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A few quick updates on the annual global IP report, recent footwear

patents and trademarks, and an FDRA website dedicated to fighting

counterfeits.

Global IP, tariffs, and counterfeits

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) released the report

for its annual review of intellectual property (IP) challenges in other

countries, known as the Special 301 Review. FDRA has testified at the

hearing for this report for nearly a decade.

As we highlighted last week, the report shockingly classified 🇻🇳

Vietnam as the highest level of concern for the U.S. when it comes to IP

shortfalls … higher than even 🇨🇳 China and 🇷🇺 Russia.

Take note: This triggers❗automatic consideration for a new 301

investigation into Vietnam.

Go deeper: Read our longer update here.

🌏 Why the report matters: USTR uses the information in the report

to engage with our trading partners to improve IP protection for U.S.

brands in specific countries. A few key takeaways:

Top priorities for U.S. engagement: The report removed 2

countries — 🇦🇷 Argentina and 🇲🇽 Mexico — from a priority watch

list of countries with heightened IP concerns, bringing the total from

8 to 6 countries. The countries on that list are: 🇨🇱 Chile, 🇨🇳 China,

🇮🇳 India, 🇮🇩 Indonesia, 🇷🇺 Russia, and 🇻🇪 Venezuela.

EU now a concern? USTR put 🇪🇺 the EU on a lower-level watch

list.

What about footwear? Footwear came up 6 times in the report.

USTR called out 🇵🇰 Pakistan, 🇮🇩 Indonesia, 🇨🇴 Colombia, and 🇬🇹

Guatemala over concerns with counterfeit footwear.

⁉️ More tariffs = more counterfeits?: This year’s report did not

explore a key issue we raised at the hearing— the fact that new tariffs can

have the unintended consequence of driving more counterfeit goods into

the U.S. market.

What we said: “As consumers continue to see prices rise with new

tariff increases, they will shift to lower priced alternatives. In

difficult economic times, consumers will sacrifice quality for cheaper

products that resemble well-known brands. This is an environment

where counterfeiters thrive … Counterfeiters have the advantage,

because they operate outside the system.”

Read the IP Report

Latest FDRA patent and trademark

newsletters

💡 Go deeper: View the most recent IP Digest: April 2026 IP Digest.

Even deeper: For past issues, you can view the IP Digest archive

here. (Note: You may need to create a password for the Intel Center

to access the report.)

FDRA’s website to fight counterfeits

Several years ago, FDRA built the website Fight Footwear Fakes to

educate both the public and policymakers on footwear IP issues and help

eradicate counterfeit footwear in the U.S.

Go deeper: Check out the website here: Fight Footwear Fakes.

The FDRA IP Digest is a newsletter of recent footwear IP news and

updates on footwear patents for utility, design, and trademarks. This

report is for FDRA members only. Matters reported on or summarized

herein may not be construed as legal advice on specific situations.

Thanks for reading this month’s FDRA IP Digest. Feel free to share this

newsletter with others on your team. Have a great rest of the week!

Thomas
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