound had 
leapt from and told him the fox was in the chimney on the 
second floor. He laughed, “Home safe,” and began to blow 
his horn to gather the hounds outside and I shooed them 
down the stairs and out the door.
Years later, after learning about the Nourse sisters and 
what they had done for the soldiers stationed at Vint Hill, I 
met the Dunnes, Gerry and Kathleen. We broke and trained 
a few race horses for them and, through the course of our 
conversations, I learned from Gerry that they’d met at one 
of the teas or socials the sisters gave for the soldiers and 
locals to provide the soldier boys a feel of home.
I told him the story of finding the coat in the closet and, 
in jest, asked him if it may have been his coat. In his quiet 
way he told me he’d spent many days at Weston, often 
walking all the way to spend the weekend there and had 
slept in that house several nights after helping around the 
farm.
“But the only thing I ever lost at Weston,” he said, “was 
my heart to Mrs. Dunne.” ■

Douglas Lees Photo
Tommy Lee Jones, huntsman during opening meets of the Casanova Hunt from Casanova Green

A Hunting Memory
(Continued from page 5)
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Moving Forward – Fall 2019-2020
New HVAC Sytem – 
Spring 2020.  Typical for 
the times, the 18th/19th-
century home of the 
Nourse family was heated 
by a wood fireplace and 
kerosene stoves and 
cooled by whatever means 
available. Since 1959, no 
modern HVAC system 
had been been installed to 

heat or cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to 
visitors, keeping summer heat from damaging furnishings, 
and providing a reliably comfortable environment for our 
tenant were not possible.  After assessing the best and most 
affordable means for providing HVAC, WAS installed three 
modern mini-split units for heating and cooling all upstair 
rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of 
fireplace). 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many 
years, our generous Casanova neighbor, the late Ned Evans 
of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost 
of major tree work. This year, due to the death and rapidly 
declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an 
Ash and a White Oak – WAS recognized the need to both 
invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible 
plan for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and 
other mostly native species that grace and shade Weston’s 
open space. The photos below show some of this recent 
work.

The removal of  the prominent 250-year-old Ash tree 
between the barns and the slave/worker cabin. (Before and 
after views).

Before and after removing the large and leaning White 
Oak adjacent to the slave/workers' cabin.. 

Trimming of the White Oak on the north side of the 
house. During the winter, a large branch of the tree fell 
and damaged the roof and soffit which were then repaired 
in March. In July, the WAS’s Executive Committee met 
under this Oak using masks and social distancing for added 
safety. 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Moving Forward – Continued 

New HVAC Sytem – Spring 2020.  Typical for the times, the 18th/19th

century home of the Nourse family was heated by a wood fireplace 
and kerosene stoves and cooled by whatever means available. Since 
1959, no modern HVAC system had been been installed to heat or 
cool the upstairs. As a result, opening these room to visitors, keeping 
summer heat from damaging furnishings, and providing a reliably 
comfortable environment for our tenant were not possible.  After 
assessing the best and most affordable means for providing HVAC, 
WAS installed three modern mini-split units for heating and cooling 
all upstair rooms  The photo shows one of these units on the north 
wall of the bedroom above the parlor (see unit on left of fireplace). 

Tree Removal and Trimming – Spring 2020.  For many years, our generous Casanova neighbor, Ned 
Evans of Spring Hill Farm, helped WAS cover the labor and cost of major tree work. This year, due to 
the death and rapidly declining health of two large and ancient specimens – an Ash and a White Oak 
– WAS recognized the need to both invest in major tree work and to come up with a sensible plan 
for taking care of the oaks, hickories, walnuts, and other mostly native species that grace and shade 
Weston’s open space. The photos below show some of this recent work.

The Removal of  the prominent 250 
year old Ash tree between the barns 
and the slave/worker cabin. (Before 
and after views).

Trimming of the White Oak on the north 
side of the house. During the winter, a 
large branch of the tree fell and damaged 
the roof and soffit which were then 
repaired in March. In July, the WAS’s 
Executive Committee met under this Oak 
using masks and social distancing for 
added safety. 

Before and after removing the 
large and leaning White Oak 
adjacent to the slave and 
workers cabin.. 

