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Bolstered by the popularity of politicians like Senator 
Bernie Sanders and Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, the Democratic Socialists of America 

are getting more and more media attention. But just who are 
the DSA, and what do they believe? Here’s a beginner’s guide.

Democratic socialists believe that the ethical way to fund 
massive social programs is by taxing the rich. But that does 
not mean that they consider themselves modern-day Robin 
Hoods. In fact, the DSA’s only offi cial stance on the mythical 
fi gure of Robin Hood is that the cartoon fox who once played 
him is empirically attractive and it’s not weird to have a 
crush on him.

The DSA often cites the success of social welfare programs 
in western European and Scandinavian countries as proof 
of democratic socialism’s potential. Of course, Scandinavia 
has given us many other wonderful things, including winter 
Olympic sports that take too long and the “joyless female 
detective in sensible shoes solving grisly snow-murders” 
genre of television.

When the DSA talks about programs like universal pre-
school, they don’t just mean for preschool-aged children. The 
DSA believes that every U.S. citizen needs to sit through a 
year of preschool, jammed into a child-sized chair like Billy 
Madison, until they learn how to share.

DSA members often use a rose emoji in their Twitter name. 
This is to signify that their children are doing a Valentine’s 
Day fund-raiser for their school, which is a new thing, but like 
the PTA president said, it’s either roses or magazine subscrip-
tions again, and everyone was like, “Ugh, let’s just do roses,” 
so the point is, if anyone around the offi ce wants to pitch in 

and buy a stem or two, that would be really helpful because 
if my daughter sells a certain amount she gets to spin this 
big prize wheel at an assembly or something.

Wow, no, the DSA actually hasn’t heard of Venezuela, but 
trust that you bring this up in good faith, so please do go on.

One of the major benefi ts of belonging to the DSA is that 
you can tell your friends that you don’t want to play Monopoly 
with them because, as a celebration of capitalism, it violates 
your principles, instead of telling them the truth, which is 
that Monopoly sucks and is boring, and also that this whole 
Thursday night game night thing feels more like a chore than 
anything at this point, and seems like it exists solely as a sad 
gesture to a once-vibrant friend group that really doesn’t have 
much in common anymore, and you know what? Everyone 
knows it but is too afraid to just come out and say it.

A simplifi ed way of thinking about the beliefs of the DSA 
is that they believe that everyone should get an equal slice of 
the pie, unless the pie in question is key lime, which the DSA 
has long held makes their mouths feel pinchy.

Ultimately, the DSA believes that a person’s access to health-
care or education or housing should not be contingent on a 
person’s being wealthy. The DSA believes that the only thing 
that should be contingent on wealth is the ability to use 
“summer” as a verb.

And fi nally, despite the popularity of the Rousseau quote, 
democratic socialists do not actually want to “eat the rich.” 
But if they ordered some for the table, would anyone want 
to split? 

who are the deMocratic
          socialists of aMerica?

THE coMMUnERdS
BY RIANE KONC

riane konc (@theillustrious) writes for The New Yorker, The New York Times, and many other venues. Her 
interests include short lists, Oxford commas, and self-referential jokes. She peaked in 4th grade.


