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It’s hard to believe fall is right around the corner and we’re already in September. It seems 
the years continue to fly by, especially when I think how this year marks 18 years since the 
founding of His Helping Hands. While the ministry has certainly evolved over the years the 
mission remains the same—dedicated to ensuring safe, secure, and accessible houses to 
financially needy persons who are disabled, elderly, or single parent head of household.  

I wanted to share a few notes from our sixth annual Ready to Roll event this June. 
• A huge “Thank You” to partners ADA Total Access, Advocates for Access, and 

numerous volunteers and donors. 
• 15 wheelchair ramps were installed throughout the tri-county area in one day.  
• Since inception in 2012, 79 ramps have been built for residents with disabilities.  
• Outside of the event we have installed an additional six ramps this year.  
• More details about Ready to Roll 2018 can be found within the newsletter. 
  
Much of my time has been dedicated to our Home Ownership Program (HOP) this year. 
The most recent home at 505 Pasadena in Peoria was finished in June. The family has 
since moved in and is working on financing. We should close on the house very soon.  

For the remainder of the year our focus will be on our Home Maintenance and Repair 
(HMR) program. A total of 20 home maintenance and repair jobs have been completed in 
2018 to date. We will highlight our Home Maintenance and Repair (HMR) program in our 
next newsletter.  

A few changes are on the horizon for His Helping Hands.  

• This quarterly newsletter that is currently mailed will move to a digital format sent via 
email and made available on our website starting in 2019. The new format will allow us 
to redirect the cost of printing and mailing a newsletter back to our core mission.  
• Please take a few minutes to fill out the form on the back portion of this newsletter 

to continue receiving news and updates. 
• A new website is in the process of being developed and will launch before the end of 

the year.  
 
Help spread the word. 

If you haven’t already, be sure to like His Helping Hands on Facebook. If you know anyone 
who would be interested in the mission of His Helping Hands, please encourage them to 
find us on Facebook and visit our website where they can join our mailing list to learn more 
about the organization and how to get involved.  

Thanks for your partnership! 

Jeff 

His Helping Hands Quarterly 
 

Ready to Roll Recap and Improvements Ahead 



The sixth annual Ready to Roll event took place June 23. Fifteen tri-county families received 
wheelchair ramps, providing individuals with physical disabilities access in and out of their 
homes.  

His Helping Hands partnered with Advocates for Access, ADA Total Access, and numerous 
sponsors and volunteers to make the event a success. A pre-build day was held in May where 
volunteers built the ramp components to be installed during Ready to Roll in June. Six 
additional ramps have been installed in addition to the event in June. 

His Helping Hands works with social service 
agencies, hospital social workers, and 
Advocates for Access to spread the word 
about the Ramp Access Made Possible 
(RMP) program. To qualify for a ramp, 
homeowners with physical disabilities fill out 
an application and are added to a waiting 
list.   

Ready to Roll wouldn’t be possible without 
the support from our sponsors and time 
dedicated by volunteers. The more sponsors we have the more ramps we can provide for 
those in need. If you’re interested in sponsoring a ramp, please indicate on the form on the 
back page or contact Jeff Heft at (309) 256-1246 or HHH@mtco.com. 

“I’m speaking for the entire family 
when I share how grateful we are to 
the organization for providing the 
ramp and the crew who installed it.” 
 
-Linda Tosch, daughter of ramp  
recipient 

Ready to Roll Ramps Up Again 

Q. How does His Helping Hands 
receive operating funds? 
We have four principal sources 
presently: (1) individual and 
corporate donations; (2) small 
grants-largely from tri-county 
businesses; (3) donations of in-kind 
goods and services; and (4) 
program revenue generated from 
the Home Ownership Program. 

 
 

Q. How does His Helping Hands 
find its service recipients? 
(1) online self-referrals; (2) tri-
county service agencies; and (3) 
referrals from individuals like you. 

Q. What is the current cost of a 
wheelchair ramp? 
The average cost of a ramp is 
$1,000. We have a waiting list of 
recipients and are always in need of 
sponsors.   
 

  

2 

Thank you to our 2018 Ready to Roll volunteers 
for their generous time and dedication.  

Since 2012, Ready to Roll has installed 79 ramps 
for individuals with disabilities. 

 

Save the date for 2019 Ready to Roll: 

Pre-build: May 18, 2019 

Installation: June 22, 2019 

 



What Ready to Roll recipients are saying 
Steve Blumenshine, Peoria 
Thirty years ago Steve Blumenshine was hit by a drunk driver and lost his right leg. With his 
then three-year-old grandson at his side, Steve built his current ramp and walkway on his 
home while in a wheelchair. Steve is a foster parent to four children—two 10 year olds and two 
seven month olds. With the help of Ready to Roll, Steve received a new ramp in June. “My 
ramp was 14 years old and I didn’t trust it anymore. I have to carry the babies outside and put 
them in the car. If the ramp gave out, that would be bad. With the new ramp, I won’t have to 
worry.”  

 

Lucille Tosch, East Peoria 
It is very difficult for Lucille to get around. She has many physical issues and is terrified of 
stairs which made it hard getting in and out of her home for medical appointments. The ramp 
she received through Ready to Roll in June has made it possible to get easily in and out of her 
home, not only for medical appointments, but to do other things as well. Lucille’s daughter 
Linda said, “I’m speaking for the entire family when I share how grateful we are to the 
organization for providing the ramp and the crew who installed it. It was a very pleasant 
experience.”  

 

Grace and Peace Lutheran Church 

Jeff and Marci Goodale 

Jim and Nancy Claude 

Larry and Brenda Stewart 

Living Waters Church 

Margi Downing 

Northwoods Community Church Men’s 
Group 

ReMax Traders Unlimited 

Richwoods Christian Church 

Rod Pyles 

Stacy Borho  
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    2018 Ready to Roll Ramp Sponsors 



HOW CAN I HELP? 

VOLUNTEER 

 Work on a local project 

 Join a regular repair team 

 Help organize a project 

 Provide meals/refreshments 
for volunteers. 

 Provide transportation 

GIVE 

 Make a one time gift of  
$ ______ 

 Make an ongoing pledge of  
$______  for ____ months 

 Donate tools or building 
materials 

 Sponsor a ramp ($1,000) 

PRAY 

 Become a prayer partner and 
be notified of how I can pray 
for the ministry and those it 
serves.  

Mailing Address Line 1 
Mailing Address Line 2 
Mailing Address Line 3 
Mailing Address Line 4 
Mailing Address Line 5 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

His Helping Hands, Inc. 
2527 W. Rohmann Ave. 
West Peoria, IL 61604 
 
Phone: 309-674-0086 
E-mail: hhh@mtco.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Name ________________________________________________     Phone_________________________ 
 
Email ________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________   
 
City _________________________   State _____   Zip _________ 

His Helping Hands is always looking for individuals to partner with our ministry. Simply indicate your 
interest below and mail to His Helping Hands, 2527 W. Rohmann Ave., West Peoria, IL 61604.  
Thank you!  


