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[What gendar sterectypes are reprasentad in The Taming of the Shrew?

Society believes that women are fragile creaturas that arz meant to have doeile
dizpositions and pretty facez. They are not supposed to speak their minds, show their
intallipence, or quastion the will of 2 man. William Shakespears’s The Taming of the Shraw
raprazents stereotypes about females through the portrayal of the character Bianca Bianca 1z the
younger sister of the famale protagonist Katherine. She i highly sought after by men because
sha embodies Society's perfact female. She 1s calm, pretty, and quiet. Her character acts 22 3 foil
to that of her sizter becanss she confradicts the "shraw”-like behavior that rapels men from
Katharme. Nons of Bianca's suitors care to bacome fanmliar with her or aven to speak with her.
They just sz that she is desirable and immediately want to claim har for their cvm. This 1s
evident when the traveling student Lycentiq arrives m Padua, seas Bianca for only a2 mement,
and decides that ke 15 crazmly in love with her. Shakespeare did not give Bianca a lot of dialogue,
but he gave har enough to portray her submissive persenality. When Katherina 1z abusmg har for
net tellmg her which sustor sha liked the most, Bianca says that che does not have a preferance
and will spend her days abiding by her father's wizhes. Bianea iz but cne example of the famale
stereotypes that emist

Society wantz men to ba strong, brave, and domimant. Thev love vigarous activities,
women, and liqgueur. The Taming gf the Shrew embodies these stereotypes throngh many of 1t=
mals characters. The reader is first infroduced to Sly, 2 poor dnmkard. He 15 prankad by
travelmg nobility and made to thmk that he 15 2 lord. Ha 1= not willing to believs the tale until ha
15 miroduced to his "wife". Then all ha wants to do iz bed her. Thiz shows the stereotype that
men only want yoomen gz companions for their beds, and that they have a strong love for
aleahol. The character Petruclep 15 another example of male steractypes. He 1= 121l rich, and
controlling. The way he complately dominates Eatherins i the sprtoms of what Society thinks 2
man's rola should be m a relationship. Hs dosan't even allow Katherine to enjoy her ovm
wedding feast bacanse, in his cun words, she is his property.

The Taning of the Shrew reprezants many gander statectypes, vet it also porirays men
and women who do not fit Society's norms. For example, Katherine 15 2 woman who 1=
outspoken, violant, and abrasive. From the first moment the reader 1= introduced to her, she
destrovs the belief that all women are quiet and psaceful. It 15 especizlly apparant when she hits
her music nstructor one the head with a lute. Another example 1s Lucentio, who porfrayvs
romanticizm to 2 tee. He falls i love af fivst sight and does not relent unti] he achieves the love
he sought. Ha 1= no associated with strength or undzuntsd courage, but love and determmation.
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