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It is difficult to find some poetry in the polar night, in her oppressive darkness feel good 
just fireworks. In Murmansk latitude polar night lasts for 40 days. This fact inspired the 
young American playwright Jason Lasky on an unusual project "40 Days of Night»: write 
a play and put a performance on the Murmansk and its inhabitants.

Jason is a master class

In January, Jason and his family arrived in the Arctic.  During the month, he will gather 
material for future plays and get acquainted with the northerners.

Jason believes Murmansk special place because of the geographical location, proximity 
to the Arctic.

- How will you collect the material, talking to people?



- He has already organized a series of interactive meetings in Murmansk time cafe 
"New York" (str. Samoilova, 3)

Master class from Jason Lasky

- Will play "40 Days of Night» translated into Russian?

- I would like to see its premiere took place in Murmansk in 2016, in the centenary year 
of the city. On the English version of the plan to travel around the world, to put the play 
in different countries. Of course, the presence of transfer opportunities. For local 
theaters it would be nice to play in their native language. Shakespeare's plays have 
been translated into many languages, although I can not compare with him ...

- But you were always with him are compared - intervenes in the dialogue Svetlana, wife 
of Jason. They both laugh.

Svetlana told me that her husband - absolutely not a typical American.



�
The cast master class from Jason Lasky

- Jason is not only a playwright, and actor, he studied the Stanislavsky method. 
Therefore it is of great Russian theatrical interest, - says Svetlana. - For it would be an 
incredible event, if someone will put his play into Russian and will put in the Russian 
theater.

In addition to collecting material for the play, the American visitor gradually becomes 
acquainted with the theater of Murmansk. Already met with the national team, "comedy" 
and the young artists of the children's drama school. Leading the way - acquaintance 
with the Arctic theater, student theater "Nordica" (magician) and the Union of theatrical 
figures.



- I am very interested to share their experiences, to imagine what I did the last few years 
in the theater, and I want to get acquainted with the theatrical practice in Murmansk, - 
says Jason. - I'm curious as local actors and directors do, how to work with stories. 
Perhaps elements of the work will fall into my play "40 Days of Night».

We have a month to meet and make friends. And I think that in 2016, when we 
determine exactly where and when we put the play, I will not have any issues and 
problems with the production. Asleep, all we call each other and make a good living 
project.

Jason Lasky and folk theater "comedy"
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