Expanding  and Organizing Historical Resources - Fall 
2019 – Summer 2020. Updating the organization and 
cataloguing the personal materials of Annie and Charles 
Nourse were the focus of WAS Archivist, Anne Van Ryzin, 
over the past year. Collaborative projects were completed 
with the Cold War Museum, Michigan State University, 
Fauquier Historical Society, the Library of Virginia and 
Tommy Lee Jones. Generous donations enable the purchase 
of research books that have expanded docent interpretations 
of Weston. The archives always welcome materials related to 
the histories of Casanova, Weston and the Nourse family. ■

Jericho Turnpike For Sale
“At last - a book which recognizes and pays tribute to fox-
hunters who came to and revitalized Piedmont Virginia at the 
turn of the 20th Century. It is to them ... that we owe a debt of 
gratitude for the preservation of this hallowed land ...” Eve 
Fout, MFH, Chairman, Piedmont Environmental Council. 
Published by WAS in 2005, funded by the generosity of 
the local community, and inspired by a 1930 article in 
Fortune Magazine, Jericho Turnpike not only tells the 
story of the migration of foxhunters from New York to 
Virginia at the beginning of the twentieth century but 
honors the people, places and organizations that have 
contributed to the legacy of foxhunting in Fauquier and 
surrounding areas. 
Included in Jericho Turnpike are articles on the history 
and sport of foxhunting; the original 1930 article from 
Fortune Magazine; descriptions of the organized hunts 
of America compiled in 1934; and stories of Weston, the 
Casanova Hunt and Miss Charlotte Nourse. 
Copies of Jericho Turnpike are available by sending a request 
with a forwarding address and check for $15 to the Warrenton 
Antiquarian Society, Box 239, Warrenton, VA 20188. 
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While mowing the other day, I was reminded of another 
building at Weston that was lost to the ravages of time.
Just beyond where Melvin Cephas lived when he worked 
for the sisters and down a narrow wooded lane, there was 
a two-story house—an L-shaped frame structure with a 
short porch off the leg with three rooms upstairs. It was 
not in great shape in 1968—windows gone, porch floor 
caved in and the door hanging by a rusty hinge. (Melvin’s 
log structure, now known as the slave/workers' cabin, had 
fared much better.) The house had served as a guest house 
and dormitory for soldiers visiting Weston from Vint Hill 
Farms Station.
The hunt met at Weston, on this memorable day, around 
the kennels. The fields were still being farmed by Melvin, 
now renting from the Virginia Game Commission; he 
made hay, some fields were in corn, and Captain Benson, 
the Casanova huntsman, cast the hounds into that corn 
with a whistle and a flick of his hand and headed toward 
John Gulick’s bottom (Woodstock Farm).
There was a section of Mr. Gulick’s that was overgrown 
with briars, brambles and honeysuckle. It was a haven for 
foxes, grays and reds alike. And a great place for puppies 

to learn on the twisting, turning grays, who would run in 
that thicket for an hour but, on this day, we found a red.
He made a wide circle around the bottom and then turned 
up Cedar Run right through the Gulick’s backyard and 

A Hunting Memory
By Tommy Lee Jones

Huntsman, Casanova Hunt

I recall Ned Evans (horse breeder, philanthropist, and 
owner of Spring Hill Farm on Rogues Rd near Casanova)  
sitting on the ground next to his Lexus playing with 
puppies in an auxiliary pen we put under the huge Ash 
Tree in the middle of the field. He was a frequent visitor.
Then there was Mr. Maust, the house painter and Weston’s 
caretaker, who showed up late one afternoon at the door 
of the kennel wearing a short black cape and asked me to 
be sure to turn the radio off because he was going to hold 
a séance on the front lawn to contact a young confederate 
soldier supposedly killed nearby in the Civil War. Who 
knew ghost wouldn’t like classical music? 
Another fond memory: the “happy hound walkers”—a 
combination of foxhunters and non-hunting members 
of the community—who showed up three days a week 
through the summer to walk with hounds and gossip, a 
neighborhood “hound walk-and-talk,”—very enlightening 
mornings.  There were times when we were a little too 
distracted. We lost nearly the whole pack during morning 
exercise once when we were busy picking and eating 
raspberries along the old garden fence. The raspberries 
now ring the edges of the field. 
Over the years, horse showing on grass and the popularity 
of terrier trials waned and the hunt found new ways to 
fund-raise. The Antiquarians continued to repair and 
restore the old out-buildings with the help of Ned Evans 

It Seems Like Only Yesterday…
(Continued from page 5)

Douglas Lees Photo
Casanova Hunt--Tommy Lee Jones, huntsman with hounds

and many others. They persevered. They rebuilt the bank 
barn twice.
The community and friends came together under the 
guidance of the Antiquarian “ladies” and slowly the 
farmstead was reborn. The barns look great. Melvin’s old 
cabin has had an unbelievable face-lift and the squirrels no 
longer raid the old corn crib. It’s been a pure joy to watch 
this and I am extremely proud to have been here to observe 
it.
I will miss watching the grade school kids get off the buses 
and hold back the urge to rush to the kennel to play with 
the hounds with the chaperones shouting warnings. “Yeah, 
they may be licked to death,” I'm thinking.
Weston for me has been a place of quiet, serene perma-
nence in a world of turbulence. May it always be so. ■

