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 COVER THE UNINSURED 

What is the Coverage Gap? 
A goal of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was to reduce 
the number of uninsured and to ensure coverage and 
access to care for low-income people, women – 
including women of color – and LGBTQ people of 
color. It did this by doing two things:  

Creating a Health Insurance Marketplace 
 Where uninsured low-income people

could qualify for financial aid to help them
buy private insurance, and…

Providing federal money to states 
 To expand their Medicaid programs

so that more low-income people could
qualify and get health care.

In 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court made Medicaid 
Expansion optional and some states chose to reject 
the federal funding to expand Medicaid.  

This decision created a “coverage gap” in states  
that have not expanded Medicaid leaving millions 
of people who:  

 earn too much money to qualify for traditional Medicaid

 but not enough money to qualify for financial help to buy
health insurance.

There are nearly 3 million individuals living in the states that  
are not expanding Medicaid who would be newly insured this year  
had their states opted into the Medicaid expansion provisions of the ACA. 

http://www.lhihouston.org/  

(LHI) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to eliminating barriers to 
healthcare and promoting health and wellness for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT)-identified women and 
transgender men through collaborative and integrated 
Education, Access and Advocacy programs.
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Why Close the Coverage Gap? 

 Millions of low-income women do not have access to continuous health
coverage. Expanding Medicaid would provide health coverage to low-income
women whether they are pregnant or not, resulting in better outcomes for mothers
and babies.

 People of color face longstanding and persistent disparities in accessing health
coverage. Medicaid expansion makes many uninsured adults of color newly
eligible for the program.

 More women and their families would get early care for preventable conditions
keeping them healthy and reducing health care costs.

 More working parents, veterans and students would be covered.

 Families would worry less about how to pay medical bills.

 States could provide health care for all of its residents using federal money at no
cost to the states.

Who Falls Into the Coverage Gap? 

Nearly 3 million people fall into this gap including: 

 Low-income families.
 People who work at jobs that

do not offer benefits particularly
part-time jobs.

 Lesbian, gay, transgender, and queer
(LGBTQ) people.

 Low-wage workers including: women
of color and heads of households;
people living with HIV; and childless
adults who earn too little.

 Unemployed who are often people of
color, LGBTQ, those recently out of
incarceration, and/or in between jobs
trying to make it through life’s
challenges.

http://www.lhihouston.org/




