Y

~Outer Banks, North Carolina



The Night the Dune went “Boom” — A Dunehopper Story

Copyright © 2026 Outer Banks Coastal Conservation (OBCC)

All rights reserved.

This book may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any forns '
any means without prior written permission of the publisher i
educational and nonprofit purposes.

ISBN: 978-1-972352-72-4

Published by:

Outer Banks Coastal Conservation (OBCC)
Avon, North Carolina

www.theobcc.org

Printed in the United States of America



About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed and
used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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eir cozy burro

~ explained. “They like to use something called fireworks.”

P Ve ®
Shellby’s eyes grew w "”é “Fire... works?”
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. :'I‘:hén"Sandy-spotted somethin'g glowing/near the dune g.raSs.

.- f’%’l«iok!f{
4 A tiny sb‘ark .fizzed in fhe dry sand.

Papa rushed over, pushlng sand on it with a shell unt|I it went
dark. ' % ¢ /[ |- e
”Flrewonks can-start flres ” he said serlously “And after they're

done sh*-pleces and chemlcals are often left behind.”

s F3 .
Shellby snlffled “Why wouId anyone celebrate in a way that
hurts others?”

Mama kissed the tdp of her shell. “Sometimes people don’t
realize the beach is full of homes.”

The fireworks continued for a while, but eventually the sky grew
qguiet again. Smoke drifted away. The stars slowly returned.

The dunes exhaled.







That afternoon, they gathered shells, driftwood,
arefully tied everything together withs
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That‘evening, something wonderful happened.

People stopped. They read the sign. Some nodded. Some*
‘pointed quijetly at the dlnes. Families walked softly aTong the
“beach carrying lanterns. Children counted stars. Someone

played gentle music. B> e,

No explosions. e
No flashes. * -
No shaking sand.

- -

The birds settled peacefully. The turtle crawled toward the sea..
The dunes stayed cool and calm.

Scoot smiled. “It’s still a celebration.”

Papa smiled back. “The best celeb’atﬁons don’t scare anyone.”

o

“‘



ir burrow.

to the

=

rled



=~ e —
e B R oy AR P s

T




Did You Kriow?

+ - 'y

+ o Didyou know that fireworks can be very frightening and
" dangerous for'wildlife and pets? - '

‘e ‘'Loud: booms and bright flashes can scare birds into flying the
wrong direction, confuse sea turtles trying to find the
ocean, and make animals run away from their homes.

e Even dogs and cats can become frightened or I'ost during
fireworks shows.

e Fireworks can also leave behind trash, sh'arp debris, and hot
sparks that may start fires in dry dunes or grass. ® %

e Quiet celebrations, lanterns, music, and watching the stars
are safer ways to celebrate while protecting animals and
nature. - g
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e nght the Dune W

N ) isa nonpﬁlt orga'mzatlon
ﬂstewardshlp and a deeper connection..
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