Douglas Lees Photo
Tommy Lee Jones

(Continued on page 7)
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Casanova Hunt was organized in 
1909 by a group of foxhunting 
farmers who wanted to enjoy their 
favorite sport a little closer to home.  
Casanova was a farmers’ hunt and 
has always been an integral part 
of this rural community. Casanova 
Hunt has been fortunate to have had 
more than 100 years of great sport, 
with Tommy Lee Jones hunting the 
hounds these last 50 years. 
The Hunt leased part of the land 
at Weston from the Warrenton 
Antiquarian Society for its kennel 
facility.  One of Fauquier County’s 
oldest colonial homes, the Weston 
farmstead stands on ten of its 
original four-hundred and forty 
acres.  Originally a two-story log 
cabin, Weston was built on property 
granted to Giles Fitzhugh in 1753.  
Charles Joseph Nourse, Jr. purchased 
the property in 1859 and over the 
years, made many changes.  Of Mr. 
Nourse’s four children, daughters 
Charlotte and Constance lived at Weston all their lives. 
Charlotte was an avid horsewoman and served as Master 
of Casanova Hunt during the 1920s.  It is interesting 
to note that Miss Nourse’s great-grandfather, Samuel 
Morris, founded the Rose Tree Foxhunting Club, the first 
organized foxhunt club in America, in 1859.  
We are proud and pleased to announce that in the 
2019/2020 season we celebrated the 50th year that Tommy 
Lee Jones hunted the Casanova hounds.  This remarkable 
feat was made possible by the fact that he began riding 
very young, and has always been an extremely talented 
rider.
As a young man, Tommy Lee was fortunate to be able 
to hunt with many fine Virginia huntsmen: Mr. Melvin 
Poe, Mr. Albert Poe, Mr. Andrew Branham, and Mr. Duke 
Leach, just to mention a few.  
Tommy Lee was named Virginia Horse Shows 
Association’s Horseman of the Year in 1998 and inducted 
into their Hall of Fame in 2013.  
In 2018 Rick Gerhardt, Supervisor for Fauquier County’s  
Cedar Run Magisterial District, named Tommy Lee and 
Diane Jones as Cedar Run District’s Citizens of the Year.  
The Commonwealth of Virginia’s General Assembly 
passed House Resolution No. 238 commending Tommy 
Lee Jones on January 31, 2019 as an expression of the 

Casanova Hunt:
More Than 100 Years of Great Sport 

 By Mrs. William G. Fendley, III, MFH
House of Delegates’ admiration 
for his legacy of service and his 
extensive contributions to the 
Fauquier County community.  House 
Patrons were Delegates Elizabeth 
Guzman, Mark Cole, and Michael 
Webert.
Casanova Hunt takes great pride in 
announcing that Tommy Lee Jones is 
to be inducted into the Huntsmen’s 
Room founded in 1997 by the 
Museum of Hounds and Hunting 
North America at Morven Park in 
Leesburg, Virginia.  The Huntsmen’s 
Room is dedicated to those particular 
Huntsmen who, throughout their 
careers, have made significant 
contributions to the furtherance of 
the sport.  Casanova will be unique 
in the sport of foxhunting in North 
America with two honorees installed 
in the Huntsmen’s Room whose 
tenure covers 75 of its 110-year-long 
history.  Oscar Beach, who hunted 
hounds for 25 years from 1927 to 

1952, is the other Casanova huntsman who was installed 
into the Huntsmen’s Room. 
Unfortunately, recent years have not been kind to the Hunt. 
Hunting requires open space. Encroaching development 
and burgeoning traffic have presented many problems 
which have endangered the hounds, horses, and riders.  
Additionally, the influx of coyotes has pushed out the fox. 
Hunting coyote requires more country in a time when 
Casanova’s open space is shrinking. Unfortunately, these 
trends may well become worse in the future. It was with 
very heavy hearts that the decision was made that Casanova 
Hunt will not continue beyond this past season.
Casanova Hunt is forever indebted to our landowners who 
have given us the privilege to ride over their land. We also 
thank our many friends and members of the Warrenton 
Antiquarian Society and the Casanova community who 
have supported us through the years. We are immensely 
grateful and appreciative to all. We will always be proud of 
our years and the irreplaceable memories.
Tommy Lee Jones is a true Virginia Huntsman who has 
provided Casanova Hunt with 50 years of memorable 
sport.  
It has been my pleasure and honor to have served as Hunt 
Master for 37 years. ■

