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Our daily enjoyment of oil and gas has given us the energy equivalent of three hundred slaves per person in the industrialized nations. But life as we know it
is about to change radically, and much sooner than we think. No combination of alternative energies will permit us to continue living the way we do, or even
close to it. This book tells us just what to expect after the honeymoon of affordable energy is over, preparing us for economic, political, and social changes
of an unimaginable scale.

There are no reviews yet. View all 9 comments. May 25, Lee rated it liked it Shelves: environment. I finished this book at 3AM on a Saturday night. I
finished it in three days, completely in urgency, reading not compelled by beauty as might typically be the case when I read so rabidly, but by a sense of
need. It is, after all, something of an end-times scenario, but written competently through to the logical conclusions of our short-sighted accoutrements of
modern civilization.

Writing I finished this book at 3AM on a Saturday night. Writing in , Kunstler accurately predicts the current housing crisis, and describes our recent and
coming struggles with oil with precision. Kunstler is often decried as a doomsday nay-sayer--known for his previous books criticizing suburban sprawl and
the impossibility of sustaining it, it might seem almost fair to say that Kunstler is blinded by his own bias in imagining a future where they become entirely
obsolete and American society is forced to re-structure along every spoke of the wheel.

But in reading "The Long Emergency" I was struck most often by the lack of screed-itude, the lack of extremism, and overrall how appropriately reasoned
Kunstler seems to be. Nevermind that Kunstler addresses the criticism that his predictions represent what he 'wants' to happen head-on: they are so bleak,
only a true misanthrope could relish their coming to fruition.

Kunstler is far from a perfect messenger, though. His descriptions of what might happen in America regionally and in terms of racial strife will make any
progressive squirm his predictions betray a bit of a cocooned existence away from actual Latin-Americans and African Americans, and his characterization
of the Southern states are pretty appalling even to the most self-deprecating Southerner--he calls us 'Crackers' for one The book is not all prediction, of
course--in fact, I'd say the bulk of it is spent in going over relevant recent history.

Kunstler is obviously well-read, and there's a lot to be learned here, but this book loses a LOT of value in not having a bibliography, and very few footnotes
to boot--Kunstler should have cited his information much more thoroughly.

The thing that makes The Long Emergency so alarming is that its central idea is hard to deny. The worldwide rate of oil production will soon enough begin
to drop; this will make oil expensive; and this will make business as usual impossible. Transportation and agriculture are just two of the systems that
depend thoroughly on oil for their functioning, and to date none of the energy alternatives we have envisioned is well-placed to step into the gap.

Readers will find plenty to take issue with, The thing that makes The Long Emergency so alarming is that its central idea is hard to deny. Readers will find
plenty to take issue with, including the author's easy generalizations about how people in various regions of the US are likely to respond to conditions of
scarcity.
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But the book has motivated me to pull my head out of the sand and formulate a wise response since, as Kunstler says elsewhere, "solutions" are out of
the question. I think a lot hangs on how quickly we adjust our behavior to fit the reality. Sep 02, Justin Quinn rated it really liked it.

This was a really interesting book. The part that lent it the most credibility were the comments about the coming housing crash just a few months before
housing peaked. The one real oversight of the authors analysis is that he completely missed the coming of hydraulic fracturing as a method to obtain oil
and natural gas.

I would be really interested to see what the author thinks the effect of fraking will be. I personally think that adding fraking into the equation buys the time
necessary to This was a really interesting book. I personally think that adding fraking into the equation buys the time necessary to make the transition of
"The Long Emergency" less of an emergency.

I suspect the author would find fault with my reasoning as he is relentlessly downbeat about any potential technological solution to energy production, with
the potential exception of Nuclear Power. On the whole I found my time with the book was well spent. Nov 03, cathy rated it it was ok. Aug 04, Roland
Bruno rated it it was amazing Shelves: essay , peak-oil , non-fiction. Books are powerful things. They can change you in ways that will affect you
throughout your life. I can point to several books that have had a profound effect upon my belief systems and my interests.

Tolkien was one such author. The Bible certainly made an impact upon me too. This book is another that has changed my outlook in ways that will
certainly resonate for its remainder.

Aug 05, Becky rated it really liked it. Okay, so you have to read this. Yes, you, person who is reading or skimming or glancing at my review. It is
mandatory. However you will want to schedule regular hugs from solicitous people who buy you ice cream. I made the poor choice of reading this book
while my boyfriend was several states away and could not provide these comforts.

Anyway, I am going to review this book before I read any of the other comments, so as to capture the experience of a relatively educated person who has a
tenuous Okay, so you have to read this. Anyway, I am going to review this book before I read any of the other comments, so as to capture the experience
of a relatively educated person who has a tenuous grasp on politics, economics, agriculture, and the physical sciences, and knows even less about
manufacturing and energy production.

Throughout most of this book I was impressed at how credible and well-spoken the author is. His central argument - that there is simply no energy source
on earth equal to oil - is compelling.

As of now I feel at least moderately convinced that the singularity is not coming to save us and we are just going to have to limp along on coal, nuclear,
water, solar, and wind, abandoning the aspects of our society that can't be supported by these fuels i.

I am more sanguine than the author in our ability, at least in the developed world, to get these technologies organized and ready to go before oil becomes
an untenable fuel, but even if we do manage to built a post-oil world, it will not just be Suburbia 2. I have no idea if his predictions of further war over
diminishing oil, land ownership becoming feudalism, the possible collapse of American government, etc. I do think that Kunstler is irrationally down on
technology.

As long as we have electricity, it's at least conceivable that we can have the Internet, assuming that the infrastructure could be maintained or altered for our
post-oil world. A global Internet in a local world would be quite a powerful force for good.