Douglas Lees Photo
Joyce Fendley, MFH Casanova Hunt, during an open-
ing meet
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It seems like only yesterday….
In the summer of 1968, I was invited to become an 
honorary whipper-in for The Casanova Hunt. It was my 
first visit to Weston and the kennel was magical. A little 
leprechaun of a man was pushing a wheelbarrow of dog 
manure with his tweed cap cocked at a jaunty angle, pipe 
locked in his jaw, trailing smoke as he strode around the 
corner of the kennel. He had a bounce to his step. “Top of 
the morning,” he said.
Captain Ian Benson was the Irishman pushing the 
wheelbarrow; he was the new 
huntsman and he would teach 
me so much over the next two 
years that led to my fifty-year 
grand adventure.
Earlier that year the hunt had 
moved the hounds from Spring 
Hill, where they were kept 
during the Mastership of Charles 
Tompkins, back to Weston and 
the kennels built by former 
huntsman Oscar Beach in the 
1950s. Mr. Beach hunted the 
hounds for 25 years and was 
inducted into the Huntsman 
Room (the Huntsman Hall of 
Fame) at Morven Park in 1999. 
I will follow him there in May 
of next year, giving Casanova 
two huntsman with 75 years 
combined of their just over one-
hundred-year history.
On that day there were four 
barns and the corn crib, a family 
of squirrels stealing the corn 
within, and all the buildings 
were in various stages of disrepair. All were stuffed with 
hay except the bank barn—its roof was in the worst state 
of repair. Eventually the stanchion barn (where the cows 
were milked) would be deemed too much to repair, and 
some of it would be used to save the other barns.
 A group of hunt volunteers had taken down the old fences 
that formed animal pens between the barns and the old 
cabin’s garden. They cleared the brush and repaired the 
lean-to on the back of the bank barn to store the hunt 
club’s show jumps. An old carriage stood beneath a shed 
attached to the kennel side of the bank barn.
I met Melvin Cephas that day, a quiet little man who 
had worked for the Nourse sisters while living in the 
small cabin in the oak grove (now referred to the slave/
workers' cabin) before buying his own home.  He was still 
farming the land that the Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries had been gifted from the sisters. He 

It Seems Like Only Yesterday…
By Tommy Lee Jones

Huntsman, Casanova Hunt

would become the kennel man for Captain Benson and for 
me later. I bought the hay he made there on Weston until 
his death, and beyond, from his son. Weston grew great 
Timothy hay on those back fields that are now overgrown 
with cedar trees.
From that day forward I spent a lot of time at Weston. 
The hunt had held a one-ring, fund-raising horse show 
at Spring Hill for years. At Weston the show evolved 
into a three-day, three-ring “B” -rated horse show the 
first weekend of April. It was very popular and well 

attended by all the top stables 
in Maryland and Virginia. The 
advent of artificial footing led to 
a diminishing return on effort as 
more show people didn’t want to 
ride on grass. 
During those same years, terrier 
trials and races had become 
popular and Weston became 
the center for Virginia’s terrier 
competitions. The Antiquarians 
gave the hunt permission to 
build a trial grounds with 
permanent go-to-ground tunnels 
and a fenced raceway near the 
old cabin. The hunt propped up 
the porch and, joining efforts 
with the Antiquarians, put a 
new tin roof on the porch and 
building and used the porch as 
the secretary stand for both the 
horse shows and the terrier trials. 
The Hunt hosted a spring and 
fall meet, and many schooling 
sessions; other terrier clubs also 
used the grounds. The terrier 

people who regularly attended all said that when they 
drove through Weston’s stone gate posts their terriers knew 
where they were and became extremely excited. 
Weston is a great place for a kennel tucked up against the 
woods to the north and west to block the cold wind; it 
catches the early sun to warm things quickly in the winter 
and, by the time the sun gets high and hot in summer, the 
trees shade the yards. It always seemed warmer there in 
winter than my barn.
I have such sweet memories of the Casanova community 
and my time at Weston. Whenever there was something to 
do, the whole community turned out, foxhunters and non-
foxhunters. We cut brush on the back fields of Weston for 
the local point-to-point. We managed and competed at the 
horse shows. And, yes, it’s amazing the noise a hundred 
excited terriers can make.

(Continued on page 6)

Artist Charlotte Nourse