In the last chapter he lost me a little with his discussion of the fate of the U. His blase and sweeping characterizations of different regions of the United
States were questionable the South is characterized only by the Sunbelt, but the North isn't characterized by the Northeast megalopolis?

As a Northerner who has lived in the South, I completely sympathize with Southerners who were deeply offended by his portrait of the South. Yes, there are
a lot of fundamentalists down here, but they do not all go to megachurches and long for violent theocracy. I really do believe that in the majority of cases,
the only difference between cranky Sunbelt Southerners and cranky East Coast Northerners in a post-oil world is that the Southerners are more likely to
own rifles.

There is too much variety to make sweeping statements about regional psychology and destiny. And goodness, the section on race. I do not believe that
Kunstler intended to be offensive, just provocative, but his summary of the future of race relations was bizarrely victim-blaming and had the not-so-
underlying message of, "You wacky people of color with your postmodern ideas of white privilege and your violent hip-hop, there will be no time for that
nonsense in the Long Emergency.

Kunstler acknowledges it would be a bad thing when discussing social class, but fails to make the connection to race. If he was going to attempt to
address this topic in two pages, he should have done it in a much different way. Those heartfelt criticisms aside, I think this is a compelling book that does
an excellent job describing how we got to this point in history, what kind of world we live in now, and where we might end up. His sum-up of American and
global history since industrialization is really fascinating, and his prediction of the sub-prime mortgage crisis yes, he totally called it in infuriating.

Anyway, I hope the oil crisis won't be as bad as Kunstler predicts, because I will probably spend a good portion of my life living through it. However, I do
look forward to cackling if big-box retail falls to pieces a future poignant since most of the money here in beautiful Northwest Arkansas is sadly Walmart
and J. Hunt money. And I admire his assertion that the universe is not a teleological object, that we are not necessarily on a trajectory for bigger and better
things, but that we are simply going where we are going in this messy, chaotic, circling universe.

Mar 23, Richard Reese rated it it was amazing. James Howard Kunstler wrote The Long Emergency, which describes the fossil fuel tsunami, and how it is
likely to shape our way of life in the coming decades. Kunstlers perspective is based on serious amounts of research. He describes the future that he
expects to happen, not the kinder, gentler, more enlightened future that he wishes would happen.

While fuel prices remain high, The Long Emergency will likely have an audience. View the discussion thread. Skip to main content. Instead of the nuclear
or ice-age wasteland of our earlier imaginings, he has depicted with detailed extrapolation the civilization of the United States after the oil runs out and a
great economic collapse occurs.

It is a strangely arcadian vision, like the agrarian America that Jefferson, Calhoun, and the Southern Agrarians dreamed of. But Kunstler has fleshed it out
with delightful quirky insights and provided our science fiction writers with a fresh mise-en-scene. A controversial hit that sparked debate among
businessmen, environmentalists, and bloggers, The Long Emergency by James Howard Kunstler is an eye-opening look at the unprecedented challenges
we face in the years ahead, as oil runs out and the global systems built on it are forced to change radically.

We are dependant on it for gasoline for our vehicles, to get from one place to another. But not just transporation- we also depend on oil for production of
pharmaceuticals, plastics, industry and food. Without oil we do not have the capacity of growing Industrial Fertilizers and transporting Trucks food to
sustain our population. The bad news is: oil is running out. Earth's population before oil was around a billion. It now is almost 7 billion. Take the oil away
and earth can no longer support it's population.

This book is a dark prophecy predicting what will happen once oil does indeed run out. The book surveys our dependency on oil and our blindness to the
consequencess of th is dependance. It also shows why other forms of fuel such as Nuclear, coal, wind and solar are not a replacement for oil. It depicts a
grim picture of what the world will become without oil: Wars, Famine, Disease to be catalyzed even more by pollution and global warming.

The book is very well written and all is explained in a clear way. Renewable energy industrialists compete to develop the magic bullet for transportation fuel
or power generation.

But what is this energy sector we have and how did it come about? Design professionals, planners, elected officials, and community leaders are under
tremendous pressure to find solutions to climate change. Energy in America tells this story, emphasizing that energy use has always been based on
cultural factors as well as technology.

It continues with the rise of the electric utility industry and its influence on American society. Finally, it explores the s, when America woke to conservation
and efficiency, and the renewable energy industries were born. It concludes with a look at the future possibilities for community energy planning and current
trends in sustainable energy policy. The book features a comprehensive energy timeline from to the present.



Each chapter provides primary web sources, and the book contains a complete index. Gomes, and Allen D. How can I do hands-on work in this area?
Ecotherapy was compiled to answer these and other urgent questions.

Ecotherapy, or applied ecopsychology, encompasses a broad range of nature-based methods of psychological healing, grounded in the crucial fact that
people are inseparable from the rest of nature and nurtured by healthy interaction with the Earth. Leaders in the field, including Robert Greenway, and Mary
Watkins, contribute essays that take into account the latest scientific understandings and the deepest indigenous wisdom.

Other key thinkers, from Bill McKibben to Richard Louv to Joanna Macy, explore the links among ecotherapy, spiritual development, and restoring
community. As mental-health professionals find themselves challenged to provide hard evidence that their practices actually work, and as costs for
traditional modes of psychotherapy rise rapidly out of sight, this book offers practitioners and interested lay readers alike a spectrum of safe, effective
alternative approaches backed by a growing body of research.

Comprehensive, yet written with an approachable and empowering tone, the book draws on personal interviews and real-life examples to demonstrate both
the challenges and rewards of making environmentally responsible choices.
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